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Program Information

Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century (MAP-21) Act consolidated the New Freedom
and Section 5310 programs into a new program called the “Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and
Individuals with Disabilities Program” (Section 5310 ) – Public Law 112-141, 49 U.S.C 5310.

Objectives:

This program is to provide financial assistance in meeting the transportation needs of elderly
persons and persons with disabilities where public transportation services are unavailable,
inappropriate or insufficient. The new Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility program “is intended to
enhance mobility for seniors and persons with disabilities by providing funds for programs to
serve the special needs of transit dependent populations beyond traditional public transportation
services and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) complementary paratransit services.”
Eligible activities are similar to the previous programs, but now include capital and operating
projects such as wheelchair-accessible vehicles, taxi vouchers, travel training on how to use
fixed-route transit, volunteer driver programs and operations support. A key new requirement is
that MAP-21 requires at least 55 percent of the new Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility program be
spent on capital projects, such as the wheelchair-accessible vehicles, and specifically names
nonprofit organizations as the recommended subrecipient of those grants. As with SAFETEA-
LU,operating projects require a 50 percent match, and capital projects require a 20 percent match.

Urbanized Area Apportionments:

The old Section 5310 program under SAFETEA-LU provided a single apportionment to the
state. The new Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility program under MAP-21 provides a specific
apportionment in all areas - urbanized, small urban, and rural. The Lincoln Urban area is now
separate from the statewide funding for rural and small urbanized areas. The Lincoln Urban area
is to receive an apportionment of $190,042 for use in the FY 2014-15 program of the new
Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility program.



Designated Recipient Agency:

The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) asks that a Designated Recipient be identified for the
new Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility program for each metropolitan planning area and
according to federal regulations, the Governor of each State designates an agency to administer
the program. The MPO in coordination with Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) has agreed
that NDOR is the appropriate designated recipient to administer in the Section 5310 program
Lincoln urban area. 

Program of Projects:

The MPO has worked closely with the NDOR, Rail and Public Transportation Division, in this
year’s application and programming process. Applications were reviewed and prioritized by the
MPO Technical Committee Project Selection Task Force. This is the same Task Force the MPO
has depended on in past years. 

The Project Selection Task Force members include the following members.

1. Lincoln-Lancaster Planning Department, Transportation Planner, Mike Brienzo
2. Lincoln StarTran, Transit Planner, Brian Praeuner
3. Lincoln Urban Development Department, Community Planner, Wynn Hjermstad
4. Lincoln/Lancaster County Human Services Federation, Assistant Director, Jason Varga
5. Lincoln-Lancaster Health Department, Health Promotion & Outreach, Mike Heyl
6. Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR), Rail and Public Transportation Division,

Wayne Masek

Based upon applications received and the available funds for the Lincoln planning area, a
Program of Projects was developed for each applicant and is being recommended for
programming.

Attached: Recommended Program of Projects for the FTA Section 5310 Enhanced Mobility
program. 

Respectfully,

Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planning
Lincoln MPO / Lincoln-Lancaster Planning Department

P:\Section 5310 Program\FY 2014\Sec 5310 Report to TC_110614.wpd

mailto:mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov


Proposed

Lincoln Metropolitan Planning Organization

County-City Building
555 South 10th Street - Suite 213

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508
(402) 441-7491

Recommended Program of Projects for
FTA Capital Assistance Program (Section 5310)

FY 2014-15

Project Sponsoring Agency Requested
Estimated

Cost

Federal

Share
Recommended

Estimated

Cost

Federal

Share

Local

Share

   Section 5310: FTA Capital Assistance Program

1 Lincoln Area Agency on Aging 2 Small Buses $ 96,732 $ 77,385 1 Small Bus $ 48,366 $ 38,692 $ 9,674

Operating Assistance   $ 8,000 $ 4,000 Operating Assistance $ 8,000 $ 4,000 $ 4,000

2 Tabitha Inc. 1 Small Bus $ 50,249 $ 40,199 1 Small Bus $ 50,249 $ 40,199 $ 10,050

3 League of Human Dignity Purchase of Service $ 77,952 $ 62,361 Purchase of Service $ 77,952 $ 62,361 $ 15,591

4 Region V Foundation 2 Minivans $ 68,480 $ 54,784 1 Minivan $ 34,240 $ 27,392 $ 6,848 

5 Madonna Foundation Purchase of Technology $ 13,200 $ 10,560 Purchase of Technology $ 13,200 $ 10,560 $ 2,640 

Operating Assistance $ 185,474 $ 4,000 Operating Assistance $ 185,474 $ 4,000 $ 181,474

Totals:

Available Section 5310 Funding:

Funding Difference:

$ 500,087 $ 253,289

$ 190,042

($ 63,247)

Recommended Funding:

Available Funding:

Funds Not Allocated (carryover):

$ 187,204

$ 190,042

  $ 2,838
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FACT SHEET: 
ENHANCED MOBILITY OF SENIORS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES 

SECTION 5310 
 

 FY 2013 
(in millions) 

FY 2014 
(in millions) 

Formula Grants for the Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals 
with Disabilities 

$254.8 $258.3 

 
Purpose 
This program is intended to enhance mobility for seniors and 
persons with disabilities by providing funds for programs to 
serve the special needs of transit-dependent populations 
beyond traditional public transportation services and Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) complementary paratransit services. 
 
Statutory References 
49 U.S.C. Section 5310 / MAP-21 Section 20009 
 
Eligible Recipients 

• States (for all areas under 200,000 in population) and 
designated recipients.  

• Subrecipients: states or local government authorities, private non-profit organizations, or operators of 
public transportation that receive a grant indirectly through a recipient.  

 
Eligible Activities 

• At least 55% of program funds must be used on capital projects that are: 
o Public transportation projects planned, designed, and carried out to meet the special needs of seniors 

and individuals with disabilities when public transportation is insufficient, inappropriate, or 
unavailable. 

• The remaining 45% may be used for: 
o Public transportation projects that exceed the requirements of the ADA.  
o Public transportation projects that improve access to fixed-route service and decrease reliance by 

individuals with disabilities on complementary paratransit. 
o Alternatives to public transportation that assist seniors and individuals with disabilities. 

 
What’s New? 

• Consolidates New Freedom Program and Elderly and Disabled Program.   
• Operating assistance is now available under this program. 

 
Funding  

• Funds are apportioned for urbanized and rural areas based on the number of seniors and individuals with 
disabilities. 

• Federal share for capital projects (including acquisition of public transportation services) is 80%. 
 

(cont.) 

 

 
 



Formula Grants for the Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals with Disabilities 

Funding (cont.) 
• Federal share for operating assistance is 50%. 
• Adopts New Freedom funding allocations: 

o 60% to designated recipients in urbanized areas with a population over 200,000. 
o 20% to states for small urbanized areas. 
o 20% to states for rural areas. 
 

Ongoing Provisions 

• Local share may be derived from other federal (non-DOT) transportation sources or the Federal Lands 
Highways Program under 23 U.S.C. 204 (as in former Section 5310 program).  

• Permits designated recipients and states to carry out competitive process to select subrecipients. 
• Recipients must certify that projects selected are included in a locally developed, coordinated public 

transit-human services transportation plan. The plan must undergo a development and approval process 
that includes seniors and people with disabilities, transportation providers, among others, and is 
coordinated to the maximum extent possible with transportation services assisted by other federal 
departments and agencies. 

• Permits acquisition of public transportation services as a capital expense. 
• Up to 10% of program funds can be used to administer the program, to plan, and to provide technical 

assistance. 
 
 

For additional information on FTA and MAP-21, visit www.fta.dot.gov/map21. 

http://www.fta.dot.gov/map21

