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Item 7—Agenda of June 17, 2010            June 11, 2010 

Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 

PROPOSAL: 

Gary Butts requests a Certificate of Appropriateness on behalf of Vincenzo’s ristorante at 808 P Street in 

the Haymarket Landmark District. 

DISCUSSION: 

The Commission previously reviewed proposals for a “dining deck” in front of 808 P Street on Nov. 20, 

2003 and May 20, 2004.  The initial proposal was similar to the current design but included a canopy 

extension supported by posts.  It was approved, with the posts and canopy reserved for further detailing 

and review.  In May 2004 a simpler design  without the added canopy and posts.  The drawings indicated 

the use of cedar but in discussion the applicant specified that no wood was planned but rather 

composite materials.  The simpler design was approved.  The minutes from those meetings are 

appended to this report.  

The current proposal is similar to the Oct. 2003 proposal, without the added canopy.  Mr. Butts will 

discuss with the Commission alternative, simpler railing designs that his client wishes to consider. 

The Commission should be mindful of its past favorable actions on related designs for this building, but 

as those designs (and the present design) all continued to evolve, it seems fair to query the applicant on 

any details that might improve the proposal in terms of this major building and its highly prominent 

location. 

City staff has expressed concern about the 8.5’ project of the deck into the right‐of‐way, constricting the 

clear sidewalk at the narrowest point to 5’.  Six feet is the preferred minimum adjacent to sidewalk 

cafes, depending upon the typical pattern of pedestrian usage in an area.  P Street in Haymarket is seen 

as a busy pedestrian area.   

The deck is also elevated to match an elevated portion of the interior adjacent to the storefront.  The 

Commission might explore with the applicant whether lowering the floor level to match the main floor 

of the restaurant might lessen the intrusion of the deck and make it more accessible. 
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Minutes of prior meetings 

APPLICAIION BY GARY BUllS FOR A CERIIFICAIE OF APPROPRIAIENESS FOR WORK ON 
IHE HARPHAM BUILDING. 8Q8 P STREET IN IHE HAYMARKET LANDMARK DISIRICT 

PUBLIC HEARING: November 20, 2003 

Members present: Helwig, McKee, Ripley and Walker; Berggren, Francis and Young absent). 

Gary Butts appeared to present the application. This application is for a veranda. He wanted to 
clarify the color. The attempt will be to paint it the same color as the metal that is on the building 
right now. This proposal would place the outdoor dining on a freestanding deck rather than on the 
sidewalk due to the excessive slope of uP" Street. 

McKee believes the door was on the other end when the Commission looked at this before. Helwig 
believes he is correct. 

Helwig wondered about the elevation of the deck. Mr. Butts replied that the deck will be the same 
elevation as the indoor dining. Helwig does not believe the deck would be handicap accessible. Mr. 
Butts replied that BuHding Code does not require the deck to be accessible. A ramp could also be 
added at some point, but it is not part of this plan. 

Helwig wondered what the purpose is of installing the second elevation handrail Mr. Butts replied 
that it has to do with the buHding code requirements. The lexan cover is shown for spacing the 
ballisters on the railing to match the fire escape. There will be a sloped awning covering the entire 
veranda. They just replaced the awning about 60 days ago. When that awning wears out, they 
would like to replace it with an awning that extends out about 2 feet further. 

McKee inquired about the color scheme of this awning. Mr. Butts replied that they have talked 
about green. The existing awning is maroon. 

Ripley clarified that the request is for approval of the deck with a handrail and any new awning 
would have to come back before the Commission. Mr. Butts agreed. 

Mr. Butts noted that the deck will be made of synthetic deck materiaL This will not be wood. It 
comes in redwood and gray 

McKee wondered about access under the deck. Mr. Butts replied that there would be an access at 
the west end, but it would be accessible with tools only. 

ACTION: November 20, 2003 

Helwig moved approval of the deck, color of deck to be gray, handrail, new entrance out of the 
buHding with the doorway at the eastern half of the first bay from the west end with the posts and 
canopy to come back into the future, seconded by McKee. Motion for approval carried 4-0: Helwig, 
McKee, Ripley and Walker voting 'yes'; Berggren, Francis and Young absent. 
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APPLICATION BY BILL WHITLEY FOR A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR WORK AT 
808 P STREET, ALSO K NOWN AS THE HARPHAM BUILDING, IN THE HAYMARKET LANDMARK 
DISTRICT 

PUBLIC HEARING AND ACTION:  May 20, 2004 

Members present: Francis, Helwig, McKee, Ripley and Walker; Berggren and Young absent.  

Mark Johnson appeared to present the application.   He presented some drawings of the proposed 
use for the right‐of‐way.  Seating for the restaurant would be provided.   

Mr. Zimmer noted that the use of a cedar deck on a Haymarket front concerned him.  The material 
for the deck has been changed. 

Helwig was concerned about the rail, previously.  It appears that concern has been alleviated.   

Mr. Zimmer noted that another key change in the previous drawing was going to put up posts and 
extend the awning.  This design uses the existing awning.  It makes it somewhat less obtrusive.  

Ripley questioned the composite sandstone finish.  Mr. Johnson is not sure exactly what it is made 
of.  He has seen it and can only say that it has a rough finish like stone.   

Helwig wondered about the top of the posts.  Mr. Johnson replied that they were originally going to 
be pointed, now they have finials.   

ACTION:   May 20, 2004 

Helwig questioned if the posts were going to be made of wood.  Mr. Johnson replied that there is no 
wood anywhere. 

McKee moved approval, seconded by Helwig.  Motion carried 5‐0: Francis, Helwig, McKee, Ripley 
and Walker voting ‘yes’; Berggren and Young absent.  

 

 

Recommended finding: The proposed terrace is compatible with the style of 3850 Orchards St. and is a 

visible but non‐obtrusive alteration, meeting the preservation guidelines. 

Recommended action:  Approval of a certificate of appropriateness. 
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