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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  
June 8, 2015 

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, June 8, 2015 at 5:35 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference Room, 
City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  
Fifteen citizens and eight staff attended: 

Tracy Corr – 40th & A NA Mark Kohler – Capitol View NA 
Rifka Keilson – Country Club NA  Paul Johnson – East Campus CO 
Rick Helwig – Eastridge NA Pat Anderson-Sifuentez – Everett NA & NW-L 
Paula Rhian – Everett NA Nick Hernandez -- Havelock NA  
Myrna Coleman -- Highlands NA Scott Richert – Indian Village NA  
Amy Karabel – Irvingdale NA Mike DeKalb – University Place CO  
Bill Vocasek – West A NA Lin Quenzer – Mayor’s Office 
Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept 
Russell Miller – Lincoln Neighborhood Alliance Barb Fraser – Community Learning Centers 
Adam Rhoads – Health Dept - KLLCB Jeff Kirkpatrick – City Attorney 
Brian Jackson – Asst Capt., Police Dept Chris Peterson – Capt., Police Dept 
Mayor Beutler  

Welcome & Introductions, Volunteer to Take Notes 
Everyone introduced themselves.  Paula Rhian volunteered to take notes. 

Mayor’s Comments 
Mayor Beutler stated that he knows it is difficult right now with all the road construction. The City wants to keep 
getting to a higher level of roads. The quality of the roads is measured every three years and will be done again 
in December. The City is expecting the ratings to improve this year with all of the additional work on the 
roadways. 

Mayor Beutler asked for input on high speed internet conduits. The City needs the conduits to be competitive for 
business development. The cable committee is expected to recommend improving all connections in the city. 
Discussion was held about the need for such conduit and education processes that would be needed for the 
general public. Questions were asked about the cost effectiveness, the efficiency of laying in areas where we 
already have the streets torn up, need for education and school uses, wi-fi in public areas and an apparent 
generational divide in perceived need.  It was stated that the improved connectivity would be helpful for online 
students in college or high school and it could make vacant business locations more attractive.  One resident 
posed “Can we afford not to have it?” 

The Mayor reports that the downtown conduit now has 7 different providers installed in it and that they filled in 
very quickly, even up to level 3.  He asked the Roundtable to think about the issue and stated the city would be 
working very hard on it this year.  The real question is how much do we do per phase and how fast or slow do 
we finish the project. 

SODO – Discussion was held on the South Downtown Planning area meetings that were held last week.  It was 
asked when the current neighborhood associations last looked at their boundaries to see if they still made 
sense. 

K2 Presentation 
A presentation on K2 was given by Assistant Chief Brian Jackson, Captain Peterson and City Attorney Jeff 
Kirkpatrick.  The use of a nuisance ordinance similar to one found in Arizona was utilized to stop the sale of 
the drug in head shops. In addition to attachments, see lincoln.ne.gov, keyword: K2.  
See Attachments 1a and 1b.   

Announcements 
 University Place farmers market starts June 11 and will be held every Wednesday from 3-7 p.m. until

the middle of September. 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/health/data/cdc/K2.htm#s
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 NeighborWorks-Lincoln will be hosting events this week starting with the dedication of the new

streetscape on 11th street June 9th from 5:30-7 at 11 & G.  See Attachment 2.
 Lancaster County Health Department distributed fliers on fireworks clean up.  See Attachment 3.
 Uncle Sam Jam at Oak Lake will be held on July 3rd.  See Attachment 4.
 Health Happens in Neighborhoods presentation will be held, June 17, 1500 S 48th, Bryan Medical Plaza

3-4:30 p.m. See Attachment 5.
 Idea cards for Prosper Lincoln are due by June 30th.

Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be July 13th at 5:30 p.m.  The topic will be 
determined. 

Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m. 

Submitted by Paula Rhian 



Synthetic 
Cannabinoids 

Captain Chris Peterson 
(Created By Sergeant Daren Reynolds) 

Lincoln/Lancaster County Narcotics 
Task Force 

So who came up with this stuff?? 
….and why? 

John W. Huffman 

Professor emeritus of organic chemistry John W. 
Huffmann of Clemson University 

Credited with being first to develop these chemicals 
Research on making a drug that would target cannabinoid 
receptors 

Multiple sclerosis, Aids, Chemotherapy 

Funded by the National Institution on Drug Abuse 
Over 20 years – developed 450 synthetic cannabinoids 

JWH series 

“People who use it are idiots”  

John W. Huffman 

Talks about how the sharing 
of data is important to the 
scientific process 
However presentation of 
data is done in scientific 
meetings and publications 
making it available not only 
to scientists, but to others 
who may have different ideas 
about how to use the 
research findings. 

Charles Pfizer 

The CP series of syncans 
CP 47, 497 
CP 55,940 (45x more potent than THC) 
CP 50, 556-1 
CP 945, 598 

Invented by the Charles Pfizer pharmaceutical 
company, a pre-cursor of Pfizer. 
Developed in the late 1970’s, early 1980’s 

(C8)-CP 47,497 

Hebrew University 

The HU series of cannabinoids 
HU-210 (100-800x more potent than THC) 
First synthesized in 1988 by a group led by 
Professor Raphael Mechoulam at the Hebrew 
University 

HU-211 
HU-239 
HU-243 
HU-308 
HU-320 
HU-331 
HU-345 
HU-336 



Origination of some other compounds: 

AM-series, i.e. AM-2201, AM-1221, AM-630 
Named for Northeastern University Professor 
Alexandro Makriyannis 

RCS-series, RCS-4, RCS-8 
Reported to have originated in a single lab in China 

WIN-series, WIN 55,212-2, WIN 55,212-3 
Developed by Sterling Winthrop 

BAY-series 
Developed by Bayer 

So how many compounds are there? 

Over 100 compounds have been identified in the 
literature with potencies at least 2X that of THC. 

So what is a synthetic cannabinoid? 

They are cannabinoid receptor agonists 
A substance that initiates a chemical response when 
combined with a receptor 

Research on different chemicals that would 
work in the body in a similar way as natural 
cannabinoids, i.e. THC. 
CB1 and CB2 brain receptors 

Produces a high like THC (functionality) 
More potent (full agonist) 

 
 

What is in this stuff? 
Plant material – non-controlled plants are used as the 
carrier in herbal incense products. 
The plant materials have little/no physiological effects. 
The “K2” (active drug) is then sprayed on the  medium 
 

 
 
 

-Photo Courtesy of  Jeremy Morris, Johnson County Sheriff ’s 
Office 



Mode of Ingestion - smoking What are the effects of use? 

No clinical trials on effects on humans. 
No regulatory oversight. 
Thus…unknown implications for human health. 
Research is being carried out in “the field”  

Case studies from emergency room visits. 
Case studies of people hurting others or themselves while high. 
Poison control center reports 

Not the ideal way to conduct clinical studies 
Worst case scenarios? 
Is the content and purity of the substance determined? 
Does the plant material itself contribute to intoxication? 
 

 

Physiological Effects 

Seems to depend on the cannabinoid ingested 
Some users report more intense intoxication than 
cannabis while others report that it is milder 

Signs and Symptoms 

Increased blood pressure (as opposed to decreased BP from 
marijuana) 
Increased anxiety and agitation 
Nausea and vomiting 
Psychotic disturbance (e.g. suicide, break from reality) 
Addictions 
Hallucinations / Altered perception 
Seizures 
Heart palpitations 
Respiratory complications 
Aggression 
Mood swings 
Paranoia 

How is K2 different than past trends? 

Manufactured research 
chemicals 
Wide range of substances 
being made 
Aggressive marketing  
Products that have been 
intentionally mislabeled to 
avoid drug laws 
Easily available 
Internet, trade shows, 
facebook, twitter 
Speed at which they react to 
legislation 

Why is K2 so popular? 

Advertised as “legal” alternative to THC 
Functionally similar to THC 
Negative drug screens  

Structurally different than THC so no cross-reaction 
Perception as “safe” drugs 
Attractive packaging 
Avoid stigma  
Minimal risk of getting in trouble 
Relatively affordable 
 



CRIMES 

Controlled Substance – NE Revised Statutes 
 28-405 & 28-401 

Toxic Compounds – Statute + Muni Ordinance 
 Possession, Ingestion, Sale of  

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 
Synthetic Penalties mirror Marijuana Penalties 

WHAT IS BEING DONE 

Search Warrants based upon public safety 
aspect along with criminal investigation 
Compliance Checks at local retailers 
Collaboration with other local agencies 
Collaboration with other law enforcement 
agencies, prosecutors, and labs 

 

Questions? 

Captain Chris Peterson 
Lincoln/Lancaster County Narcotics 

Task Force 
402-441-8175 

lpd888@lincoln.ne.gov 
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National NeighborWorks Week 2015 
June 6 - June 14 

Each June, NeighborWorks America and its network of local NeighborWorks 
organizations mobilize tens of thousands of volunteers, business-people, neighbors, 
friends, and local and national elected and civic leaders in a week of neighborhood 
change and awareness. They rehab and repair homes, paint and landscape properties, 
conduct neighborhood tours, recognize successful partnerships, and host events that 
educate, train and inform.  

NeighborWorks Lincoln is excited to present the following events this week! Please join 
us in celebrating National NeighborWorks Week!! 

Celebrate the 11th Street Improvement Project 
Tuesday, June 9th 5:30-7PM @ 11th & G Streets (South of DaVinci's) 
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