
              DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
            JUNE 11, 2012

             555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113
            2:00 P.M. 

            
                  

 

I. CITY CLERK
    

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Open House set for South 56th Street design. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Library trustees seek candidates for Board 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln City Libraries to offer Spanish language group. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Reading activities scheduled across City and County. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Sculptor installing brick arch on North 27th Street. 

III. DIRECTORS

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Travelers advised to update immunizations. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 12001 Downtown Master Plan Update.
2. Administrative Approvals that were approved by the Planning Director from May 29, 2012 through

June 4, 2012. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Director Dave Landis’ reply to Shawn Koehler regarding a parking lot question.

a) Shawn Koehler’s email of May 25, 2012, included in Director’s Agenda on June 4, 2012. 
  

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

GENE CARROLL
1. Letter from Shirley Knutson on denial of claim for damage caused by a City tree. 

 
V. MISCELLANEOUS

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
   

VII. ADJOURNMENT  
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Engineering Services, 901 West Bond, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7711

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 4, 2012
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Kris Humphrey, Engineering Services, 402-441-7711

       Fred Beck, E&A Consulting Group, 402-420-7217

OPEN HOUSE SET FOR SOUTH 56TH STREET DESIGN

The public is invited to an open house from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, June 6 to discuss the
proposed reconstruction of South 56th Street from Shadow Pines Drive to Old Cheney Road. 
The meeting will take place in the multi-purpose room at Humann Elementary School, 6720
Rockwood Lane.

The project will include construction of two lanes of travel in each direction with a raised
median and left- and right-turn lanes at major intersections.  Other improvements include
sidewalks, a trail along the west side of 56th Street, storm sewers, utilities, lighting, the
reconstruction of the Beal Slough and a pedestrian undercrossing.   The project is expected to
begin in 2014, and federal funds are covering about 80 percent of the cost.

The open house will not include a formal presentation, but those attending will be able to review
the proposed plans and discuss the project with representatives from the design team and City
staff.  

The meeting room is accessible for persons with disabilities.  Those requiring additional special
accommodations are asked to contact Kris Humphrey, City Engineering Services, at 402-326-
1176.  If you have questions regarding the open house, contact Humphrey or Fred Beck, E&A
Consulting Group, 402-420-7217.   More information can be found at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword:
56th Street).
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LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES

136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8500

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 6, 2012 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Pat Leach, Library Director, 402-441-8510,                                

                                                       p.leach@lincolnlibraries.org

             

LIBRARY TRUSTEES  SEEK CANDIDATES FOR BOARD

Residents of Lincoln are invited to apply for a vacancy on the Board of Trustees of Lincoln City

Libraries.  Those interested in the seven-year term have until Monday, July 2 to submit materials.

Applicants are asked to submit a letter of interest and a completed Board Appointment

Information form.  Materials can be e-mailed to library@lincolnlibraries.org  or mailed to

Candidate Search, Lincoln City Libraries, 136 S 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508.  The Board

Appointment Information form is available by calling 402-441-8512 or by printing a copy from

the lincolnlibraries.org/board/boardappointmentinfo. 

The Board of Trustees of Lincoln City Libraries is a seven-member administrative board

appointed by the Lincoln City Council.  It is the trustee’s obligation to work toward improvement

in library services through well-trained staff and efficient use of funds; to support adequate

funding for library services; and to promote the best possible use of all library resources. The

mission of Lincoln City Libraries is to foster the power of reading and provide open access to all

forms of information to enrich people’s lives every day.

After reviewing the applications, the Library Board will forward information from all interested

individuals to the City Council along with any recommendations.
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LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES

136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8500

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 6, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Vicki Wood, Youth Services Supervisor, 402-441-8565

             

LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES TO OFFER SPANISH LANGUAGE GROUP

Lincoln City Libraries is hosting a book discussion group for Spanish-speaking parents and their

elementary-age children  Saturdays, June 9 through July 7.  Programs are from 11 a.m. to noon at

the Bennett Martin Public Library, 136 S. 14th Street.  The Magic Tree House series of books

will be read and discussed, and the programs include crafts and a light snack.

Literacy activities will be provided for preschool children as the parents and older children

participate in the book group.  Pre-registration is required. To register, call Lorena at 402-217-

4918.

This program is made possible through funding from the Kevin Colleran  Memorial Fund,

established with the Foundation for Lincoln City Libraries.  For more information, visit

lincolnlibraries.org.
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LINCOLN CITY LIBRARIES

136 S. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-8500

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 6, 2012 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Vicki Wood, Youth Services Supervisor, 402-441-8565

             

READING ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED  ACROSS CITY AND COUNTY

To encourage participation in the summer reading program, Lincoln City Libraries will provide

outreach services during June and July.  Programs include story time, a craft activity and, in county

sites, books for children to check out.  Summer reading materials will be available for all ages.

Lancaster County sites include:

• Bennet Community Church, Wednesdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

• Davey Community Center, Tuesdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

• Denton Community Center, Wednesdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

• Firth Village Hall, Thursdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

• Hallam Village Hall, Thursdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

• Hickman Haven Manor, Mondays, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

• Hickman Presbyterian Church, Thursdays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

• Holland Reformed Church, Mondays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

• Malcolm United Methodist Church, Wednesdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

• Panama Presbyterian Church, Wednesdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m. 

• Raymond Woman’s Club Building, Mondays, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

• Sprague Town Hall, Mondays, 1 to 2:30 p.m.

• Waverly Hamlow Elementary School, Tuesdays, 10 to 11 a.m.

• Waverly Foundation Building, Thursdays, 10 to 11:30 a.m.

 

Lincoln sites include:

• Air Park Recreation Center, Tuesdays, 1 to 2 p.m.

• Beattie School, Tuesdays, 9 to 9:30 a.m.

• Brownell/Norwood Park CLC, Thursdays, 1 to 2 p.m.

• Center for People in Need, Tuesdays, 3 to 4 p.m.

• Elliott School, Mondays, 9 to 10 a.m.

• Everett School, Mondays, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

• “F” Street Recreation Center, Wednesdays, 3 to 4 p.m.

• Indian Center, Wednesdays, 1 to 2 p.m

• Lincoln Christian Fellowship Day Care, Thursdays, 10 to 11 a.m.

• Malone Center, Tuesdays, 10 to 11 a.m.

• Salvation Army, Wednesdays, 10 to  11 a.m.

• Willard Community Center, Mondays, 3 to 4 p.m.
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URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

555 S. 10th St., Suite 205, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7606

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 6, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Wynn Hjermstad, Urban Development, 402-441-8211

SCULPTOR INSTALLING BRICK ARCH ON NORTH 27TH STREET

The public is invited to view the construction and installation of a 14-foot brick arch by local

sculptor Michael Morgan on the east side of N. 27th Street,  just south of the Elaine Hammer

Pedestrian Trail Bridge.  The arch will be the focal point of an urban green space that will

include landscaping, a drinking fountain, sitting boulders, a labyrinth and a bicycle tool station. 

Tax-increment financing funds generated by N. 27th Street improvements are paying for the

project.  

Morgan has been working on the installation of the arch since May 9, and neighborhood middle-

and high-school students helped score, texturize and shape about 300 of the thousands of bricks

used in the structure.  The arch is expected to be completed by mid-June, and additional

enhancements will be added by September.
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LINCOLN-LANCASTER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

3140 “N” St., Lincoln, NE 68510, 402-441-8000 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:     June 6, 2012    

FOR MORE INFORMATION:   Judith Halstead, Health Director, 402-441-8001 

                                                    Tim Timmons, Communicable Disease Program, 402-441-8056 

TRAVELERS ADVISED TO UPDATE IMMUNIZATIONS 

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department (LLCHD) advises those traveling to Europe 

this summer to be immunized against measles.  According to the Centers for Disease Control 

(CDC), more than 37,000 measles cases were reported from Europe in 2011, and France, Italy 

and Spain were among those hardest hit.   As of late April, 1,279 suspected measles cases have 

been reported In the United Kingdom, site of the 2012 Summer Olympics.  That compares 

to 1,083 measles cases reported in the United Kingdom in all of 2011. 

In 2000, measles was declared eliminated in the U.S. due to high vaccination coverage and 

effective public health response.  But travelers who have not been vaccinated are at risk of 

getting the disease and spreading it to their friends and family members.  Measles is one of the 

most contagious diseases, and even domestic travellers may be exposed on airplanes or in 

airports. 

Because of the risk, those traveling should visit with a doctor to make sure their immunizations 

are up to date.  Those who cannot show they were vaccinated as children and who have never 

had measles should probably be vaccinated. 

The first dose of measles vaccine is routinely recommended at age 12- to 15- months in the U.S. 

However, it is recommended that children travelling outside the country get the vaccine starting 

at age six months.   

The only vaccines against measles available in the U.S. are the measles-mumps-rubella (MMR) 

and the measles-mumps-rubella-varicella (MMRV) vaccines. MMR has been used safely and 

effectively since the 1970s. A few people experience mild, temporary adverse reactions, such as 

joint pain, but serious side effects are extremely rare. 

For more information: 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/united-kingdom.htm 

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/united-kingdom.htm




City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g June 5, 2012

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Approvals

cc: g Jean Preister

This is a list of the Administrative Approvals that were approved by the Planning Director
from May 29, 2012 thru June 4, 2012

Administrative Amendment No. 12015 to Special Permit No. 1385, approved by the
Planning Director on June 1, 2012, requested by USA Roller Sports, to install a three-sided
sign on the southeast part of the property, generally located at S. 48th St. and South St. 

Administrative Amendment No. 12021 to Use Permit No. 64, Kensington Plaza, to
change Lot 3 from 7,000 square feet to 3,470 square feet; Lot 4 from 11,000 square feet
to 5,400 square feet and Lot 5 from 11,000 square feet to 20,130 square feet and to include
conceptual drive through lanes, on property generally located at S. 14th St. and Old Cheney
Rd. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Kristi K. Nydahl
Sent: Wednesday, June 06, 2012 3:52 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: FW: Parking Ticket Question

Attached is Director Landis' response to Mr. Koehler regarding his parking ticket question.   Thank you. 
 
 

From: David Landis  
Sent: Tuesday, June 05, 2012 4:32 PM 
To: 'shawn.koehler@bayer.com' 
Subject: FW: Parking Ticket Question 
 
 
Dear Mr. Koehler, 
 
Thank you for your recent thoughtful e‐mail about parking ticket costs in Lincoln.  Your message established that your 
company does almost $40,000 in hospitality business in Lincoln and your company has a number of options in deciding 
where to conduct business.  The part of our parking system that particularly rankles is the quickness with which the City 
goes from a $10 ticket to a $25 cost, which is 7 days.  The rapidity of that jump as well as the size of the increase are 
indicators of a city that is not friendly to business.  Your message was more involved but I hope that is a fair 
characterization of your basic thoughts. 
 
You are right when you point out that our methods differ from other cities.  That is true in several ways.  My own 
experience confirms with yours that a 7 day period is shorter than the norm.  Sometimes it's two weeks, more often 30 
days.  The 8 day rule in Fort Collins is an anomaly as is Lincoln. 
 
Why did we change our ticket system a year ago?  Because 30% of tickets were never paid.  The cost of the tickets never 
went up from $10.  Repeated letters and notices increased our costs but the penalty was frozen at $10.  In fact the 
backlog of unpaid tickets exceeded $1 million.  There was little chance of collecting a significant portion of that account 
receivable because the legal cost of chasing $10 tickets was prohibitive.  And businesses said that towing offenders was 
also perceived as not being business friendly.   
 
There are a number of smaller Nebraska towns that do not have parking tickets altogether but cities of a quarter million 
people almost uniformly have tickets.  Omaha is a good measuring stick I think.  Our parking meter rate is half the cost of 
Omaha and if the February 17, 2012 article in the World Herald is accurate, the suggested rate of $2.00/hour will be four 
times the Lincoln rate.  Lincoln is an anomaly for having lowered the cost of a ticket from $10 to $9 for those who pay 
on‐line.  A $9 Lincoln ticket is 40% cheaper than a $16 ticket in Omaha.  After the price increase for late payment, the 
Lincoln ticket of $25 is, again, cheaper than the $36 Omaha ticket.  Unlike Omaha and many other cities, our City garages 
give parkers the first hour of their stay for free.  The first hour free program has been aimed at making parking in 
garages cheaper and more attractive to shoppers.  We are building 1,100 stalls of garage parking to add to building our 
downtown inventory in the next 18 months.  This is aimed at making parking more available and at very competitive 
terms.   
 
Mr. Koehler, you're right when you point out that we have an uncharacteristically short time line in moving to late 
payment rates.  It is one aspect of a many sided program.  Before you decide that Lincoln is indifferent or unfriendly to 
the interests of business please take into consideration: 
                1)  $9 is uncharacteristically low for a ticket 
                2)  $25 is uncharacteristically low once late payment status is achieved 
                3)  Our on street meter rates are uncharacteristically cheap 
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                4)  Our garage rates are moderate and a first hour free parking program is unique 
 
We are not perfect, but we are trying to make progress in the face of $1 million of unpaid parking tickets.  I appreciate 
that you would take the time to read this message.  I assure you the seriousness your message and the care you took in 
framing the issues occasioned a response that hopes to exhibit the same thoughtfulness in return.  My office number is 
402‐441‐7126 and my cell is 402‐817‐8179 if you wish to share further thoughts on this or any other matter.  I hope you 
will consider continuing to use Lincoln as a base for operations, we are most assuredly open for business. 
 
Sincerely, 
David Landis 
Director 
Urban Development Department 
City of Lincoln 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Shawn Koehler [shawn.koehler@bayer.com]
Sent: Friday, May 25, 2012 11:33 AM
To: Ken D. Smith
Cc: Carl B. Eskridge; Jonathan A. Cook; Jon Camp; DiAnna R. Schimek; DiAnna R. Schimek; 

DiAnna R. Schimek; Council Packet; Mayor
Subject: Parking Ticket Question - Larger impact

Mr. Smith, 
 
I am the manager for Bayer CropScience for Nebraska and South Dakota.  I am writing to express my displeasure of how 
your department has handled my payment of citation number 53035558 issued 5/9 at meter #1214. 
 
I am writing this letter in fairness for you, the City of Lincoln, and its business owners.  I wasn’t going to send anything, 
but its not fair to you if I do not. 
 
I spent the day of May 9 meeting with a customer in the Haymarket area, and due to inadequate parking in the area; I 
couldn’t leave the meeting to pay the meter again and thus received a $10 ticket.  Which – I understand and I knew that 
was what would happen.  I got home, placed the ticket on my desk with intentions to pay upon getting home from my 
next business trip when I can take care of my expenses accordingly. 
 
The payment was submitted on May 16, after the ticket was received on May 9.  Today my payment was returned saying 
that I now owe $25 because I didn’t pay the ticket within 7 days. 
 
A 7 day turnaround is absolutely unreasonable and I have never seen that quick of a requirement.  I’ve seen payment 
terms of net 30,45,60 day terms, but never 7.   
 
Thus – This is an indicator that Lincoln, NE is not a business friendly city.  It appears that the City of Lincoln does not 
appreciate patronage and this truly gives Lincoln a black eye.  It makes me wonder – ‘What else are they going to hit me 
with down the road?’ 
 
So I now have to decide if I continue to do business in the City of Lincoln.  I’m sure that the businesses in Lincoln would 
enjoy knowing that simple parking meter terms could cost them revenue.  Norfolk, Columbus, Ashland, LaVista, Omaha, 
Grand Island and Nebraska City are all other options for me.  So it may be time to test the waters. 
 
To help you quantify what this patronage is worth: 
 
I hold 7‐15 meetings in Lincoln per year with an average spend of $2700 per meeting with hotel and room, plus evening 
dinners that average $1100 over the course of our meetings.  We also hold other farmer/ag retailer events and 
frequently decide between many towns which meeting those will be held in. 
 
A good estimate is $38,000 of business done by me in Lincoln, NE. 
 
So my question for you, the mayor, and the city council –  

‐ Is a 7 day payment requirement something that you feel is the best for your city? 
‐ Do you feel that a 7 day turnaround with a 250% increase is reasonable? 
‐ Do either of these 1) improve city parking issues, 2) truly improve your cash flow, 3) make Lincoln, NE a 

better/safer place to be? 
 
It may be that I do not understand the value of this requirement, and if so – please help me understand how this 
improves Lincoln, NE and makes me a better patron / citizen. 
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I have some decisions to make –and a response would be quite helpful. 
 
 
(By the way – why is a $25 ticket such a big deal of $3X,XXX spent in the city? Answer: I cannot expense tickets to my 
company.  It is a cost to me.  Room taxes – yes, parking fees – yes, tickets – no.  Plus, as I mentioned above – its an 
indicator that there may be  other unreasonable hits will I take that are patron abuses down the road.)  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Shawn Koehler 
District Sales Manager ‐ Plains District 
Bayer CropScience 
 
Mobile: (515) 468‐7011 
Office: (712) 527‐2840 
Fax: (888) 586‐5718 
 

The information contained in this e-mail is for the exclusive use of the intended recipient(s) and may be confidential, proprietary, and/or legally privileged.  
Inadvertent disclosure of this message does not constitute a waiver of any privilege.  If you receive this message in error, please do not directly or indirectly use, 
print, copy, forward, or disclose any part of this message.  Please also delete this e-mail and all copies and notify the sender.  Thank you.  

For alternate languages please go to http://bayerdisclaimer.bayerweb.com 







DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

   MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2012

 I. CITY CLERK
1. Correspondence from Norma E. Olston opposing creating Paving District No. 2631 in

Gladstone from 35th to 36th Street, and 36th Street from Gladstone to Hartley.  
2. Correspondence from Herb Lavigne, Lavigne Enterprises, in favor of the City Council passing

ordinance on paving district in Gladstone from 35th to 36th Street, and 36th Street from Gladstone
to Hartley. 

 II. MAYOR & DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for week of June 9th through June 15,

2012. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Tickets remain for Mayor’s Arts Awards.  
3. NEWS RELEASE. Additional block closed downtown. Celebrate Lincoln and water main

project creating congestion. 

III. DIRECTORS

PARKS AND RECREATION
1. Meeting agenda for Thursday, June 14, 2012.

a) Minutes of Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting of Thursday, May 10, 2012. 

WEED CONTROL 
1. Weed Abatement Program, Lancaster County/City of Lincoln, May 2012. 

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. LES Administrative Board meeting agenda for Friday, June 15, 2012. Support materials can be

found at www.les.com. 
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Date: June 8, 2012
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of June 9 through 15, 2012

Schedule subject to change

NO PUBLIC EVENTS SCHEDULED 



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7511

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 8, 2012    

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

       Deb Weber, Lincoln Arts Council, 402-434-2787

             

TICKETS REMAIN FOR MAYOR’S ARTS AWARDS

A limited number of tickets is still available for the 2012 Mayor's Arts Awards, which will be

presented the evening of Monday, June 18 at the Lied Center for Performing Arts.   Reservations

will be accepted until 5 p.m. Monday, June 11.  Tickets are $50 each, and they are available at

artscene.org or at the Lincoln Arts Council, 1701 S. 17th St.   The theme for the event is

“Destination: ARTS.”  It  begins at 5:30 p.m. and includes a reception, dinner and awards

ceremony.

 The 2012 award winners are:

• Mayor's Choice Award -  Mary Riepma Ross Media Arts Center 

• Arts Organization Award - Friends of the Robert Hillestad Textiles Gallery

• Outstanding Event Award - Flatwater Shakespeare Company's production of "A

Midsummer Night's Dream"

• Artistic Achievement Award - Visual Arts - Janice Stauffer 

• Artistic Achievement Award - Performing Arts - Stephen Gaines

• Artistic Achievement Award - Youth - Rebecca DeNell

• Gladys Lux Education Award - Christin Mamiya

• Heart of the Arts Award -  the late Claire Hoppe

• Halcyon Allsman Benefactor of the Arts Award - Robert and Vicki Northrup

• Oliva Family "Arts for Kids" Award - the late Sarah Lahr

• ArtScene Backstage Award - Nancy Dawson

• Literary Heritage Award - Joe Starita

• Kimmel Foundation Emerging Artist Award - Trudie Teijink

• Kimmel Foundation Emerging Writer Award - Marie Thurmer



PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

555 S. 10th St., Suite 208, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7548

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: June 8, 2012

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Steve Owen, Lincoln Water System, 402-499-4058

ADDITIONAL BLOCK CLOSED DOWNTOWN

Celebrate Lincoln and water main project creating congestion

City officials have closed an additional block of “N” Street due to congestion at 14th and “N.”

The Celebrate Lincoln festival has already closed “N” from 12th to 14th streets.  “N” Street is

now closed from just east of 14th to just west of Centennial Mall.   The intersection of 14th and

“N” will remain open.   Traffic signal timing in the area also is being adjusted.

Traffic on 14th between “N” and “P” is down to one lane due to a water main project,

contributing to the congestion at 14th and “N.”

Other closures are 13th Street from “M” to “O” for Celebrate Lincoln and Centennial Mall from

“M” to “N” for the mall improvement project.  Work on other downtown street resurfacing

projects has been temporarily suspended.

Those headed to Celebrate Lincoln from the east are advised to use “O” or “L” streets.  

More information on downtown parking and City construction projects is available at

lincoln.ne.gov.  More information on Celebrate Lincoln is available at celebratelincoln.org.

- 30 -

   





























 Weed Abatement Program 
Lancaster County / City of Lincoln         

May 2012  
www.lancaster.ne.gov/weeds  

The following is an article from the  
Lincoln JournalStar on May 18th. 
 

Warm weather, weedy lawns 
keep inspectors busy 
 
By: Michael Bamesberger,  
Lincoln JournalStar  

City ordinances governing weeds and hedges 
aren’t well known among Lincoln residents, 
but they can cost those who don’t abide. 

One ordinance mandates property owners to 
cut and clear "weeds and worthless 
vegetation" that have grown more than 6 
inches tall. Another governs landscaping in 
the “park space,” the area between the street 
and sidewalk, and mandates that plants and 
hedges stay less than 30 inches tall and not 
grow onto sidewalks. 

 

Musk thistle in a backyard in Lincoln 

Failure to comply can result in a visit from a 
city-contracted mower -- and a bill after the 
work is done. 

Brent Meyer, weed control superintendent, 
said thousands of complaints are filed every 
year with the Lancaster Weed Control 
Authority and Public Works. 

This year, a warm spring pushed the growing 
season four weeks earlier than usual, Meyer 
said, causing an increase in weed growth as 
well as the number of inspections. So far, 
Weed Control has done 728 inspections. 

Other than being unsightly, tall weeds can 
reduce property values, attract pests, 
exacerbate health problems and become fire 
hazards, he said. 

A common problem is lack of awareness. For 
example, residents living along arterial streets 
often say they didn't know they were 
responsible for cutting grass and weeds along 
the street, even if the weeds are separated 
from their lawn by a fence, Meyer said. 

Last year, the agency sent contractors to cut 
down weeds 269 times – returning to some 
properties more than once. 

The problem isn’t isolated to one part of the 
city. 

“With the foreclosure problem, it’s 
everywhere,” Meyer said. “There are some 
very nice properties that get out of control 
because all of a sudden, no one lives there.” 

When homeowners don’t respond to violations 
or don’t comply in time, the city is authorized 
to have the area mowed and send a bill for the 
work, plus a $100 fee. 

If the fees aren’t paid, city law allows the cost 
to be assessed as a lien against property. 

Meyer said most people are cooperative, but a 
few properties are repeat offenders. 

"We already have one property we are 
mowing for the second time this year," he 
said. "It's going to be a long summer." 

 

 
 



Inspection Activity 
 
Weed Abatement 
Inspections 
With the early spring weather in 2012, 
inspections on weed abatement are up 
162.7% at the end of May.  In 2011 we had 
a total of 587 weed abatement inspections 
completed.  At the same time this year we 
have already completed 1,542 inspections. 

 
Weed abatement violation 
 
Complaints 
Weed control has received 636 complaints 
already in 2012 compared to 327 at the end 
of May in 2011.  This is 309 more 
complaints for an increase of 94.5%. 
 
Notices & Force controls 
As of the end of May we had sent 200 legal 
notices and performed 23 force cuttings. 
 

 
Contractors hired to do force mowing 
 
 
Noxious Weeds within City Limits 
Inspections 
Noxious weed inspections are way ahead of 
a normal year as well.  Our inspectors have 
completed 499 noxious weed inspections 

compared to 308 last year.  That is an 
increase of 191 inspections or 62%. 
 
Infestations – May 31 
Our first round of inspections are complete 
on musk thistle, Canada thistle and leafy 
spurge.  The inspections are just beginning 
on the other listed noxious weeds. 
 
May 31, 2012 
 Noxious weed Sites 
 Musk thistle  169 
 Leafy spurge  61 
 Phragmites  18 
 Knotweed  5 
 Canada thistle  2 
 Saltcedar  1 
 Purple loosestrife 1 
 
Japanese Knotweed at 56th & Holdrege 

 
Japanese Knotweed prior to chemical application 
 

 
Japanese Knotweed after chemical application 
 

June Planned Activities 
6 5 Rivers WMA 
8 NE Invasive Species Council 
14 Management Team Meeting 
19 LPWMA Meeting 
21 Spring Creek Prairie Audubon Center – 

Weed Walk 
28 Problem Resolution Team 
29 Monthly activity report 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

            AGENDA 
                                      LES ADMINISTRATIVE BOARD 
                                     Friday, June 15, 2012 – 9:30 A.M. 
                                                 LES Board Room 
                                                  1040 “O” Street 
 
 

 
9:30 A.M.   
1. Call to Order 
 
2. Approval of Minutes of the May 18, 2012 Regular Meeting of the LES  
 Administrative Board 
 
3. Comments from Customers 
  
4. Committee Reports 
 A. Operations & Power Supply Committee  
 B. Finance & Audit Committee  
   
5. Administrator & CEO Reports 
     *A. Ratification of Six-Month Claims, LES Resolution 2012-10 

     *B. Tax-Exempt Financing Compliance Procedure, LES 
  Resolution 2012-11  
 C. 2011 Annual Report  
 D. Report on Meetings with the Rating Agencies  
  
6.  Chief Operating Officer’s Reports 
 A. 2012 Construction Review and Outlook 
 B. Transmission Projects Update 
 C. DEC West Haymarket and County Detention Facilities Update 
 D. Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) Update 

  
7.  Other Business 
 A. Monthly Financial and Power Supply Reports 
 B. Miscellaneous Information 
 
8. Adjournment         
 
*  Denotes Action Items    
 
    
                      Next Administrative Board meeting Friday, July 20, 2012. 

 



           MINUTES
              DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

            JUNE 11, 2012

Present: Carl Eskridge, Vice Chair; DiAnna Schimek; Jon Camp; Doug Emery; and Jonathan Cook

Absent: Adam Hornung, Chair

Others: Joan Ross, City Clerk; Rod Confer, City Attorney; Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff; Steve Hubka,
Finance Director; Jeff McReynolds, GIS Program Manager; and Miki Esposito, Public Works
and Utilities Director 

Vice Chair Eskridge opened the meeting at 2:04 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings
Act.   
 
I. CITY CLERK

Ross stated with Eskridge acting chair will ask someone to make the motion on the items signed last
week. On Public Liquor Hearing Resolutions, #9 carried over, #10 & #11 will be called together. Council
received correspondence on Item #12, one for and one against. Items #15 & #16 will be called together.
Items #21 &  #22 will be called together since both are purchasing contracts. On #53, 11R-62, received
correspondence from Urban Development to withdraw, and will need a motion. At the open microphone
session have one item. 

Cook questioned Camp’s agenda item. Camp stated listed to change the sidewalk on the west side of 70th.
Cook stated Council dealt with this last fall with an ordinance, and in 2006 with a resolution. The
ordinance passed giving the City authority to install the sidewalk and assess property. Why is this back,
and why have another public hearing on a decided  item? Camp stated several Council Members received
calls from concerned citizens questioning some of the process. Thought to put on as a revision, have a
public hearing, and Council can decide. Cook stated Council created a sidewalk improvement district,
which isn’t changed by this resolution. Camp stated if this passes probably would have follow up on
modifications. Rather than a lot of last minute amendments Public Works will consider holding the
sidewalk pavement until this public hearing. 

Carroll stated half of the property owners on the westside have put in sidewalks, spent the money, as
Council voted to do twice. Public Works is in a holding pattern to complete the sidewalks, although it’s
costing people money to wait, and some have paid, so don’t see why Council needs to vote for a third
time. May make a motion to reject consideration of the resolution. This needs to go away, we voted
twice. Don’t think we need another public hearing as only a few property owners are left who haven’t
put in the sidewalks. They had public hearing times to come in and speak before Council with their case.

Esposito stated they granted a stay until we heard what the Council wants to do, but are ready to go and
would like to complete the sidewalk.              

    
II. MAYOR  

1. NEWS RELEASE. Open House set for South 56th Street design. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Library trustees seek candidates for Board 
3. NEWS RELEASE. Lincoln City Libraries to offer Spanish language group. 
4. NEWS RELEASE. Reading activities scheduled across City and County. 
5. NEWS RELEASE. Sculptor installing brick arch on North 27th Street. 
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III. DIRECTORS

FINANCE    Steve Hubka, Director   (Attachment A)
Hubka stated there has been bond ordinances before Council over the last few months. Previously
reported the sale of a Waste Water Bond issue, which was successful. The last two weeks have had sales.
One was the Highway Allocation Bonds, and the other, Water Refunding Bonds. A quick mention of the
highlights: saved on the Highway Allocation Bonds 7.8%, lowered our interest rate from 4.44% to
1.80%.  Now have a net present value with benefit of $2,350,000,  annual savings about $220,000, the
par amount of the bonds is reduced because they were sold at a significant premium. Buyers of these
bonds are willing to pay a premium, they want a coupon rate, and a lot of times in the 4% to 5% range.
Getting a very good premium on the sale of the bonds.

Hubka pointed out on the attachment also listed the results of the Water Bonds sold last week. The ones
before were sold on May 22nd. We had a huge present value savings as a percentage, 15%.  A re-offering
premium of over a million dollars, again reduced the par amount of the bonds. Our average annual
savings is about $195,000 a year, and our interest costs went from 4.93% to 1.82%. 

Hubka added these have been extremely successful, and we hit the absolute bottom of some rates. You
hear of 30 and 15 year mortgages at their lowest rate ever and we happened to be in the market at the
right time. Fortunately having the ordinances passed was very helpful. Council has another on Third
Reading today for GO Bonds and looking to sell the week of June 22nd. It is a smaller issue so the dollar
savings will not be as large. Started out with the ones having the most potential for savings. Thank you
for getting those passed in a timely manner, as it has been very helpful. 

Camp asked when we have a premium does it go to us? Hubka replied yes. Camp asked if the reason for
a significant decrease in the present value? Hubka agreed, adding plus the interest rate. Camp asked with
no pre-payment penalties and same maturity? Hubka stated the length and issues remain the same. 

GIS      Jeff McReynolds, GIS Program Manager
McReynolds stated he would present the GIS updates. He demonstrated how to pull up the GIS home
page, bringing up GIS mapping capabilities, which we have had since approximately 1999. On line, up
to date with the most current information. Property ownership is the typical look up. McReynolds pointed
out how to progress through the GIS mapping application. McReynolds prompted through the GIS
updates of interest. Some items illustrated were the search bar, and sub-sections; the map switcher; book
marks; search tool; pictomary; draw and measure tools; Google street view; and the ability to print or
create a pdf. 

McReynolds also demonstrated how to search by owner name; address; the different options available.
Showed access to County Treasurer’s website for property information, sales, Assessor’s Office. With
the pictomary viewer, choosing size, and different views of property. All legal to view. He stated they
have internal tools for staff on measurements of property. 

Cook asked if the measurement tools are available to the public? McReynolds replied available internally
to the City and County, not to the public. Cook thought measurements were previously available, with
McReynolds showing which options were open to the public. He added there are separate resources used,
although the same vendor. 

Camp asked if internally can see the layout of rooms? McReynolds replied nothing is tied to the building
footprint information. The Fire Department has some abilities for their pre-plans but nothing is publically
available on that site. 
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Cook asked if this requires a flash player? McReynolds replied yes, and next will work on being available
on all different device types. We can now can go back several years, showing previous image data. Do
have a map switcher capability in collaboration with different departments, delivering various pieces of
information. Intent is to have all historic imagery, and data, as far back as possible.

Carroll stated there was talk of putting GIS links on our on line agenda. McReynolds replied still working
on. Cook went back to some features only being internal, and questioned why. McReynolds answered
as part of the license agreement with the vendor we’re licensed for the use of the data and public display
is the view of the information, the distance and measurement type capabilities are part of the user
agreement. Cook commented we make available everything we can within the legal limitations.
McReynolds added this is a collaborative effort between different departments, not just one. Eskridge
thanked McReynolds.                                   

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
1. Travelers advised to update immunizations. - No comment

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 12001 Downtown Master Plan Update.
2. Administrative Approvals that were approved by the Planning Director from May 29, 2012

through June 4, 2012. 
No comment

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Director Dave Landis’ reply to Shawn Koehler regarding a parking lot question.

a) Shawn Koehler’s email of May 25, 2012, included in Director’s Agenda on June 4, 2012. 
No comment

  
IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS - No comments 

GENE CARROLL
1. Letter from Shirley Knutson on denial of claim for damage caused by a City tree. 

 No comment

V. MISCELLANEOUS - No comment

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS - No comment
   

VII.     ADJOURNMENT
    Vice Chair Eskridge adjourned the meeting at 2:37 p.m. 
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