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FACTSHEET

TITLE: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO.
02002.11 (Proposal #11), requested by Brian D.
Carstens and Associates on behalf of Krein Real Estate,
to amend the 2025 Lincoln-Lancaster County
Comprehensive Plan to change property from Public and
Semi-Public to Commercial, generally located
approximately one block southeast of So. 70th Street and
“O” Street.   

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 

BOARD/COMMITTEE:  Planning Commission
Public Hearing: 10/16/02
Administrative Action: 10/16/02

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (9-0: Steward, Bills-
Strand, Krieser, Larson, Carlson, Newman, Taylor,
Duvall and Schwinn voting ‘yes’).

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The staff recommendation to approve  this comprehensive plan amendment request is based upon the
“Status/Description” and “Comprehensive Plan Implications” as set forth in the staff report on p.2, concluding that
the retention of the Public and Semi-Public use is not appropriate since this land is no longer in public ownership
or use.  While the commercial designation is appropriate, the specific land uses should be more transitional in
nature, such as office uses, rather than more intensive retail or restaurant uses which could impact adjacent uses
and have site specific traffic implications. 

2. The minutes of the Planning Commission are found on p.3.  

3. There was no testimony in opposition.

4. On October 16, 2002, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 
9-0 to recommend approval (See Minutes, p.4).  
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LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
___________________________________________________

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 02002

Proposal #11

Applicant Location Proposal

Brian Carstens for Krein Real

Estate

Approximately one block

southeast of S. 70th and O

Street

Change from Public and Semi

Public to Commercial

Recommendation: Approval
The retention of the Public and Semi Public use is not appropriate since this land is no longer in public

ownership or use. While the commercial designation is appropriate, the specific land uses should be

more transitional in nature, such as office uses, rather than more intensive retail or restaurant uses

which could impact adjacent uses and have site specific traffic implications. 

Status/Description

This land is currently occupied by a historic older house and several trees. The property was once owned by

the Veterans Medical Center but was sold to Krein Real Estate several years ago. The sale carried  several stipulations

regarding the use of the historic house on the property. 

Public Works and Utilities notes: “Although this proposed commercial development does not appear to be a

concern we do not know the specifics of this proposal. Access to this site will be restricted to right -in right-out as a

result of its proximity to O Street.” For a small site, developed in office uses, this type of access is acceptable.

Comprehensive Plan Implications

The Comprehensive Plan states in the Community Facilities section on page F 131:

“The Veterans Medical Center at 600 South 70th Street was established in 1930. For over seven decades the

handsome complex of Colonial style buildings has served veterans throughout the region.  The buildings and grounds

are eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places.  The site is an important part of the history of Lincoln

and Lancaster County.  

The Veterans Center faces an uncertain future. If the federal government deems that its current hospital use

is to be discontinued, then any redevelopment of the site (including the site of the existing residence on the grounds)

should be done in a manner that respects the character of the historic property and adjacent neighborhood.”

Conclusion

Retention of the Public and Semi-Public designation is inappropriate for property privately owned and in which

there are no plans for public acquisition. The commercial designation is appropriate, however, the future use of the site

should be a less intensive and transitional commercial use, such as office uses. In addition, the design of the buildings

and site should be done in a sensitive manner.  This property is the site “of the existing residence on the grounds” that

is referred to on page F 131 of the plan as noted above. Thus, any redevelopment of this small parcel should be done

in a manner that respects the character of the historic property and the adjacent neighborhood.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 02002.11
PROPOSAL #11 

Southeast of So. 70th and “O” Streets

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 02002
14 LAND USE PROPOSALS.
PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: October 16, 2002

Members present: Steward, Bills-Strand, Krieser, Larson, Carlson, Newman, Taylor, Duvall and
Schwinn.  
        
Steve Henrichsen of Planning staff advised the Commission that these are the 14 land use proposals
which came before the Planning Commission last April during the Comprehensive Plan update.  The
Planning Commission had recommended that these proposals be held over, and the City Council and
County Board agreed.  Proposal #1 requested by the School Sisters of Christ the King will not be
heard today.  The applicant previously requested that this proposal be deferred.  

(Editorial Note: The Commission held public hearing on all 13 land use proposals before taking
administrative action on any of them.  Once the public hearing was closed, the Commission went
back to Proposal #2 and voted on each proposal separately.  For purposes of organization and
clarity, the action taken by the Commission at the close of the public hearing is being inserted with
the appropriate proposal within this minutes documents.)

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 02002
PROPOSAL #11
PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: October 16, 2002

Members present: Steward, Bills-Strand, Krieser, Larson, Carlson, Newman, Taylor, Duvall and
Schwinn.  

Staff recommendation: Approval.

Proponents

1.  Brian Carstens appeared on behalf of Krein Real Estate to answer any questions.  

There were no questions.

There was no testimony in opposition.

Public hearing was closed.
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 02002.11
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: October 16, 2002

Bills-Strand moved approval, seconded by Taylor and carried 9-0: Steward, Bills-Strand, Krieser,
Larson, Carlson, Newman, Taylor, Duvall and Schwinn voting ‘yes’.




























