
BRIEFING NOTES

NAME OF GROUP: PLANNING COMMISSION 

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Wednesday, May 5, 2010, 11:45 a.m.
Room 113, County-City Building, 555 S. 10  Street, Lincoln,th

Nebraska

MEMBERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Leirion Gaylor Baird, Michael Cornelius, Dick Esseks, Wendy
Francis, Roger Larson, Jeanelle Lust, Jim Partington, Lynn
Sunderman and Tommy Taylor. 

OTHERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Marvin Krout, Nicole Fleck-Tooze, Steve Henrichsen, David
Cary, Brandon Garrett, Rashi Jain, Mike DeKalb, Mike Brienzo
and Michele Abendroth of the Planning Department; other
interested citizens.

STATED PURPOSE 
OF MEETING:

Community Indicators Report and the Planning Commission
review Edition of the FY 2010/11 - 2015/16 Capital
Improvements Program and the FY 2011/14 Transportation
Improvement Program

The meeting was called to order at 11:45 a.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was
acknowledged.

Marvin Krout stated that he believes that the Community Indicators Report has become
more and more valuable each year as it becomes a historical reference, and this year it is
a key piece of information as we develop the 2040 Comprehensive Plan (Comp Plan).  The
Capital Improvements Program (CIP) and Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) are
also part of the annual review.  The Planning Commission will review the CIP and TIP as
to conformance with the Comp Plan.  

David Cary began a PowerPoint presentation and reviewed the Community Indicators
Report.   He stated that the Indicators Report is coordinated with the annual review of the
Comp Plan.  There was not an annual review of the Comp Plan this year due to the 2040
update in process.  The Indicators Report is based on the benchmarks in the Comp Plan.
Staff continually evaluates information for validity, understandability, reliability and
availability.  

In the Growth section of the Indicators Report, the data indicates that Lincoln’s population
is increasing.  The population estimate for 2009 was 281,531.  Migration is a major factor
in the growth estimates.  One of the assumptions in the Comp Plan is that 90% of the
County population is in the City of Lincoln.  Estimates continue to reflect this assumption.



Page 2 of  4

Residential building permits are down from 1,163 in 2007 to 667 in 2008 and 604 in 2009.
The supply of residential lots shows an 18-year supply of single family detached units using
the three year average.

In the Employment section, the Business and Commerce sectors are increasing 1.47% per
year since 2000 and 2.0% is anticipated in the Plan.  Industrial sectors are growing at
0.19% per year, below the 2.5% anticipated annual growth in the Plan.  Overall
employment is rising 0.93% per year since 2000.  The civilian labor force has 0.74%
growth rate since 2000.  Unemployment was 4.4% in 2009 and is on the rise.

As a community, we experience a high education rate.  We rank above the U.S. and
Nebraska averages as a whole.  Total sales tax collected in 2008/09 is lower than that
collected in 2007/08 in real dollars.  The average annual increase in sales tax is 2.44%
since 2000.  Lodging taxes saw a 1.82% increase in 2008/09.

Transportation is also reviewed in the Indicators Report.  StarTran ridership has been
increasing an average of 1.33% per year since 2000.  StarTran attempts to serve as many
homes as possible as efficiently as possible.  81.71% of homes in Lincoln are conveniently

4located within a /  mile of a StarTran fixed route.1

In 2009, there were 2,713 lane miles of roadway in Lincoln.  In 2008, an estimated 4.38
million vehicle miles were traveled each day.  There is a decrease from 2007 due in part
to increased fuel prices and the downturn in the economy.  The vehicle crash rate has
fallen from 10.59 crashes per million vehicle miles traveled in 1985 to 4.94 in 2008.

In the Parks and Trails section, the data indicates that 93.5% of homes within the City were
within 1 mile of a public multi-use trail and 83.3% of homes are within ½ mile of a
Neighborhood or Community Park.  There are over 66 Neighborhood and Community
Parks throughout Lincoln. 

Esseks stated that many of the new developments are located too far from a fire station
and asked if that is reviewed during this process .  Cary stated that the Fire Department
has mapped this information in relation to response rates.  Esseks asked if this issue could
be reviewed as part of this process.

Larson asked if it has been considered to make impact fees dependent on the value of the
land.  Krout stated that many factors were considered by an impact fee committee.

Next, Cary reviewed the CIP process.  The Commission will review the CIP as to
conformity with the Comp Plan.  The process begins with a letter and instructions from the
Mayor to the departments.  The departmental submittals were due to the Planning
Department on February 5.  The first edition of the CIP is reviewed by the Capital
Improvement Advisory Committee (CIAC) followed by the Planning Commission review.
The Planning Commission comments will be forwarded to the CIAC and then to the City
Council.  The Commission can find that a CIP project is in conformance with the Plan,



Page 3 of  4

generally conforms with the Plan, is not in conformance with the Plan or is not in the Plan.
Factors used are explicit reference, plan intent, location, timing, project definition and
description.  

The non-Public Works sections of the CIP include Building & Safety, Finance, Fire,
Libraries, LES, Aging, Police, Urban Development and Parks & Recreation.  The Public
Works sections include StarTran, Streets and Highways, Watershed Management, Street
Maintenance, Water, Wastewater and Solid Waste. 

Cary stated that it is important to note that there is not enough funding to fully fund all the
projects identified in the CIP, specifically in the Streets & Highways, Water and Wastewater
sections.

The next steps in the process are the PC public hearing on conformity on May 12.  These
findings are forwarded to the CIAC and then to the City Council.  Year 1 of the CIP will be
adopted as the capital budget.

Mike Brienzo next reviewed the TIP.  The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)
produces the TIP as a federal requirement.  The purpose is to provide a coordinated list
of transportation projects to receive federal funding and to coordinate others with
significant transportation improvements.  There is a four year schedule of projects.  The
projects must be financially constrained and must come from the MPO Long Range
Transportation Plan.  

The TIP is developed by the MPO Technical Committee in coordination with NDOR,
County Engineering, Public Works & Utilities, Airport Authority, Parks & Recreation, Lower
Platte South Natural Resources District.  The TIP must go through a public review and is
coordinated with the development of the CIP and the State TIP. 

The Technical Committee will review the TIP on May 6.  The Planning Commission will
hold a public hearing on May 12 and the Technical Committee will review the TIP on June
1 and their recommendations will be forwarded to the MPO Officials Committee for review
on June 22.  In July, the MPO submits the TIP to the state for inclusion in State TIP.  The
NDOR will hold a public review of the State TIP and all MPO TIPs are submitted to the
Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit Administration.  On October 1, the
final TIP goes into effect.  

Esseks asked staff for advice in reviewing these documents.  Cary stated that the charge
of the Planning Commission is to find conformity for the six years of the CIP.  Esseks
stated that most of the projects have been identified by staff as being in conformance with
the Plan and questioned the role of the Commission considering that.  Cary stated that the
public review is an opportunity for the public to comment or raise concerns with projects,
and the Commission can take that testimony under consideration.  Also, staff spends a
great amount of time ensuring that this is a good document by the time it reaches the
Planning Commission.
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The meeting was adjourned at 12:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department
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