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MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND Wednesday, September 24, 2008, 12:15 p.m.
PLACE OF MEETING: Room 113, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th Street,

Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Gene Carroll, Michael Cornelius, Dick Esseks, Wendy
Francis, Roger Larson, Lynn Sunderman and Tommy
Taylor.  Jim Partington and Leirion Gaylor Baird absent.

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Don Thomas, County Engineer; Thomas Shafer, Public
Works and Utilities; Mike Brienzo, Mike DeKalb, Brian
Will and Michele Abendroth of the Planning Department;
and other interested parties.

STATED PURPOSE County 1 & 6 Road and Bridge Construction
OF MEETING: Program

The meeting was called to order at 12:17 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.

Mike Brienzo presented the Lancaster County 1 & 6 Road and Bridge Construction
Program.  This program is reviewed every year in relation to the Comprehensive Plan.  The
county section includes maps of the plans as well as the city road plan where projects may
overlap.  It is also reviewed relative to the functional classification map.  The program is
divided in sections including roads completed in the last year, roads carried over that were
not completed and the 2009 road projects and the 2009 bridge projects, and these are
followed by 5 years of out year projects.  

The general findings are that the County Road and Bridge Construction Program is in
conformance with the Long Range Transportation Program.  There is a conditional approval
of the Arbor Road project, which has been in the program for grading and paving.  This is
the access to the motorcross facility.  It is in the program as a placeholder and as a standby
project in case the funds become available.  

Don Thomas stated that Arbor Road east of N. 70th Street serves 3 residences and is not
paved.  It will be paved based on the anticipated demand that the motorcross facility will
generate.  

Larson asked about the future plans for 98th Street.  Thomas stated that building to RUTS
standards is very costly, so it is an economic decision.  He anticipates the engineering
portion of the project to be completed in approximately 3 years.
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Carroll asked if there are any projects that will be moved forward in the timeline.  Thomas
stated that it is difficult to move a project up in the timeline, but it can happen.  Alvo Road
is an example of that.

Larson asked if the county roads are appropriated out of general funds or our share of gas
tax.  Thomas stated that it is both of those as well as federal and state aid.

Larson asked what the annual budget is.  Thomas replied that it is approximately $14
million.

Brienzo noted that a large part of the 2009 program is dedicated to maintenance of the
county road system.

Esseks asked about the cost effectiveness of asphalt.  Thomas stated that it depends on
where you live in the state.  Generally asphalt is cheaper but not by a lot.

Esseks commented on the ongoing controversy over rural acreages and asked what
happens if you get up to 400 trips per day.  Thomas stated Denton Road is currently being
paved over to the county line.  The standard in the Comp Plan is 400 trips per day.  That
is a good signal that something should be done.

Larson commented that many people complain about the cost of medians and asked about
the rationale for putting them in.  Thomas stated that to be more of a City issue, but it has
to do with access and exit points and controlling traffic.

There being no further questions, the meeting was adjourned at 12:43 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department
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