
DIRECTORS’ MEETING
 MONDAY, 11:00 A.M.
DECEMBER 18, 2006

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING, ROOM 113

 I. MAYOR 
1. Mayor Presents November Award of Excellence to Police Sergeant Erin Sims.
2. Lincoln Named One of Nation’s Top Digital Cities. 
3. State of Nebraska Drinking Water Test Results. 
4. Washington Report, December 12, 2006.

II. DIRECTORS 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Gale Addition Final Plat #06108. Generally located at North 14th Street and Morton

Street.

PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION 
1. Special Permit No. 04072, Muller Estates community Unit Plan. South 56th Street and

Cumberland Drive. Resolution No. PC-01030.
2. Special Permit No. 06065. Alltel wireless facility located northwest of South 3rd Street

and Garfield Street.  Resolution No. PC-01029.
3. Special permit No. 06068, The Bridges Community Unit Plan. Southwest corner of

Southwest 27th Street and West Denton Road. Resolution No. PC-01031.  

PUBLIC WORKS
1. Lincoln Water and Wastewater Systems Fiscal Year 2005-2006 Audits.
          

III. CITY CLERK 

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE 

PATTE NEWMAN
1. Letter from Capital Human Society agreeing to house stray animals picked up by

Animal Control through August of 2008.

 V. MISCELLANEOUS
1. Cooper Foundation awards over $765,000 in 2006. 

  
VI.  ADJOURNMENT

 
da121806/mm



MAYOR PRESENTS NOVEMBER AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

- more -

Mayor Coleen J. Seng today presented the Mayor’s Award of Excellence for November to Police Sergeant 
Erin Sims.  The monthly award recognizes City employees who consistently provide exemplary service and 
work that demonstrates personal commitment to the City.  The award was presented at the beginning of 
today’s City Council meeting.  
 
Detective Sims has worked for the Police Department since 1982 and is currently assigned to the Southeast 
Operations Team.  She was nominated by Police Captain Kim Koluch in the category of productivity for an 
incident that began on July 12, 2006.  As a result of a traffic stop that day, Andrew J. Moore was arrested for 
several misdemeanor crimes.  A quick search of his vehicle at the time of the arrest revealed items that may 
have been taken in some recent burglaries.  Sims obtained a search warrant and found items from three 
separate burglaries.  She contacted Moore at the jail, arrested him on the additional burglary charges and 
attempted to interview him.  Moore declined to be interviewed or make any statements, but Sims told him she 
would be willing to talk at a later date.

Based on previous contacts and an established rapport with Sims, Moore decided to talk to her after an 
agreement was arranged through his attorney and the County Attorney’s Office.  After three meetings, Moore 
confessed to more than 200 unsolved burglary and larceny offenses from as far back as 1994.   After six hours 
of meetings, Sims began the enormous task of matching the crimes Moore had confessed to with reports and 
case investigations.  She began to find cases that had occurred while Moore was incarcerated at the Nebraska 
State Penitentiary.   But as she checked through Moore’s records, Sims found that he had been granted at least 
86 furloughs.  She determined that Moore committed five burglaries and two larcenies while serving time.

Sims spent more than 80 hours poring over case files to corroborate the details of each case.   As of 
September, her hard work has cleared 128 commercial burglaries and 26 larcenies, which account for more 
than $97,000 in losses and more than $27,000 in damage. She continues to work on the information and hopes 
to clear more cases in the future.   Captain Koluch wrote, “This is an outstanding example of Detective Sims’ 
dedication and commitment to excellence and this community.”
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The other categories in which employees can be nominated are customer relations, valor, safety and loss 
prevention.  All City employees are eligible for the Mayor’s Award of Excellence except for elected officials 
and some managers.  Individuals or teams can be nominated by supervisors, peers, subordinates and the 
general public.  Nomination forms are available from department heads, employee bulletin boards or the 
Personnel Department, which oversees the awards program.  

Nominations are reviewed by the Mayor’s Award of Excellence Committee, which includes a representative 
with each union and a non-union representative appointed by the Mayor.  Award winners receive a $100 U.S. 
savings bond, a day off with pay and a plaque.  Monthly winners are eligible to receive the annual award, 
which comes with a $500 U.S. savings bond, two days off with pay and a plaque.



LINCOLN NAMED ONE OF NATION’S TOP DIGITAL CITIES
Web site celebrates eleventh anniversary ranked number two for comparable cities 

- more -

The City of Lincoln has again been named one of the top “digital cities” across the nation by the Center for 
Digital Government, a national research and advisory institute on information technology in government and 
education.  Lincoln ranked second in the nation among cities
with populations from 125,000 to 249,000.   It is the fifth time in six years that Lincoln has finished in the top 
ten.  InterLinc, the City-County Web site (lincoln.ne.gov and lancaster.ne.gov) marks its eleventh anniversary 
this month. The site averages about 5 million page hits per month.

“Lincoln continues to be on the cutting edge in using technology to improve the delivery of City services,” 
said Mayor Coleen J. Seng.  “With more than 20,000 electronic visits to the City-County site each day, 
citizens are using the electronic services we offer and helping us make the City more efficient. The 
Information Services Division has done an outstanding job of providing online service for 11 years.  Through 
those efforts, our City Hall is now open virtually 24 hours a day.”

“In addition to launching new services like subscription news feeds and online surveys, all of the City’s e-pay 
services offer an option to pay with no convenience fees added,” said Doug Thomas, Information Services 
Division Manager.   “This is unusual as most cities require a fee for making Internet payments.” Citizens can 
use the City-County Web site to buy season swimming pool passes, renew pet licenses, buy Husker parking, 
conduct local criminal history checks and pay water bills and parking tickets.  Lancaster County offers the 
ability to pay property taxes online, however, a credit card fee is required.

The County/City Building and four public libraries (Bennett Martin, Gere, Eiseley and Walt) offer free 
wireless Internet capability.  Earlier this year, the City equipped the new Government Square Park at 10th and 
“O” streets Street with free wireless Internet connectivity. The City also recently completed the first year of 
its ACTION online citizen service request system.  Of the 2,717 submissions to ACTION, 94 percent of the 
cases were successfully resolved.
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More than 300 cities participate in the annual study that assesses how local governments use information 
technology to streamline operations and deliver services.  The study focused on the implementation of online 
services; planning and governance; and infrastructure and architecture.

“Each year, while conducting the Digital Cities Survey and other popular survey programs, we continually see 
America’s state and local governments raising the bar and expanding their use of technology to serve 
citizens,” said Cathilea Robinett, Executive Director for the Center for Digital Government.   “We can’t help 
but be inspired and impressed by the amazing strides made by this year’s participating cities.” 



















 

BUDGET 
Democrats plan year-long CR to fund FY 
2007 programs.  When Republican leadership 
last month decided to forego completion of 
the FY 2007 budget and pass that 
responsibility to next year’s Congress, the 
most pressing question of the lame duck 
session was what the incoming Democratic 
leaders would do with the news. 
 
That question was answered yesterday when 
Senator Robert Byrd (D-WV) and Rep. David 
Obey (D-WI), each slated to become 
Chairman of their respective Appropriations 
Committees, announced that FY 2007 federal 
programs would be funded under a year-long 
joint resolution.  This decision will essentially 
fund programs at their FY 2006 levels for 
another year.  The only departments that will 
not operate under this resolution are Defense 
and Homeland Security, as Congress 
approved their budgets prior to the November 
election. 
 
Byrd and Obey also announced that the new 
joint resolution, which is scheduled to be 
completed in early February, will not include 
any earmarks, thus wiping out any projects 
that were included in FY 2007 spending bills 
that were approved by the House or Senate 
Appropriations Committees earlier this year.  
The two also plan on making changes to the 
earmarking process for FY 2008, subjecting 
such projects to increased “transparency and 
accountability” and placed a moratorium on 
all earmarks until such new controls are in 
place.  They also indicated that pending 
earmarks would be considered in the FY 2008 
process if they met the new reform 
requirements. 
 
Facing a busy schedule and designs to make 
significant progress on a number of fronts in 
the “first 100 hours” of the 110th Congress, 
Democrats decided that a protracted battle 

over FY 2007 spending was likely to distract 
from their early goals. 
 
The Byrd-Obey announcement also indicates 
that they will “make whatever limited 
adjustments are possible in areas where there 
is bipartisan agreement for funding levels that 
are higher than FY 2006 levels.  Such areas 
could include transportation, where the 
SAFETEA-LU law provided for increases for 
highway and transit programs, and 
community development, where both the 
House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees approved modest increases for 
the CDBG program in FY 2007. 
 
Under the CR that was approved by Congress 
and signed by the President last week, 
programs will be funded at the lower of three 
levels: FY 2007 as approved by the House, 
FY 2007 as approved b the Senate, or FY 
2006.  That CR runs through February 15, 
2007.  In the near term, these decisions will 
make administering programs in many 
agencies more difficult.  For example, the 
Federal Transit Administration has a policy of 
not publishing its annual formula allocations 
until a final spending bill is enacted, so transit 
agencies are not likely to see any FY 2007 
funding until February at the earliest. 
 
CONGRESS 
Congress approves measure to extend 
expiring tax provisions.  Just prior to 
adjournment last week, Congress approved a 
much-anticipated measure that extends a 
number of tax breaks that were set to expire 
at the end of the year. 
 
Some of the extenders of interest to local 
governments include a tax credit for 
expensing of Brownfields remediation costs, 
the welfare-to-work tax credit, the work 
opportunity tax credit, the new markets tax 
credit, and the research and development tax 
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credit.  Also extended was a provision that 
allows individuals living in states without 
an income tax to deduct sales taxes from 
their federal returns. 
 
Also included in the tax bill was a 
provision allowing for oil and natural gas 
drilling along the Outer Continental Shelf 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  The significant 
revenues that will be derived from the 
drilling leases will be divided as follows 
each year:  50 percent to the general 
Treasury, 38.5 percent to coastal 
communities in the Gulf states, and 12.5 
percent to the stateside program of the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF), which funds local recreation and 
conservation programs. 
 
The office of Senator Ken Salazar (D-CO) 
said that the LWCF program will receive 
about $15 million annually for the first ten 
years, when only royalties from newly 
opened areas are counted.  However, that 
amount will grow to over $200 million 
annually beginning in 2017 when royalties 
from all Gulf areas are included. 
 
The measure also includes a provision to 
eliminate a scheduled 5 percent cut in 
Medicare payments to physicians in 2007, 
to be paid for by reducing the Medicare 
Advantage Stabilization Fund from $10 
billion to $3.5 billion.  The fund provides 
payments to insurers as an incentive to 
remain in the Medicare program. 
 
Other legislation approved by Congress 
prior to adjournment included: 
 
• HR 6344 -- Reauthorization of the 

Office of National Drug Control 
Policy (also known as the White 
House “Drug Czar”) for five years 

 
• HR 6316 – To allow the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers to accept funds 
contributed by non-federal entities to 
expedite the processing of permits 
through 2008 

 
• S 2003 – Makes permanent a law that 

allows the U.S. Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management to enter 
into cooperative agreements with 
states and local governments for 
watershed protection 

 
• S 2735 – To authorize a National Dam 
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Safety Program through FY 2011 at 
$12.7 million annually 

 
PUBLIC SAFETY 
Congress approves measure to release $1 
billion in interoperability funds.  
Legislation approved by Congress last 
week will expedite the distribution of $1 
billion in federal funding for 
interoperable communications systems.  
The language was added to a bill (S 
2653) that will reduce telephone calling 
rates paid by military personnel serving 
overseas. 
 
The $1 billion public safety 
interoperability fund was created by the 
Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, but the 
funds would not have been available 
until the sale of spectrum in the 700 
megahertz band currently owned by 
broadcasters.  While the spectrum 
auctions are not to begin until January 
2008, the legislation directs the 
Department of Commerce, in 
conjunction with the Department of 
Homeland Security, to award the funds 
no later than September 30, 2007. 
 
HEALTH 
Ryan White headed to President after 
Kennedy brokers compromise.  Heading 
into the final week of the 109th Congress, 
most observers held little hope for final 
passage of legislation (HR 6143) to 
reauthorize federal AIDS treatment 
programs under the Ryan White Act.  
However, a last minute compromise 
brokered by Senator Edward Kennedy 
(D-MA) allowed the legislation to 
proceed and both chambers cleared the 
bill for the President’s signature. 
 
Passed by the House earlier this year, the 
legislation was stuck in a seemingly 
intractable dispute over its funding 
formulas.  Several Senators had placed a 
hold on the bill in response to its call for 
a shift in funding away from the large 
metropolitan areas and urban states 
towards rural areas that the virus has 
impacted in more recent years.  The 
traditional avenue for overcoming such 
disputes, adding enough funding to the 
bill so that no state loses money, was not 
available in the current budget climate. 
 
Under the agreement brokered by 
Kennedy, the final legislation 

reauthorizes AIDS treatment programs 
under Ryan White for three years instead 
of five called for by earlier versions of 
the bill and includes “hold harmless” 
language that would ensure that every 
state and metropolitan area receives at 
least 95 percent of its FY 2006 funding 
in each year through FY 2009.  (Most of 
the cuts to large urban areas in the 
original bill would have come in FY 
2010 and FY 2011.)  In addition, under 
the compromise, the bill repeals the 
Ryan White Act after FY 2009, forcing 
Congress to start from scratch and 
address the seeming imbalances in 
federal HIV and AIDS treatment 
programs as they are currently 
structured. 
 
Although FY 2010 seems far off, the 
complexity of completely overhauling 
federal AIDS treatment programs means 
that Congress will have to begin 
addressing this issue soon if they hope to 
complete work before September 30, 
2009. 
 
GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities: NEH has announced the 
guidance for the Planning Grants: 
Museums, Libraries, and Special 
Projects grants program.  Planning 
grants should refine the content and 
interpretive approach of the project prior 
to implementation.  The maximum 
amount awarded is $40,000. The total 
program funding is not available. 
Applications are due September 5, 2007. 
For more information please see: 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?
mode=VIEW&oppId=11757 
 
Department of Transportation: The 
Federal Transit Administration in 
partnership with the Department of 
Interior has announced the guidance for 
the Alternative Transportation in Parks 
and Public Land Program for FY 2007.  
The program funds alternative 
transportation for visitors to have access 
to destination in parks and public land 
without harming the environment.  Total 
funding available is $21.3 million and 
those applying will not receive more that 
25% of the total available. For more 
information please see: 
http://www.fta.dot.gov/funding/grants/gr
ants_financing_3548.html. 

















































































"Victoria" 
<victoria@cooperfoundation.o
rg> 

12/11/2006 03:18 PM

To "'Judy Schmidt'" <jschmidt@unitedwaylincoln.org>, "'Abel 
Foundation (Abel Foundation)'" <RossM@NEBCOINC.com>, 
"'Barb Bartle (Barb Bartle)'" <Bbartle@lps.org>, 

cc <sgourley@lps.org>, <hperlman1@unl.edu>, 
<president@nebraska.edu>, <mayor@lincoln.ne.gov>, 
<council@lincoln.ne.gov>
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Subject Cooper Foundation grant awards, December 2006

Cooper Foundation                                

211 N. 12th Street, Suite 304                    

Lincoln, NE   68508

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 11, 2006

 

COOPER FOUNDATION AWARDS OVER $765,000 IN  2006

 

The Cooper Foundation approved grants of $189,877 in  December, bringing the total awarded 
this year to $767,520, a 13% increase over  last year’s total.  The Cooper  Foundation was 
founded in 1934 and has granted over $15 million to benefit the  people of Nebraska.  The 
Foundation  makes quarterly grant awards supporting education, human services, the arts, the  
humanities, and the environment in Lincoln and Lancaster County, and throughout  Nebraska.  
For more information  about grant guidelines and application deadlines, contact Victoria Kovar 
at  476-7571 or visit the Foundation's website,  www.cooperfoundation.org.

 

Grants approved, December 2006

Grantees are located in Lincoln, Nebraska unless otherwise  noted.

 

Council on Foundations   $1,980

Annual support for this membership organization of more than  2,000 grantmaking foundations 
and giving programs worldwide.  

 



Flatwater Shakespeare Company$5,000

Support for marketing and development efforts for this  professional theatre company that 
presents Shakespeare and his works through  stage performances and educational programming. 

 

Lincoln Children's Zoo   $20,000

Toward the Bug Buddy Inquiry Center, a collaboration with the  University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln's Department of Entomology and College of  Education and Human Sciences, 
to engage Zoo visitors in the scientific study of  arthropods (insects, beetles, spiders, and 
crustaceans), the world's most  diverse and abundant group of organisms.

 

Lincoln Medical Education Partnership      $27,000

Support for the School Community Intervention Program (SCIP),  a program in 120 schools 
throughout Nebraska (53 in Lancaster County) that helps  schools and communities address drug 
and alcohol issues with  students.

 

Lincoln Music Teachers Association         $5,000

Toward scholarships for students in the Music Outreach  Program which provides subsidized 
music lessons and instruments to low-income  youth.

 

Lincoln's Symphony Orchestra         $15,000

Support for marketing and development staff  positions.

 

Metropolitan Opera, Nebraska District Auditions$1,000

Support for awards for the 2007  auditions.

 

Mid-America Arts Alliance, Kansas City, MO       $15,000

Support for arts and humanities programming, including  exhibitions, performances and 
education outreach in 16 Nebraska  communities.

 



Mourning Hope      $4,000

Operating support for this agency which provides free grief  support programs for children and 
families.

 

Museum of Nebraska Art, Kearney, NE$10,000

Support toward an exhibition of contemporary paintings by  North Platte native Barbara 
Takenaga, which will be on view from May 12 - August  19, 2007.

 

The Nature Conservancy, Nebraska Field Office, Omaha, NE     $15,000

Support for increased staffing to coordinate conservation  practices, land management, and local 
landowner outreach at the Rulo Bluffs  Preserve, a 444-acre eastern deciduous forest 
intermingled with loess hill  prairie overlooking the Missouri River in southeast Nebraska.  

 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

College of Journalism and Mass Communications   $8,904

Support for pre-production costs of "Sixties Survivors" which  will feature, in photographs and 
words, many of the people Look Magazine  profiled during the 1960s.

 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

E.N. Thompson Forum on World Issues        $13,329

Annual support from the Thompson Family Fund, established by  E.N. and Katherine Thompson 
to support programs at the University of  Nebraska-Lincoln.   

 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 

Human Rights and Human Diversity Initiative      $6,500

Support for a public lecture on the Democratic Republic of  Congo, and toward expansion of the 
UNL Human Rights website  (http://www.unl.edu/HumanR/teach).

 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 



Nebraska Center for Research on Children, Youth, Families and  Schools       $14,389

Toward Project TEAMS, a collaboration with the Lincoln Public  Schools that provides support 
for students who are at risk of dropping out of  high school.

 

University of Nebraska Public Policy Center            $27,775

Toward expansion and improvement of the Nebraska 211 website  (http://www.ne211.org) that 
provides a statewide, searchable database of health  and human services information.

 

For clarification or additional  information

contact Victoria Kovar, Grants  Administrator

Office: 402-476-7571, Fax:  402-476-2356

EMAIL: victoria@cooperfoundation.org  

URL: http://www.cooperfoundation.org 


