
Pedestrian Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Minutes from October 14, 2014 

Lincoln Parks and Recreation – 2740 “A” Street 
 

 
Members Present:  Gary Bentrup, Parks Coble, Rick Dockhorn, Barb Fraser, Marynelle 
Greene, Elaine Hammer, Damon Hershey, Delrae Hirschman, Jordon Messerer, Michael Wylie  
 
Members Absent:  Dalyce Ronnau, Bill Spielman, Beth Thacker, Bill Wehrbein 
 
Staff Present:  Mike Heyl, J.J. Yost, Kellee Van Bruggen, Marty Fehringer/LPD 
 
Others Present:  David Hirschman 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 a.m., followed by announcement recognizing regulations 
of the Open Meetings Act as posted by the door.  
 
Minutes: 
Approval of September 9, 2014 minutes: Motion to approve was made by Gary Bentrup and 
seconded by Elaine Hammer.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Staff Reports: 
In the absence of Terry Genrich, JJ Yost reported on the following: 
 

• Jamaica North Trail construction is moving along nicely. 
• Cavett connector is in right-of-way acquisition stage.   
• Wilderness Park bridge is scheduled for late winter construction.  Need ground to freeze 

in order to access the construction site. 
• Billy Wolff Trail, 27th to Randolph, is in PE process. 
• Stonebridge is at about 90%. 
• Trail repair work on Billy Wolff Trail at 70th street and along dog run is complete. 

 
Moving into a new CIP year, a new repair package is being prepared.  JJ asked that if anyone has 
concerns regarding necessary repairs to let him know.  Observations were provided from 
attendees regarding the 14th Street bridge, south of Old Cheney, that the east end of bridge has 
cracks that need to be addressed; west and east approaches at the new ped. bridge leading to 
Holdrege Street are bad and continue to be an ongoing problem; east end of Elaine Hammer 
bridge at the approach.  JJ suggested that individuals can contact him at jyost@lincoln.ne.gov, 
and he will maintain a list of problem areas. 
 
It was also noted that there is a large amount of grass growing in the cracks on trails on N. 84th, 
north of Holdrege.  JJ informed that the 84th Street trail between Adams and Mahoney Park will 
be first on the repair list for the upcoming projects. 
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An information update was requested regarding the status of public sidewalk repairs, which is 
actually funded by Public Works.  It was commented that there were many repairs being seen 
during the summer months, but no new information was readily available. 
 
Sign Committee Update – no report. 
 
“N” Street Update – It was reported that this project would be going out to bid within the week, 
with bids requested by the end of the month for opening, and hopefully award the bid by the end 
of the following month.  The design bid is being provided as an entire project or a two-phase 
project during two separate construction seasons. 
 
Bike Share Project & Workshop Scheduled for September 18th – Currently working on report 
from feedback obtained at the workshop and mind-mixer topics, as well as looking at other 
communities’ processes.  Information is intended to be available on the website soon. 
 
Tiger Grant – This grant was not received. 
 
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon – There will be PSA’s running, along with an information 
link to the Public Works website, for the new flashing beacon for Mopac Trail as it crosses 33rd 
Street.  It was suggested that there seems to be confusion as to what the protocol is for 
pedestrians, bikers, and vehicles alike.  A recommendation of message boards will be requested 
of Public Works on 33rd Street, as well as the potential of additional signage and educational 
information to the public and possibly the schools. 
 
Bike Route Signage – The Complete Streets Committee has discussed use of CIP funds and 
determined that they would like to utilize a portion of the funds for bike route signage.  A map 
was previously distributed to PBAC members indicating where current routes and signage is 
located.  Responding to questions from the last meeting, it was reported that cost would be 
conservatively estimated at $100 for each sign and installation.  MUTCD also does not indicate 
frequency of placement other than frequent enough to guide the user and remind motorists of the 
bike route.  It was requested that the group provide input on locations for sign placement, and 
discussed the possibility of a sub-committee to determine a final priority list.  Anyone interested 
in assisting was asked to contact Kellee Van Bruggen.   
 
Legislative Update – Barb Fraser attended the public meeting on bike related issues and relayed 
information on behalf of the PBAC regarding concerns on crosswalks, e-bikes, and other issues 
that the committee felt needed further clarification.  Representatives in attendance from Omaha, 
the Nebraska Bicycling Alliance, GPTN, and others also conveyed related concerns.  Barb 
conveyed that she had not received any reports from the meeting. 
 
Bicycle Friendly Community – The report from this visit was distributed to Committee members 
prior to the meeting.  It was suggested that the report should be shared with the Mayor and City 
Council members. 
 



A motion was made by Elaine Hammer and seconded by Gary Bentrup that a letter be drafted to 
the Mayor and City Council members from the PBAC regarding results of the Bicycle Friendly 
Community Report Card.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
It was also suggested that the time line be reviewed for application for another Bicycle Friendly 
Community award, as the current Bronze award is good for another year. 
 
New Business: 
Marty Fehringer, SE Captain for LPD, was in attendance and conveyed that there is currently not 
a traffic sergeant in place, but once that position is filled the officer will be in regular attendance 
at the PBAC meetings.  Marty also provided a recap of bicycle accidents showing 158 injury 
accidents in 2012, 125 in 2013, and 104 so far in 2014.  He indicated that the majority of these 
accidents appear to be where a vehicle is stopped at an intersection and a bicyclist proceeds 
through the intersection unseen by the motorist.  With additional conversation it was noted that 
the recent high profile deaths and serious injury accidents have created more of a crisis 
atmosphere.  Various instances and locations were mentioned.  It was indicated that bicyclists 
need to be reminded to follow the traffic laws as well.   
 
Nominating Committee for Elections in November: 
A nominating committee of Elaine Hammer, Jordan Messerer, and Damon Hershey were 
appointed to bring forward officer nominations at the November meeting. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
 


