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EMORANDUM

TO: Urban D n Gommittee
FROM: Brian Wil nning Department
DATE: February 1, 2008
RE: Alitel proposal for a wireless facility at Seacrest Park
Overview:

Alltel is proposing to construct a 105'-tall wireless facility (monopole) at Seacrest Park
near East High School. The proposed location is about 142" north of A Street and 620’
east of South 70" Street. In the area of the East High School campus/Seacrest Park, a
portion of the site is owned by Lincoin Public Schools, and a portion is owned by the
City Lincoln.

If this proposed site were private property subject to review under the zoning ordinance,

it would require review by and approval of the Planning Commission as a Special -
Permit (and Urban Design Committee would not review the proposal). As a matter of
policy, the City of Lincoln recommends that wireless communication facilities on public
property benefit by the review and advice of the Urban Design Committee.

The following analysis is based on the standards for evaluation for wireless
communication facilities contained in Chapter 27.68 of the Zoning Ordinance and
applied to special permit applications.

Conformity with Comprehensive Plan.

The proposed tower is located near the southwest corner of the campus on land owned
by the City of Lincoln. Surrounding uses include Seacrest Park and the East High
School campus to the north, east and west, and office and multiple-family residential to
the south. Sited behind a stand of existing coniferous trees, it appears the intent is to
comply with the goal of the Comprehensive Plan that “facilities near residential areas
should be unobtrusive, of a scale consistent with the neighborhood setting, and sited in
a way that does not detract from the enjoyment of the neighborhood by its residents.”

Preference of site location in accordance with Chapter 27.68.080.
The proposal would be considered a limited preference site as it is a new, free- standzng
facility to be erected on public land.

Compatibility with abutting property and surrounding land uses. Adverse
impacts such as the visual, environmental or noise impacts.

The proposed tower is located internally on the park site, approximately 140' north of A
Street. The height and visibility of the tower has been minimized by siting it behind a
stand a mature pine trees, and by the use of a monopole with “flush mounted”
antennae.

Availability of suitable existing structures for antenna mounting.

There is an existing tower located on the East High School campus northeast of the
proposed site, however Alltel has stated that it cannot accommodate any additional
carriers. The light standards surrounding Seacrest field are possible candidates for
collocation.



Scale of facility in relation to surrounding land uses.

Other tall structures in the area include the existing monopole, the light poles
surrounding Seacrest Field, and the power and light poles along A Street. At 105'in
height, the scale of the proposed facility is consistent with other structures in the area.

Impact on views/vistas and impact on landmark structures/districts, historically
significant structures/ districts, architecturally significant structures, landmark
vistas or scenery and view corridors from visually obtrusive antennas and back-
up equipment.

The proposed tower does not appear to have a negative impact on views/vistas of the
Capitol, fandmark structures or districts.

Color and finish.
A neutral (gray) galvanized monopole is proposed.

Ability to co-locate.
The plans submitted show the tower is structurally capable of accommodating two

additional carriers.

Screening potential of existing vegetation, structures and topographic features, -
and screening potential of proposed facilities, ground level equipment, buildings
and tower base.

There is an existing stand of mature pine trees surrounding the proposed site. The site
plan shows additional trees being planted near the base of the tower to further screen
the facility from A Street and the properties south of the site. ' '

Impact on natural resources, open spaces, recreational trails, and other
recreational resources. _ S

The proposed tower will be visible from the East High School, Seacrest Park, and A
Street.

Conclusion:

The proposed location associates the facility with a large parcel where other tall facilties
exist, while minimizing its impact on surrounding uses by siting it behind an existing
stand of mature trees. The tower and compact antennae design combined with the
additional screening being proposed will allow this carrier to provide service within this
area while minimizing the impact upon the area.
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"Ralph Wyngarden”™ To <EZimmer@ci.lincoln.ne.us>
<ralph.wyngarden@faulkandf
oster.com>
01/15/2008 03:07 PM bec
Subject Proposed Alltel Site in Seacrest Park for February 6 Urban
Design Committee Agenda

cC

Ed-

Alltel is working with the Parks Department on a proposed wireless telecommunications facility in Seacrest Park

near the intersection of 70" & A. I've attached a copy of the construction drawings as well as photosimulation
views. Could you put this project on the agenda for the February 6 Urban Design Comumitiee meeting? Please let
me know if you need any additional information and if you need hard copies and, if so, how many. Thanks.

I just got off the phone with Lynn Johnsen at Parks and we are working to have a neighborheod meting the night
before on February 5. They will have representatives at both meetings.

-Ralph

Ralph Wyngarden, Sr. Zoning Specialist
Faulk & Foster |

3040 Charlevoix Drive SE, Suite 202
Grand Rapids, MI149546

Office: (616) 975-0923, ext. 115

Fax: (616) 975-0920

Cell: (616) 450-9804
Disclaimer:

Faulk & Foster

www.faulkandfoster.com

This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are the property of Faulk & Foster Real Estate, are
confidential, and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom this email is



01/31/2008 11:34 AM cc

Jeanne A Bowling/Notes To Brian J Will/Notes@Naotes

bce
Subject

Here's the portion of the minutes of the Park Bd. meeting where the cell tower was discussued. Let me
know if you need anything further.

FEES & FACILITIES COMMITTEE:

*

Recommendation re: placement of a communications tower in Seacrest Park, in

vicinity of the 73" & “A” Street: Jolanda Junge-Kuzma reported that a provider (Alltel)
has asked to place a communications tower in Seacrest Park. Lynn Johnson said on the
north end of Seacrest Field parking lot, in the center, LPS has a contract with a provider
and there’s a communication tower at that location, There's been some discussion with
LPS about if it would be better to co-locate at that central location or have two separate
towers. Johnson said the Alltel tower could be put in the south end of the park, back in
the trees, where it would be less visually obtrusive than putting them together on one
tower. Bob Ripley stated that he felt in any future requests for cell towers that the
provider be asked to place their towers in parking lots rather than in park land. Johnson
reported that if the Board recommends approval of this application to move forward, the
next step will be to conduct a neighborhood meeting that LPS will be invited to, then it will
go to City Council for approval. :

Bob Ripley asked if the Board’s approval could be made contingent on an agreement that
the provider be responsible for the removal of the tower and out buildings when it is
no longer in use. Lynn Johnson said that all cell tower recommendations have been sent
to the City Council with the recommendation that the last provider off the pole be
responsible for taking it down. It's never been part of the standard contract, but if the
Board feels it should be made part of the contract, they can approve that action.

Discussion was held regarding the fees that the City receives from cell towers. Currently
all these fees (approximately $25,000 per year per provider) are placed in the City's
General Fund. Ripley asked if it would be of any benefit to the Parks Department if the
Parks Board would recommend that the Director go to the current Administration to
discuss whether or not a portion of the fees received for towers located in City parks, be
returned to the Parks Department. These funds would be placed in a specific location
that would directly benefit the Parks Department.

After lengthy discussion it was moved (Committee) that the Board approve Alltel’
s application for a communications tower to be installed at Seacrest Park,
generally located at 7300 “A” Street. Motion approved by majority vote of
members present with Quambusch voting no and Walkowiak abstaining.

Bpb Ripley recommended that this approval be granted based on the provision that the
revenue generated from this be placed in an independent account that can directly
benefit the Parks Department. An option might be that the funds be channeled to the
Lincoln Cares program, in which case not only does the Parks Department derive benefit
from the tower location but the payee (provider) would receive recognition for the money
that went into Lincoln Cares.



It was moved (Ripley) and seconded (Junge-Kuzma) that a recommendation be made
that the money generated from cell towers located in City parks, be put in a specific fund
to be used for Parks facility improvements and be accounted for separately ( one option
might be the Lincoln Cares Program). Junge-Kuzma stated her concern that this
recommendation not be made just for this one application but that it be made for all
future applications from providers that come to the Parks Board.

Jonathan Cook suggested that the motion include a recommendation that a letter be
prepared by the Parks Department staff reflecting the concerns of the Advisory Board
and presented to the Mayor and City Council.

Jeanne Bowling

Secretary to the Director

Lincoin Parks & Recreation Dept.
2740 A Street

402-441-8264
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Lancaster Coun

Parcel Map
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Norman H. Agena
County Assessor/Register of

This map is intended to show as accurately as possible the Deeds
relationship of parcels, but it is not intended to be construed as 555 South 10th Street
survey accurate in any manner. Lincoln, NE 68508

402-441-7463
lassessor@co.lancaster.ne.us
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