
Item 5—Agenda of April 17,  2014    April 11, 2014 
 
PROPOSAL:  
Ken Fougeron, on behalf of Speedway Properties, requests a certificate of 
appropriateness for work at 801 R Street in Haymarket Landmark District. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The new Hilton Garden Inn at 801 R Street was designed with two locations for 
artwork, flanking the stairs down to the lower level shops, at the northwest corner 
of the site.  Two concrete pads, approximately 4 feet square, are provided adjacent 
to the stairway walls and railings. 

 



 
 

 
  
The proposal is to install a pair of large ceramic heads by Omaha artist Jun Kaneko.  
Information on the artist is attached.  These ceramic sculptures are proposed to be 
placed atop steel “tables,” 2’8” tall, mounted on the existing concrete pads.  Each 



ceramic piece is approximately 72”tall.  They are glazed glossy black on the top and 
white on the lower portion. 

 
 

 
 
The Commission has reviewed only a few works of art for installation in Haymarket 
in the past, most notably “Watchful Citizen” at 7th & P.    The district preservation 
guidelines, based on the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, are not 
very verbose in relation to such installations.  Standard 9 addresses alterations, 
stating: “Contemporary design for alterations and additions to existing properties 
shall not be discouraged when such alterations and additions do not destroy 
significant historical, architectural or cultural material, and such design is 



compatible with the size, scale, color, material and character of the property, 
neighborhood or environment.”  The related recommended treatment of “The 
Environment” encourages “Using new plant materials, fencing, walkways, street 
lights, signs, and benches that are compatible with the character of the 
neighborhood in size, scale, material and color.” 
 
Based on these design guidelines, the Commission has properly focused on the 
overall compatibility and impact of art in the District, based on location, scale, and 
color, not on style or content of pieces.   This proposal, for installation of sculpture 
outside a new building at the north edge of the district, certainly does “not destroy 
significant historical, architectural or cultural material.” 
 
The works are located and oriented to be highly visible from busy public areas north 
of the District, such as the Post Office and Pinnacle Bank Arena, but will have little 
impact on the historic 8th Street corridor, as they are largely or entirely hidden by 
the Hilton’s dock and railings from view from the south.  The scale of the pieces will 
likely be perceived quite differently by someone standing on the sidewalk beneath 
them, or viewing them from the Arena terrace or pedestrian bridge.  In the context 
of the multi-story hotel, they will be visible but relatively small; to the nearby 
pedestrian, they will loom large.  The opportunity for this range of experience is a 
strength of the proposed location.  At other locations in Haymarket, adjacent 
historic structures or without a variety of viewing opportunities, these pieces might 
well be determined incompatible.  In this location, against a compatible but modern 
structure, boldly positioned to views north and northwest, discretely tucked in from 
view to the south, the proposal warrants approval. 
 
Recommended finding: 
The proposed artwork, as located, is compatible with the overall character of the 
Haymarket historic district. 
 
Recommended action: 
Approval of a certificate of appropriateness. 
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