
         DIRECTORS’ MEETING 
       DECEMBER 5, 2011

555 S. 10TH STREET, ROOM 113
2:00 P.M.  

I. CITY CLERK
 

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Separation of grass and leaves ends Thursday, December 1, 2011. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Public Building Commission recommends purchase of building.

III. DIRECTORS

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CENTER
1. Information received from Fred Hoke, Development Services Center Director, regarding developing

a national code; as received from the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical
Officials, re: Item #20 on formal agenda. 

2. Communication from Fred Hoke, Development Services Center Director, giving furnace price
comparisons (Item # 20 on formal agenda).

3. Safety aspects of 90% furnaces, received from Fred Hoke, Development Services Center Director, in
connection with Item #20 on the formal agenda.   

PARKS AND RECREATION CENTER
1. Agenda for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting to be held December 8, 2011.

a) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting minutes of Thursday, November 10, 2011.    

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report at the close of business October 31, 2011.

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission, November 30, 2011. 
2. Final action by the Planning Commission, November 30, 2011. 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Amendments approved by the Planning Director from November 22, 2011 through

November 28, 2011. 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Greening Lincoln flyer for the Everett neighborhood. 
2. Greening Lincoln flyer in Spanish. 

WEED AUTHORITY
1. Weed Abatement Program newsletter for Lancaster County and the City of Lincoln, monthly report

for November, 2011.  
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IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. MISCELLANEOUS

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Robert Converse, Retired HVAC service manager, giving reasons why Lincoln should

not approve the proposed ordinance to ban 80% efficient furnaces in Lincoln, and giving link to the
APGA web site. 

2. InterLinc correspondence from Michael Mumaugh working on a project regarding electricity rates,
and the City Council’s perspective on setting rates. 

3. InterLinc mail from Sheri Anderson with questions on how the City Council works. 
4. Email from Billie Bussmann on the 90% furnace requirements issue. Some Lincoln homes would

need extensive structural changes to install, at considerable expense. 
5. InterLinc correspondence from Nolan Denker in which he gives reasons to support government

funded art projects.   
6. InterLinc mail from Barbara van den Berg stating the police department and parks and recreation

personnel cooperative in dealing with the Occupiers. Hopefully this attitude will prevail with the
teepee.  

7. Ken Svoboda email asking that the Public Building Commission special meeting be postponed until
appropriate notice is given. 

8. Email from Robin Eschliman regarding buildings for sale next to City property and the engineering
building.  

  
VII. ADJOURNMENT    
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PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES DEPARTMENT
Recycling Office, 2400 Theresa Street, Lincoln, NE 68521, 402-441-7043

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: November 29, 2011
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Gene Hanlon, Recycling Coordinator, 402-441-7043

SEPARATION OF GRASS AND LEAVES ENDS THURSDAY

Beginning Thursday December 1,  Lincoln and Lancaster County residents will no longer be
required to separate grass and leaves from their household trash.

The Nebraska Integrated Solid Waste Management Act requires that grass and leaves be
separated from household trash from April 1 through November 30 of each year.  During these
months, the grass and leaves are diverted to the City’s compost facility, and local waste haulers
charge a separate fee for the yard waste collection.  

Residents can place their grass and leaves with their household trash from December 1 through
March 31, however additional fees may be charged for their regular waste collection based on
the volume and weight of the leaves and grass collected.

More information on the City’s recycling program is available on the City website at
lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: recycling).

- 30 -



PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION

County-City Property Management, 920 “O” Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 402-441-7355

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 1, 2011     

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Don Killeen, Building Administrator, 402-441-7356
             

PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION RECOMMENDS

 PURCHASE OF BUILDING

The Lincoln-Lancaster County Public Building Commission (PBC) today voted at a special
meeting to recommend the purchase of the office building at 825 “J” Street for $1.77 million. 
The property would be leased back to the current owner, Alfred Benesch and Company, for
$200,664 annually for five years.  The recommendation now goes to the City Council and County
Board for approval, and both bodies will have public hearings on the purchase. 

Don Killeen, City-County Building Administrator, said Alfred Benesch and Company
approached the PBC about the purchase and lease-back.  The company has a policy of not
owning its corporate office facilities.  Killeen said the property has been in the PBC’s master
plan area for many years.  

The building,  directly west of the County-City Building and the Justice and Law Enforcement
Center, has 19,668 square feet on the ground floor and 5,256 square feet on a lower level.  After
the lease expires, Killeen said the building could be used to consolidate County operations now
located in other facilities.

The PBC is responsible for the management of buildings jointly owned by the City and County. 
The current members are County Commissioners Larry Hudkins and Jane Raybould, City
Council members Gene Carroll and Jonathan Cook, and former City Council member Linda
Wilson, the at-large public representative.

Alfred Benesch and Company in Lincoln was previously known as HWS Consulting Group. 
HWS has been in Lincoln sine 1944 and has been located at 825 “J” Street since 1966.   Jim
Linderholm, Business Development Manager of Benesh, said the company plans to continue to
have a strong presence in Lincoln.
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** ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION **
November 30, 2011

NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public
hearing on Wednesday, November 30, 2011, at 1:00 p.m., in the City
Council Hearing Room, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln,
Nebraska, on the following items.  For more information, call the
Planning Department, (402) 441-7491.

The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will meet on Wednesday,
November 30, 2011, from 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. in Room 113 of the County-
City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, Nebraska, for a briefing by Planning
staff on proposed Comprehensive Plan Amendments scheduled for public
hearing on December 14, 2011. 

**PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any item
with a notation of “FINAL ACTION”.  Any aggrieved person may appeal Final
Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council or County Board by
filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk or County Clerk within 14 days
following the action of the Planning Commission. 

The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to
the City Council or County Board. 

The Planning Commission has canceled their meeting 
scheduled for December 28, 2011.

AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2011

[All members present]

Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held November 16, 2011. **APPROVED, 6-0
(Butcher, Weber and Hove abstained)**



1. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL:

1.1 Change of Zone No. 11028, amending Section 27.35.025 of the Lincoln
Page Municipal Code to allow the sale of alcoholic beverages for consumption on
01 the premises in the B-4 Lincoln Center Business District as a permitted

conditional use; and repealing Section 27.35.025 of the Lincoln Municipal
Code as hitherto existing.
Staff recommendation: Continue public hearing on February 22, 2012
at the request of the applicant  
Staff Planner: Brian Will, 441-6362, bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Applicant’s request for deferral granted, with CONTINUED PUBLIC
HEARING AND ACTION scheduled for Wednesday, February 22, 2012,
1:00 p.m.

2. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION:

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN WITH RELATED ITEMS: 
2.1a Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 11007, to amend the 2040 Lincoln-

Page Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan, by changing the Future Land Use
03 Plan from Urban Residential to Commercial, on property generally located at

Highway 34 and Fallbrook Boulevard. 
Staff recommendation: Approval   
Staff Planner: Brandon Garrett, 441-6373, bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 9-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
December 19, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

2.1b Annexation No. 11003, to annex approximately 6 acres, more or less,
Page generally located at Fallbrook Boulevard and Tallgrass Parkway.
11 Staff recommendation: Approval   

Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: APPROVAL, 9-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
December 19, 2011, 5:30 p.m.



2.1c Change of Zone No. 05085A, an amendment to the Fallbrook Planned Unit
Page Development, to expand the PUD and change the zoning from AG
11 Agricultural District to B-2 Planned Neighborhood Business District PUD, on

property generally located at Fallbrook Boulevard and Highway 34; for a
Planned Unit Development designation of said property; and for approval of
a development plan which proposes waivers and modifications to the Zoning
and Land Subdivision Ordinances to allow approximately 220,000 square feet
of additional commercial floor area on the underlying B-2 zoned area, for a
total of approximately 900,000 sq. ft. of commercial floor area in the entire
PUD.
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as
set forth in the staff report dated November 16, 2011, 9-0.
Public Hearing before City Council tentatively scheduled for Monday,
December 19, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

2.1d Street & Alley Vacation No. 11011, to vacate the public right-of-way for a
Page portion of Fallbrook Boulevard adjacent to Outlot G, Fallbrook 18th Addition,
63 generally located at Fallbrook Boulevard and Highway 34.

Staff recommendation: Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan  
Staff Planner: Tom Cajka, 441-5662, tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
Had public hearing.
Planning Commission recommendation: A FINDING OF
CONFORMANCE WITH THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN, 9-0.
Public Hearing before the City Council will be scheduled when the
provisions of Chapter 14.20 have been satisfied.

SPECIAL PERMIT: 
2.2 Special Permit No. 11030, for an early childhood care facility, on property

Page generally located at SW 27th Street and West A Street.   
73 *** FINAL ACTION ***

Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval   
Staff Planner: Christy Eichorn, 441-7603, ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov

 Had public hearing.
Planning Commission ‘final action’: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL, as set
forth in the staff report dated November 17, 2011, with one amendment
for additional landscape screening, 9-0.
Resolution No. PC-01259.



* * * * * * * * * * 

AT THIS TIME, ANYONE WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM
NOT ON THE AGENDA, MAY DO SO

* * * * * * * * * *

PENDING LIST: None

Planning Dept. staff contacts: 

Steve Henrichsen, Development Review Manager . . . 441-6473 . . shenrichsen@lincoln.ne.gov
Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Long Range Planning Manager . 441-6363 . . ntooze@lincoln.ne.gov
Mike Brienzo, Transportation Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6369 . . mbrienzo@lincoln.ne.gov 
Tom Cajka, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-5662 . . tcajka@lincoln.ne.gov
David Cary, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6364 . . dcary@lincoln.ne.gov
Christy Eichorn, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-7603 . . ceichorn@lincoln.ne.gov
Brandon Garrett, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6373 . . bgarrett@lincoln.ne.gov
Sara Hartzell, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6371 . . shartzell@lincoln.ne.gov
Rashi Jain, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6372 . . rjain@lincoln.ne.gov
Brian Will, Planner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441-6362 . . bwill@lincoln.ne.gov
Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner . . . . . . . . . 441-6360 . . ezimmer@lincoln.ne.gov 

The Planning Commission has canceled their meeting scheduled for December 28, 2011.

* * * * * *
The Planning Commission meeting

which is broadcast live at 1:00 p.m. every other Wednesday
will be rebroadcast on Sundays at 1:00 p.m. on 5 City TV, Cable Channel 5.

* * * * *
The Planning Commission agenda may be accessed on the Internet at

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/pcagenda/index.htm 



PLANNING COMMISSION FINAL ACTION
NOTIFICATION

TO : Mayor Chris Beutler
Lincoln City Council

 
FROM : Jean Preister, Planning

DATE : December 1, 2011

RE : Notice of final action by Planning Commission: November 30, 2011

Please be advised that on November 30, 2011, the Lincoln City-Lancaster County Planning
Commission adopted the following resolution:

Resolution No. PC-01259, approving Special Permit No. 11030, with conditions,
requested by City Bank and Trust, for an early childhood care facility for up to 150
children and 21 staff, on property generally located at the northeast corner of S.W. 27th

Street and West A Street.  

This is final action unless appealed to the City Council within 14 days of the action by the
Planning Commission.  

The Planning Commission Resolution may be accessed on the internet at www.lincoln.ne.gov
(Keyword = PATS).  Use the “Search Selection” screen and search by application number (i.e.  
SP11030).  The Resolution and Planning Department staff report are in the “Related
Documents” under the application number.

Q:\shared\wp\jlu\2011 ccnotice\113011



City/County Planning Department
555 S. 10th Street, Rm. 213

Lincoln NE 68508 
(402) 441-7491

Memorandum 
Date: g November 29, 2011

To: g City Clerk

From: g Teresa McKinstry, Planning Dept.  

Re: g Administrative Amendment approvals

cc: g Jean Preister

This is a list of the Administrative Amendments that were approved by the Planning Director
from November 22, 2011 thru November 28, 2011:

Administrative Amendment No. 11062 to Special Permit No. 1989A, Tamarin Ridge,
approved by the Planning Director on November 22, 2011, requested by Design
Associates, to reduce the internal side yards from ten feet to zero feet and to revise the
land use on Lot 3 to “Commercial”, on property generally located at S. 27th St. and Kendra
Ln.

Administrative Amendment No. 11055 to Special Permit No. 1762D, Vintage Heights
Community Unit Plan, approved by the Planning Director on November 23, 2011, requested
by Barclay Construction, to adjust the rear setback to 15 feet for uncovered, unenclosed
decks for Lots 17-34, Block 23, on property generally located northeast of S. 84th St. and
Pine Lake Rd. 

Waiver No. 11024 to Change of Zone No. 07019, Glynoaks Planned Unit Development,
approved by the Planning Director on November 23, 2011, requested by REGA
Engineering Group, Inc., to allow outdoor lighting up to 6,500 lumens using semi-cutoff
fixtures for property generally located at S. 84th St. and Glynoaks Dr. 







 Weed Abatement Program 
Lancaster County / City of Lincoln             

November 2011 Monthly Report 
www.lancaster.ne.gov/weeds  

Weed Watcher Program 
Lancaster County Weed Control plans to begin its 
new Weed Watcher Program in 2012.  We will be 
working in the next few months to develop and 
implement our program. It will be modeled after 
The Nature Conservancy in Oregon’s Weed 
Watchers program. It will be designed to train and 
support volunteers to find and report new 
occurrences of harmful invasive plants in the City 
of Lincoln and Lancaster County.  Weed 
Watchers help protect natural areas from the 
impacts of invasive plants by detecting new 
populations early before they get out of hand.  

 
Phragmites used as decoration on a porch in Lincoln 
 
Preventing a plant from invading in the first place 
is more efficient, less ecologically damaging, and 
less strenuous than managing large plant 
infestations after they are already established. 
 
A second and equally important goal of the Weed 
Watcher program is to build capacity for other 
organizations to initiate early detection programs 
by serving as a potential model and providing 
educational materials for use and adaptation.  
Invasive plant early detection programs can be as 
simple as informally training your staff or 
volunteers on weeds to watch for, or recruiting 
and training new volunteers to survey high priority 
weed-free sites.   
 

Education 
As you can see in the photos we still have a long 
way to go on educating the public on what 
invasive weeds are and how they spread.  When 
someone cuts Phragmites and hauls it across 
Lincoln to display at their business, it has the 
potential to create new infestations along the 

route. Outreach and education will be a key 
component in organizing a successful program. 

 
Who are the Weed Watchers? 
Weed Watchers are people who care about the 
health of our lands and want to help prevent the 
ecological and economic damage associated with 
plant invasions by looking for and reporting new 
weeds.  Weed Watchers can be private citizens 
who simply want to scan for new invaders while 
they hike.  Often Weed Watchers are people 
already actively volunteering as a Master 
Gardener or for their local UNL Extension.  Public 
and private land owners such as the Nebraska 
Game & Parks, NRD’s, or Farm Service Agencies 
also have staff and volunteers who watch for 
weeds as they trek across their land.  

 
Phragmites attached to a sign for display in Lincoln. 
 

What does a Weed Watcher do? 
“Weed Watchers Trek to Protect” 
 
Weed Watching is as easy as one, two, three: 

One: Learn the weeds.   
Two: Look for weeds.  
Three: Document and report 
weeds.    

 
December Planned Activities 
8 Management Team Meeting 
9 Nebraska Invasive Species Council 
13 Lower Platte Weed Mgmt Area Mtg 
14-16 NACO Annual Convention 
19 Weed Assessment Hearing  
26 Holiday 
29 Problem Resolution Team 
31 Monthly activity report
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Rgconverse@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, November 24, 2011 7:10 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Proposed HVAC code change

    
11-24-2011 
 
From Robert Converse     Retired HVAC service manager 
 
Dear council members. 
  
Before approving the proposed ordinance to ban of 80% efficient furnaces in Lincoln, please read the position taken 
by the American Public Gas Association.  They are not in favor of banning 80% efficient furnaces in Nebraska, and have 
listed their reasons and concerns.  
    
http://www.apga.org/i4a/headlines/headlinedetails.cfm?id=1068&pageid=1&archive=0 
  
APGA's position is to urge the DOE to withdraw the Direct Final Furnace Rule.  They also presented legal arguments 
against this rule adoption and since the date of this posting on their web site is October 13th, 2011, it appears the final 
ruling and adoption of DOE's ruling is still in question.  APGA’s web site states they will post an update when the ruling 
decision is made. 
  
Merle Scott surprised several council members last Monday night when he said DOE was going require Lincoln to install 
no less than 90% efficient furnaces in 2013 anyway.  That statement may not be entirely accurate.  If the ruling is adopted 
as it written he might be correct, but as of today, the ruling is not approved and organizations such as APGA are now 
voicing their disapproval.  
  
Since the ruling is not final, the City of Lincoln should not adopt this proposed ordinance change to try to stay ahead of 
federal standards that may never be required by DOE.   
 
Before becoming embroiled in such a controversial ruling, why not at the very least, table this code change for more 
study, and wait to see what the Department Of Energy decides?  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Robert (Bob) Converse    (402) 890-7121 
4720 S 85th Cir 
Lincoln NE 68526 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Saturday, November 26, 2011 1:30 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Michael Joseph Mumaugh 
Address:  1515 R Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE,68508 
 
Phone:     
Fax:       
Email:    mmumaugh1@gmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Dear Council Members, 
 
My name is Michael Mumaugh and I am a student at the University of Nebraska‐Lincoln.  I am an 
engineering major and I am working with a professor on a project regarding electricity rates. 
 
Essentially I am wondering how you as a council make the decision whether or not to accept 
LES' proposed rates.  I understand many of the issues that go into setting the rates and why 
LES wants/needs to increase rates, however I am more interested in your perspective as the 
governing body with the authority to set those officially or not. 
 
I would appreciate any response to give me insights into your decision making process. 
 
Thanks for your time and I hope you had a nice Thanksgiving. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael Mumaugh   
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Sunday, November 27, 2011 4:19 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Sheri Anderson 
Address:  2765 Sumner 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68502 
 
Phone:    402‐450‐7709 
Fax:       
Email:    sherilovesflowers@juno.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Hi, 
 
I am interested in learning more about the City Counsil and how it works.  Where would you 
suggest I start?  I've read the website and found your e‐mail address.  Any suggestions for 
resources you have I would be grateful for.  Also if you need any volunteers I would be a 
willing helper.  I have basic office skills, can bond quickly with people, and am willing to 
help in a variety of ways.   
 
Please e‐mail me when you get a chance.   
 
Thank you, 
 
Sheri Anderson 
sherilovesflowers@juno.com 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Billie Bussmann [bbuss@neb.rr.com]
Sent: Monday, November 28, 2011 8:54 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: 90% Furnace Requirements

First of all I tried to access the council packet site address given to me by your 
receptionist and have been unable to note my information at that location.  I do hope this 
information will be made available concerning this issue to all city council members. 
 
In talking about the 90% Furnace Requirements issue you have brought before the City Council 
with at a group meeting, are you aware there are homes in Lincoln that would need to make 
extensive structural changes in order to install the 90% furnace?  Even though the homeowner 
wanted to purchase a 90% replacement furnace, this homeowner would have had to remove walls 
and remodel the furnace area of their home for its installation.  This was an expensive 
operation in addition to the cost of the furnace.  Most homeowners could not afford to do 
this construction. 
 
In addition it was indicated in the media that 15% of the people do not install the most 
expensive furnace because of cost.  Are you then planning on the taxpayers subsidizing these 
homeowners? 
 
Thanks for your consideration. 
 
Billie Bussmann 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: InterLinc: Council Feedback

 
 
‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: WebForm [mailto:none@lincoln.ne.gov]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 9:40 AM 
To: Council Packet 
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback 
 
InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Nolan Denker 
Address:  1535 R Street 
City:     Lincoln, NE 68508 
 
Phone:    4022781641 
Fax:       
Email:    denker_nolan@yahoo.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
The reason for this letter is to encourage you to not pass any legislation that would result 
in budget cuts towards government funded art projects.  
 
I understand that under current economic times our government is working hard to balance our 
budget and in doing so many areas of our government will lose funding.  
 
In the past, arts programs are the first to go during budget cuts. However studies show that 
arts programs significantly increase economic activity in the areas that they are used. It is 
time that we stop cutting funds that have proved time and time again to be economic engines. 
 
Many states have utilized government funded arts programs to bring jobs to their communities 
by attracting corporations to their areas, bringing in new jobs and a flurry of economic 
activity. Tourism thrives in communities that have a significant presence of art. Culture 
tourists stay longer and spend more money than the average tourist. 
 
I believe that instead of cutting the spending towards these programs we focus our efforts to 
finding new ways that government funded arts programs not only enriches our culture but pulls 
us out of a recession.  
 
I genuinely appreciate the role you play in shaping our country. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Nolan Denker 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: WebForm [none@lincoln.ne.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, November 29, 2011 2:35 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
 
Name:     Barbara  van den Berg 
Address:  7510 Otoe Place 
City:     Lincoln, NE  68506‐3636 
 
Phone:    402‐488‐6926 
Fax:       
Email:    barbvandenberg@hotmail.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
I am proud that the city of Lincoln is tolerant of Occupy Lincoln so far.  The police 
department and parks and recreation personnel have been very cooperative in their dealing 
with the Occupiers.  I hope that this same attitude will prevail in the negotiations over the 
teepee.  Please allow the teepee to remain on Centennial Mall.   
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Ken Svoboda [ksvoboda@windstream.net]
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2011 5:29 PM
To: Council Packet
Attachments: "AVG certification"

Councilmembers, 
I just heard on Drive Time Lincoln that an emergency meeting of the Public Building 
Commission has been called with no more public notice than a bullitan board at city hall. This is 
not 1960. You have the ability with a few key strokes to notify every citizen of Lincoln. 
  
I know that each of you as candidates made campaign promises of transparancy. Now that your 
elected representatives I expect each of you to follow through with those promises. 
  
Please delay this meeting until appropriate notice has been given. 
Ken R. Svoboda 
Ray's Lawn & Home Care 
Co-Owner 
503 West "A" St. 
Lincoln, NE 68522 
476-8614:O    
ksvoboda@windstream.net 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Robin Eschliman [robin@ecrproperty.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 12:13 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: 'Nancy Hicks'
Subject: Buildings for sale next to City property
Attachments: 830 L brochure.pdf

I have a building available just cat-a-corner from the City County Building. When my colleague Bill 
Waddell of the Broe Companies approached them recently, the City told him they had no need for it. 
I’ve always been an advocate for the City and the schools to make site searches public. It seems like 
it would be fair to all the property owners--and probably a good deal to the taxpayers--if the City 
would do comparison shopping before buying buildings.  I think property owners should be given an 
equal chance to have their properties be considered and hope you will question the process that is 
being used in the purchase of the engineering building. 
 
Robin Eschliman, CCIM 
Eschliman Commercial Real Estate 
402-420-3239 
For instant updates on businesses opening and closing in Lincoln, cut and paste this Twitter link into your browser:  http://twitter.com/growlincoln 
Get the latest BUSINESS NEWS‐‐who's opening, closing, hiring, downsizing‐‐ on our Facebook page Facebook.com/ecrproperty 
Tune in to our new radio show "Grow Lincoln" Saturday noon on 1400 KLIN AM  or see Facebook.com/growlincoln 

www.ECRProperty.com 
 
 

 



DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
ADDENDUM 

   MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2011

 I. CITY CLERK

 II. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE MAYOR & DIRECTORS

MAYOR
1. NEWS RELEASE. Mayor Beutler’s public schedule for the week of December 3rd through

December 9, 2011.  

WEST HAYMARKET JOINT PUBLIC AGENCY
1. The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet Thursday, December 8, 2011, 3:30 p.m. in the

City Council Chambers at 555 S. 10th Street.  Agenda and attachments posted at:
http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpa-mtgs.htm 

STREET CONDITION UPDATE
1. City of Lincoln Street Condition Update, Saturday, December 3, 2011. 
2. City of Lincoln Snow Removal Update, Saturday, December 3, 2011.  

III. DIRECTORS

LINCOLN LIBRARIES
1. The 2011 One Book - One Lincoln, Cutting for Stone, is set in a mission hospital. On Sunday,

December 11, 2011, 2:00 p.m., at Bennett Martin Library medical professionals will share their
experiences volunteering in medical mission projects abroad. The event is free.

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Urban Design Committee meeting agenda for Wednesday, December 7, 2011 at 3:00 p.m., in the

County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street.

URBAN DEVELOPMENT:
HOUSING REHAB & REAL ESTATE DIVISION
1. Street and alley vacation No. 10019, vacation of portions of Randolph Street, Capitol Parkway, H

Street and the east/west alley west of South 25th Street. 

IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

V. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS 
1. Email from Jimbob Morris giving reasons why Smooth’s new owner should not be given a liquor

license. 
2. InterLinc correspondence from Kevin Burklund writing in opposition of the proposed ordinance

which would require all replacement furnaces to be 90% efficient, giving reasons. 
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3. Buffy Cornish, Home Owners Plus, on the code change for furnaces, requesting Council to vote on
the code change requiring 90% efficient furnaces for replacement, or installation, in residences. 

4. Letter from Nicole D. Jensen, Realtors® Association with concerns regarding the proposed city
code change requiring 90% efficiency ratings on furnaces installed in new homes and replacement
furnaces in existing homes.  

5. Email from Cynthia Garton. Please vote no on mandating 90% efficiency on furnaces. 
6. Charles G. And Karen K. Nicol. Do not force people into trying situations by approving the code

requiring 90% efficient replacement furnaces. Alarmed at the additional cost to install.  

VI. INVITATIONS
 See invitation list. 

F:\FILES\CITYCOUN\WP\Addendums 2011\December\Addendum 12.05.11.wpd               



Date:  December 2, 2011
Contact: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 402-441-7831

Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of December 3 through December 9, 2011

Schedule subject to change

Sunday, December 4
• Thank Sunday School students for Food Bank Drive - 10:30 a.m., First Plymouth 

Chapel, 20th and “D” streets

Monday, December 5
• City-County Common meeting - 12:45 p.m., room 113, County-City Building, 555 S.

10th St.

Tuesday, December 6
• News conference - 10 a.m., topic and location to be announced
• Greening Lincoln opening workshop (part of EPA’s Greening America’s Capitals

program) - 12:30 p.m., St. Paul United Church of Christ 1302 “F” Street

Wednesday, December 7
• Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 9th annual Community Consensus discussion, remarks -

7:30 a.m.,  1135 “M” St., Suite 200

Thursday, December 8
• West Haymarket Joint Public Agency (JPA) public meeting - 3:30 p.m., Council

Chambers, County-City Building

Friday, December 9
• Froggy 98 Dierks Bentley concert, remarks and proclamation - 7:30 p.m., Pershing

Center, 226 Centennial Mall South
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: West Haymarket JPA Meeting December 8, 2011

 
 

Subject: West Haymarket JPA Meeting December 8, 2011 
 
The West Haymarket Joint Public Agency will meet on Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 3:30 P.M. in the City Council 
Chambers Room 112. 
 
The agenda and attachments are now posted at :        http://lincoln.ne.gov/city/finance/account/jpa‐mtgs.htm 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: snow report

Subject: snow report 
 

CITY OF LINCOLN 
STREET CONDITION UPDATE 
 
 
For more information: 
Public Works Snow Center -- 441-7644 
Citizen Information Center -- 441-7547 
 
Date: Saturday, December 3, 2011 
Time: 11:30 a.m. 

 
 
As snowfall continues in Lincoln, City street crews are engaged in a full-scale material spreading operation.  
Twenty-one units are currently spreading material on the city’s snow emergency routes, major arterials and bus 
routes. 
 
Lincoln Police Department reports that the season’s first measurable snowfall has made the streets “surprisingly 
slick” this morning.  The number of accidents are increasing as the morning unfolds, with 23 reported since 10 
p.m. last night.  Motorists are urged to drive with caution and allow for the appropriate amount of following 
distance between vehicles. 
 
StarTran reports that buses are running about 10 to 20 minutes behind schedule this morning.   
 
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the 
City website at lincoln.ne.gov and in your Windstream phone directory.  If you have questions, you may call the 
Public Works Snow Center at 441-7644. 
 

-30- 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: snow report - plowing begins, material spreading continues

Subject: snow report - plowing begins, material spreading continues 
 

CITY OF LINCOLN 
SNOW REMOVAL UPDATE 
 
                                                
For more information: 
Public Works Snow Center -- 441-7644 
Citizen Information Center -- 441-7547 
 
Date: Saturday, December 3, 2011 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 

 
 
As the light, steady snowfall continues in Lincoln, City street crews are currently plowing and spreading 
material along the city’s snow emergency routes and major arterials.  Two plows and a material spreader are 
working along each route.  A total of 57 units are involved in the current operation. 
 
Street crews plan to continue spreading material throughout the afternoon, evening and overnight hours.  
Plowing will continue where trouble spots develop.   
 
Lincoln Police Department reports that the season’s first measurable snowfall has made the streets very slick.  
Motorists are urged to drive with caution and allow for the appropriate amount of following distance between 
vehicles. 
 
StarTran reports that some buses are running on time, some as many as 10- to- 20 minutes behind schedule.   
 
Please stay informed on the status of snow operations in Lincoln. Additional information is available on the 
City website at lincoln.ne.gov and in your Windstream phone directory.  If you have questions, you may call the 
Public Works Snow Center at 441-7644. 
 

-30- 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: One Book - One Lincoln Program on December 11

 

FOR RELEASE:   December 1, 2011 
CONTACT:          Kathryn Kelley, Lincoln City Libraries 
PHONE:              402-441-8529 
E-MAIL:               k.kelley@lincolnlibraries.org 

On Sunday, December 11, 2011, at 2:00 p.m., at Bennett Martin Public Library, 136 So. 14th Street, Lincoln, 
Neb., a panel of medical professionals from Lincoln will share their experience volunteering in medical mission 
projects abroad, including Africa, Haiti, and Mexico.  Learn about the challenges and rewards of providing 
care in other cultures, and reflections on the ethics and practice of international aid.  
 
The 2011 One Book - One Lincoln selection, Cutting for Stone,  is set in large part in a mission hospital located 
in Addis Ababa, the capital city of Ethiopia. Missing Hospital, as it is known to locals, is staffed primarily by 
"ferengi" or foreigners: doctors and nurses from Britain and India and support staff from the neighboring region 
of Eritrea. Abraham Verghese's novel is set against political unrest and the theme of belonging.  
 
Program panelists include Dr. Yvonne Davenport, MD (Ob-Gyn) and 2011 One Book-One Lincoln selection 
committee member; Elizabeth Jacobs-Fitzgerald, RNC-OB, BSN; Karen McGivney-Liechti, CNM, MSN; 
and Jearlyn Schumacher, CNM 
 
This event is free and open to the public. Because of the subject matter of this program, some material may not 
be suitable for young children. 
 
### 
 
 



URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE  

Notice is hereby given that the URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE will hold a meeting on Wednesday, 
December 7, 2011 at 3:00 p.m., County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska, in 
Room 214 on the 2nd Floor. For more information, please contact the Lincoln City/Lancaster County 
Planning Department, (402) 441-7491.  

AGENDA 
December 7, 2011 

1. Approval of meeting notes from the regular meeting of August 3, 2011, September 8, 2011 and October 5, 
2011. 

* Memo from Ed Zimmer 

2. Holmes Park golf course clubhouse  
3. Sign for Lincoln Children's Zoo  
4. Near South Neighborhood Sign, 27th & South Streets  
5. Staff Report: Misc.  

 History List 

  
City of Lincoln  
Planning 

Urban Design Committee Agenda  
  

Page 1 of 1InterLinc: Planning : Urban Design Committee Agenda

12/02/2011http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/bdscom/udc/agenda/111207.htm
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Jimbob Morris [jimbob.morris@yahoo.com]
Sent: Thursday, December 01, 2011 7:37 PM
To: Doug Emery; Eugene W. Carroll; Jon Camp; Adam A. Hornung; Jayne L. Snyder; Mary M. 

Meyer; Jonathan A. Cook; John Spatz
Subject: Shane Harrington & Brandy Kroese
Attachments: shane_brandy_001.jpg; shane_brandy_002.jpg; shane_brandy_003.jpg; shane_brandy_

004.jpg; brandy_shane_vegas2.jpg; brandy_shane_vegas_bedroom.jpg; brandy_shane 
halloween4.jpg; brandy_shane halloween2.jpg; brandy_shane_vegas.jpg; brandy_shane 
halloween1.jpg; brandy_shane halloween3.jpg; brandy_shane halloween5.jpg

 
Dear Council Members, 
 
I thought you would be interested in seeing the these pics of  Shane Harrington and his fiance Brandy Kroese. 
As you can see, Smooth's new so-called "owner" is actually Shane's long term fiance Brandy Kroese, so there 
will be no chance of him NOT owning and trying to run the day-to-day operations of the bar through her, even 
if claims he will not do so.  
All of his stories of her being fired and him moving away, are just that... they are STORIES!   
He's trying to pull a fast on on the City Council thinking that you will not catch on that he has been in a long 
term relationship with her.  
He even took her to Las Vegas this last weekend, (so who knows, they may already be married). 
I've sent a few and very recent pics of him with Brandy, who also lives in his home here. 
You have made a wise decision, Lincoln is behind you all the way, don't be fooled by their most recent scheme.
 
Thanks 
Concerned Citizen 
 
PS: If you have trouble viewing these let me know, I'll send them another way. 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Council Packet
Subject: FW: InterLinc: Council Feedback

InterLinc: City Council Feedback for 
  General Council 
Name:     Kevin Burklund 
Address:  6118 Old Farm Ct. 
City:     Lincoln, NE  6851 
 
Phone:    402‐416‐416 
Fax:       
Email:    kevin.burklund@woodsbros.com 
 
Comment or Question: 
Council Members: 
I'm writing to oppose the proposed ordinance that would require all replacement furnaces to 
be 90% efficient.  While I believe it would be great if everyone would install even geo‐
thermal heat pumps, I don't think it's right for the City to mandate how people manage their 
budget. 
 
I don't think the cost difference between an 80% ($1300‐$1500) and a 90% ($2,000‐$2500) will 
be paid back in a reasonable amount of time, making it less feasible for homeowners.  This is 
especially true in the cases where people have heat pumps, and their furnace only runs 5%‐10% 
of the time in winter.  It is wasted money for them. 
 
New construction costs are already increasing with the increased insulation requirements, at 
a time when home builders are just starting to recover from the housing slump.  Please don't 
add another expense for home buyers to pay for right now. 
 
One of the biggest problems is in apartment buildings where it would be nearly impossible to 
retrofit these furnaces due to the different intake/exhaust plumbing.  The expense involved 
would be completely unreasonable, when it's hard enough to provide reasonably priced housing 
for tenants as it is.  In many apartment buildings, the furnaces are in the middle of the 
building, and each new furnace would need to be vented horizontally to the outside.  This 
could involve removal and replacement of ceilings and interruption of the exterior wall 
coverings.   
 
If the city wants to mandate this, then they should provide an incentive program to 
homeowners to give them $500 back if they install the more efficient furnace.  What?  Not in 
the city's budget?  It may not be in the homeowner's budget, either.  This would be no 
different than having the federal government mandate that you provide that incentive to 
taxpayers, and prevented you from raising taxes to pay for it. 
 
Please let the federal or state government do this in their own time.  If they pass a similar 
law to become effective in a couple years, at least people will have time to adjust their 
budgets to accommodate such a change.  I don't see what the rush is. 
 
Thank you for serving on our city council, and for taking the time to listen to our input.  I 
know it's a very difficult and often thankless job. 
Sincerely, 
Kevin Burklund 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Cornish, Buffy [Buffy.Cornish@homerealestate.com]
Sent: Friday, December 02, 2011 11:10 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Code change for furnaces

Council members: 
 
PLEASE VOTE NO ON THE CODE CHANGE REQUIRING 90% EFF. FURNACES FOR REPLACEMENT OR 
INSTALLATION IN RESIDENCES! 
 
Existing Homes:  Safety:  The 80% furnaces have all the same shut off switches if a issue comes up as the 90%.  Some 
Heating and Air companies say no repair work will be needed if they go to a 90%.  That is incorrect.  The pipe must be 
secured every 4 feet so sheetrock repair will be needed. 
  
But what this really affects is the cost.  Going to a 90% replacement furnace will be between $1,000 to $1,500 more 
than an 80%.  Which could make sellers and buyers not be able to afford it.  But will they get a good return in energy 
savings?   Home Builders Assoc of Lincoln analyzed a 1958 home - 1300 sq ft ranch.  A 80% furnace would cost them 
$50.00 a year more in gas.   Furnaces last 10 to 15 years so that would be $750 savings on energy costs.  So they don't 
even make back what the new unit will cost them. 
  
There are other ways to get homes more energy efficient then mandating everyone to go to a min. of a 90% furnace.  In 
this current financial climate, please don’t make homeownership more difficult!  Vote No on this code change! 
 
Best regards, 
Buffy Cornish 
Home Owners Plus 
3355 Orwell, Lincoln NE 68516 
Office - 402-437-7600 
 

 Be Green! Please don't print this e-mail unless you absolutely must. 
  
If you consider this message a solicitation and prefer not to receive future messages from this sender, click ‘reply’ and add the text ‘remove’ to the subject line.  The 
information contained in this email is privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above.  If you are not the 
intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this 
communication in error, please immediately notify the sender via return email and permanently delete the original message from your system. Thank you. 
 



8231 Beechwood Drive   •    Lincoln, NE  68510-2678   •   Phone: 402.441.3620   •   Fax:  402.441.3630 

 
 
Date:  December 2, 2011 
To:  Mayor Chris Beutler and Lincoln City Council 
From:  REALTORS® Association of Lincoln 
Re:  Proposed City Code Change – 90% Efficient Furnaces 

 
Dear Mayor Beutler & Council Members: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the REALTORS® Association of Lincoln to convey concerns regarding 
the proposed city code change requiring 90% efficiency ratings on furnaces installed in new 
homes and replacement furnaces in existing homes.  While the Association applauds increased 
sustainability efforts, the potential consequences of this elective code modification need to be 
recognized. 

 
Low to moderate income households will be affected by the stricter minimum.  A  Journal Star 
article on November 19th stated 90% or higher efficiency furnaces cost $800 to $1,500 more than 
the 80% efficiency models.  This additional cost could be the barrier to these households 
installing a new unit when required.  In some instances, new furnace and air systems are required 
due to findings from whole house inspections or HVAC inspections during real estate 
transactions.  This increased cost from 80% efficiency to 90% efficiency has the potential to 
prevent someone from realizing the dream of homeownership.   In the affordable housing arena, 
an unforeseen cost of $800 to $1,500 can be a substantial amount of money. 
 
There are far better ways to create a more sustainable community than prematurely adopting a 
code requiring 10% more efficient furnaces.  The Home Builders Association of Lincoln has 
recently approached our organization on cosponsoring a weatherization program focusing on 
education of homeowners and installation of energy saving products in Lincoln homes.  Creating 
partnerships and achievable initiatives offer much more practical and measurable solutions 
towards the goal of a greener Lincoln. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of our concerns. 
 
With regards,  

 
Nicole D. Jensen 
Executive Vice President 
REALTORS® Association 
 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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Mary M. Meyer

From: Garton, Cynthia [Cynthia.Garton@woodsbros.com]
Sent: Friday, December 02, 2011 3:21 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: 90 percent furnaces

Please vote no on mandating 90 percent efficiency on furnaces. 
It is just another attempt of government to take away citizens' rights to make their own 
choice in their own home. 
Thank‐you, 
Cynthia Garton 
 



1

Mary M. Meyer

From: karenknicol [karenknicol@aol.com]
Sent: Sunday, December 04, 2011 11:14 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: 90% efficient furnaces

We read the article in the Sunday, December 4th Journal Star concerning the potential city code requiring 
90% efficient replacement furnaces.  We own a older 4-plex and were alarmed at the additional cost to 
install this type of unit considering we have potentially 4 times we would be exposed to this plus our own 
residence.  We are working people who are suffering from the poor economy--not wealthy landlords.  
Please don't force us into a more trying situation by approving this requirement at this time. 
  
Sincerely, 
Charles G. & Karen K. Nicol 
402-420-5658 
  
  
  



MINUTES
            DIRECTORS’ MEETING 

           DECEMBER 5, 2011
  

Present: Gene Carroll, Chair; Adam Hornung, Vice Chair; Jon Camp, Jonathan Cook (1:58 p.m.); Doug
Emery; and Carl Eskridge

Absent: DiAnna Schimek

Others: Joan Ross, City Clerk; Rick Hoppe, Chief of Staff, Tom Casady, Public Safety Director; Miki
Esposito, Public Works and Utilities Director; Scott Opfer, Street and Traffic Operations
Manager; and Dave Landis, Urban Development Director 

Chair Carroll opened the meeting at 1:56 p.m. and announced the location of the Open Meetings Act.

I. CITY CLERK
Ross stated the items on the formal agenda which would be called together, including items #12, 13, 14, 15,
liquor resolutions. Under Public Hearing Ordinances #18, 19, 20. Hoppe stated we’ve discussed the 90%
furnace ordinances and understand Council would like other options. Hoke will present at the meeting and
Mumgaard with the Cleaner, Greener Lincoln program will speak on the federal law.

Ross stated on page 6, items #34, 35 there is a request to delay action one week until December 12, 2011.
 

II. MAYOR  
1. NEWS RELEASE. Separation of grass and leaves ends Thursday, December 1, 2011. 
2. NEWS RELEASE. Public Building Commission recommends purchase of building.
No comments

III. DIRECTORS

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CENTER
1. Information received from Fred Hoke, Development Services Center Director, regarding developing

a national code; as received from the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical
Officials, re: Item #20 on formal agenda. 

2. Communication from Fred Hoke, Development Services Center Director, giving furnace price
comparisons (Item # 20 on formal agenda).

3. Safety aspects of 90% furnaces, received from Fred Hoke, Development Services Center Director, in
connection with Item #20 on the formal agenda.   

No comments

FINANCE/TREASURER
1. Monthly City Cash Report at the close of business October 31, 2011.
No comments
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PARKS AND RECREATION CENTER
1. Agenda for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting to be held December 8, 2011.

a) Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting minutes of Thursday, November 10, 2011.    
No comments

PLANNING COMMISSION
1. Action by the Planning Commission, November 30, 2011. 
2. Final action by the Planning Commission, November 30, 2011. 
No comments

PLANNING DEPARTMENT
1. Administrative Amendments approved by the Planning Director from November 22, 2011 through

November 28, 2011. 
No comments

PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR, Tom Casady
Casady gave a PowerPoint presentation on the party disturbances in the city, with police officers assigned.
Everyone has heard of disturbances which occur regularly and of the impact on neighborhoods. He illustrated
the number of officers dispatched to party disturbances from 2005 through the present, showing a good
decline. Four weekends left in December, but may not reach the 600 party disturbance level. Considering
the prior 1200 disturbances, not only on neighborhoods but all collateral damages; drunk drivers, sexual
assaults, trips to the emergency room, the Police Advisory Board assistance when we went from 1200 parties
to now. Also impressive is the repeats decline, houses where we dispatched officers more than once. 

Casady stated these results achieved through hard work by the police. The strategy is notifying and making
sure landlords know they’re responsible for working with us to abate ongoing parties. Casady gave an
example of a house which had 34 party complaints in 2006, 48 in 2005, and since January has had zero.
Achieved by the landlord working with us. He knew we held him accountable. He complained to a City
Council Member, but we made sure the City Council knew of our actions. We went from a 2 year period of
almost 80 party disturbance calls at this address, to zero in under 5 years. A very effective strategy.

Casady stated basically our interests and the landlord’s are the same. Mostly the landlord of a property
causing problems realizes this will eventually cause problems for all the tenants, and damage to the property.
      
PUBLIC WORKS AND UTILITIES
STREET AND TRAFFIC OPERATIONS MANAGER      Scott Opfer
Opfer distributed an agenda/memorandum, with a snow removal policy. When complaints or concerns are
received do refer to this policy, a good guideline of practices. Often when we go out and start a plowing
operation people expect the street to be cleaned curb to curb in 4 hours. Our goal is to open the street, and
to keep it open. Not necessarily curb to curb 4 hours after the snow, but then we come back.  

Opfer stated this weekend’s storm effort started early based on the forecast. May have had complaints, not
uncommon, regarding putting brine on the streets. The initial forecast was freezing rain, changing to snow.
Salt brine helps minimize or reduce the likelihood of freezing on streets. The decision was to put salt brine
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on all arterial streets. This costs approximately $6500 every time we do the arterial streets. If we prevent one
injury crash we’ve more than paid for this, and feel it’s a very good investment. Then we received rain, not
freezing rain, in advance of the snow washing out a lot of our salt brine.

Opfer continued stating Friday had crews in all night long anticipating freezing rain. Didn’t materialize, but
we dealt with rain and watched bridges/overpasses into Saturday. Began the arterial spreading operation at
9 a.m., went to full operation around noon, continuing until 1:00 a.m. Sunday plowed arterials, emergency
and bus routes. We watch for trouble spots, complaints, and on Sunday went around churches, schools,
putting down materials. Continuing to clean up and hitting trouble spots. 

Hornung asked if the new trucks have arrived. Opfer replied have 2 new trucks, and it will take about 3
weeks to have ready to use. Need material spreaders. Will be equipped with a front plow and a belly plow,
a grader blade on the truck bottom, and a wing plow extending the side, doubling the truck capacity. Trucks
with the wing plows should arrive this week. These are replacements for 4 vehicles which was in our budget
last year. 

Camp heard $6500 to put the salt brine down, is that only salt brine? Opfer replied it’s the total cost,
manufacturer, labor, materials, including application. Camp asked usually how many miles? Opfer answered
we have roughly 2500 to 2600 lane miles. This operation was a little over 1100 miles, just arterial streets.

Opfer said they began the year with about $3.5 million, and a carry over of $400,000 from last year and the
prior year. Last Friday had a current balance of $3 million plus the carry over. People ask how we spent a
half a million. Remember a lot of costs including personnel and equipment paid through the year, from the
snow removal budget September 1st. Most were equipment costs, as we pay on monthly for equipment
maintenance. Would not include this weekend’s activity. 

Camp asked if no snow is there a fixed cost which could be itemized from September? Opfer  replied as of
Friday had spent about $200,000 on our vehicles, basically a maintenance program. We pay into the fleet
management budget, from September 1. About $198,000 personnel costs. The way our budget is structured
is having 125 people in street maintenance, in 6 different budgets. People in snow and ice would be charged
to that budget and their benefits are paid out of snow and ice starting September 1st.   

Camp stated with no snow in September and October were they doing repairs and other maintenance? Opfer
replied yes, as they are not just dedicated to snow. We have several people funded out of streets and
highways, not snow but they do snow. Also several people funded in street sanitation who do snow removal.
    
URBAN DEVELOPMENT
1. Greening Lincoln flyer for the Everett neighborhood. 
2. Greening Lincoln flyer in Spanish. 

GREENING LINCOLN        David Landis, Urban Development Director 
Landis stated Lincoln is one of five cities chosen by the EPA paid project called Greening America’s
Capitals. Starts tomorrow through Thursday. Brings together the neighborhood, small business, community
people, and design professionals. Tomorrow is aimed at gathering data and input at St. Paul United Church
of Christ. The input is on how to redo the 11th Street scape, A to J streets. We have the resources. Normally
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would have gone to a designer for the street scape but the EPA wanted to assist in the design process and
bring methodologies to our community. They will do the work product with the community, and the design
professionals will hand to the City. We may make use as we wish, as we are not obligated to follow the plan
but they’ll show what they think green and sustainable streets look like.

On Wednesday is the design by professionals and Thursday is the presentation and outcomes. All are invited.
The Mayor will open tomorrow afternoon with Lincoln citizens participating.

Hornung stated if a citizen were to ask him if the City of Lincoln is having the EPA come in, are we? Landis
replied the EPA is doing. They didn’t give us a grant, or money to put on some workshops. They will put
on and when done will give us what they think is a good model. This is not binding, not product, and not the
outcome of a grant contract. 

Cook stated various items listed, such as environmental education, school ecosystems, etc. is there any
mention of trees? Need to focus on our street and our park trees programs. We’ve taken down so many more
than we’ve replaced over time. We have places throughout the city where trees use to be and are not now,
being so far behind we can’t catch up. Having neighborhoods participate in this effort is important. Not just
about planting bushes, trees are very important, long term, and want to see more focus on trees. Landis
replied he would think a group of neighbors are together, worried about their streets that trees will come up
as a matter of organic discussion. On the other hand, personally will mention trees. 

   
WEED AUTHORITY
1. Weed Abatement Program newsletter for Lancaster County and the City of Lincoln, monthly report

for November, 2011.  
No comments

  
IV. COUNCIL MEMBERS

No comments

V. MISCELLANEOUS
None

VI. CORRESPONDENCE FROM CITIZENS
1. Email from Robert Converse, Retired HVAC service manager, giving reasons why Lincoln should

not approve the proposed ordinance to ban 80% efficient furnaces in Lincoln, and giving link to the
APGA web site. 

2. InterLinc correspondence from Michael Mumaugh working on a project regarding electricity rates,
and the City Council’s perspective on setting rates. 

3. InterLinc mail from Sheri Anderson with questions on how the City Council works. 
4. Email from Billie Bussmann on the 90% furnace requirements issue. Some Lincoln homes would

need extensive structural changes to install, at considerable expense. 
5. InterLinc correspondence from Nolan Denker in which he gives reasons to support government

funded art projects.   
6. InterLinc mail from Barbara van den Berg stating the police department and parks and recreation

personnel cooperative in dealing with the Occupiers. Hopefully this attitude will prevail with the
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teepee.  
7. Ken Svoboda email asking that the Public Building Commission special meeting be postponed until

appropriate notice is given. 
8. Email from Robin Eschliman regarding buildings for sale next to City property and the engineering

building.  
No comments
  

VII. ADJOURNMENT
Chair Carroll adjourned the meeting at 2:18 p.m.
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