


























tributary to the South Beltway. Following linear open space along the South Beltway east and then north along the East
Beltway to the Stevens Creek connection near Walton. The Greenway would follow the Stevens Creek corridor to the north
and connect back in with Salt Creek including saline wetlands, Salt Creek Tiger Beetle habitat and the Crescent Green
Corridor on the north, forming a continuous open space system.

The Salt Valley Heritage Greenway would provide connectivity with current and future green corridors that extend out from
Lincoln such as the MoPac Trail corridor, Murdock Trail corridor, Antelope Valley, Dietrich Bikeway, and Billy Wolff Trail
Corridor. It would provide a destination for additional trails as Lincoln continues to grow. The Greenway would also pro-
vide access to green corridors that then would extend out into the county to State Recreation Areas (SRA) and natural
resource areas and beyond including the following:

Cardwell Branch corridor to Yankee Hill SRA
Middle Creek corridor to Pawnee SRA
Haines Branch corridor to Conestoga SRA
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Salt Creek corridor to Killdeer and

Bluestem SRA

¢ Oak Creek corridor to Branched Oak
Lake

¢ Salt Creek corridor east and up the

Rock Creek corridor

The Salt Valley Heritage Greenway would also
provide connectivity with the Homestead Trail
that goes to Beatrice and south to Kansas. It
would connect with additional rail lines that are
acquired for trails in the future.

Use the Salt Valley Heritage Greenway concept
to embody the Comprehensive Plan’s Vision
and environmental resource guiding principles,
including:

¢ Conserve flood-prone areas for storm
water management

¢ Preserve signature landscapes

¢ Create a continuous commuter and
recreational trail loop

¢ Connect urban neighborhoods, as well
as urban and rural areas with unbroken
corridors of open space

¢ Provide links of wildlife habitat and
movement areas

¢ Enhance the value of properties adjacent
to and served by the Greenway

Develop a strategic plan for acquiring and con-
serving lands within the Salt Valley Heritage
Greenway corridor through cooperative efforts
of public agencies, private organizations, and

individuals. Salt Valley Heritage Greenway & Future Countywide Trails

(Please refer to the Multi-Use Trails & Bicycle Facilities Plan map

Prepare and distribute information to communi- in the Mobility & Transportation chapter.)
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ty residents regarding the functions and value of the Salt Valley Heritage Greenway, and of the plans for its creation.
Identify and pursue funding sources for the acquisition of significant properties forming the Greenway.

Coordinate the planning of the Salt Valley Heritage Greenway with county-wide trails planning and any other relevant on-
going planning activities.

Greenways and Open Space: South and East Beltways

Explore alternatives for creating a greenway corridor along the South and East Beltways. This work would occur as the
more detailed planning of those facilities takes place. The activities could range from park-like areas existing today along
Interstate 180 and Highway 2 in Lincoln, to more riparian settings as are found in Wilderness Park and the Crescent Green
areas. The corridor could connect with historic and cultural assets, regional and community parks, lakes, and other recre-
ational areas. It could also provide potential habitat and corridors for animal movement.

Greenway and Open Space: I-80 Corridor (N. 27th to Waverly)

Continue the advancement of the greenway corridor along Interstate 80, between North 27th Street and the City of Waverly.
This corridor already includes a number of wetland areas (both saline and fresh water) that are under public ownership —
City of Lincoln and the Lower Platte South Natural Resources District in particular. The corridor contains the Warner
Wetlands and City’s wetlands mitigation bank. The area is a major entryway into the City of Lincoln and provides associat-
ed trail and open space opportunities.

Greenways and Open Space: Stevens Creek Basin

Seek the early acquisition (or the application of other management techniques) of land along Stevens Creek and within the
Stevens Creek Basin for future greenways, open space and park uses. Examine possible park and open space potential
around Walton where the MoPac and future Stevens Creek Trails will connect.

Greenways and Open Space: Haines Branch Corridor

Enhance the Haines Branch Corridor extending from the City to Pioneers Park, and then to Conestoga Lake. This includes
accenting the visual appeal from and of the Bison Trail. From Conestoga, there is the opportunity to connect with the
Village of Denton, and then south along the riparian corridor to the Spring Creek Nature Center.

Greenways and Open Space: Trails in General

Pursue the active coordination of all future trail network extensions and enhancements. The urban network of trails should
connect employment centers, shopping areas, schools, and residential neighborhoods. Trails should be an integral part of
the community’s green spaces and corridors. (See Transportation section of the Plan.)

Seek establishment of trail easements or comparable options along selected county roads. (See Transportation section of the
Plan.)

Endeavor to acquire abandoned rail lines for trails as part of an overall open space and recreation system for the county.
These may include the Union Pacific line running north-northwest out of Lincoln to Valparaiso and Wahoo, and the Lincoln
to Nebraska City Burlington Northern line.

Floodplains

In April of 2003, the Mayor’s Floodplain Task Force developed policy standards for floodplains that took into consideration
the natural functions played by these areas. These policy recommendations have been incorporated into the watershed man-
agement strategies included in the Utilities section of the Comprehensive Plan. Many recommendations have also been
incorporated into the zoning and subdivision codes.
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Seek the routine use of “Best Management Practices” in implementing stormwater management policy so that the potential
for sedimentation problems are minimized.

Further discussion of floodplain and stormwater management considerations and strategies is provided within the Utilities
section.

Views and Vistas

Investigate the availability of several locations in the county that offer distinguished views and vistas. These could be
acquired through fee simple title or easements. Many of these locations may be appropriate for public ownership as future
parks or open space. Efforts should be made to acquire these parcels should they become available.

Unique Features

Inventory and pursue the preservation of unique features to provide special educational and interpretive opportunities.
These include quarries and areas of geological significance, remnants of historic trails, unique bluffs near Bennet, the sand-
stone prairies, a small waterfall south of Denton, and historic pits and grasslands around Hickman and Roca.

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING

Integrate the “Core Resource Imperatives” and natural resource feature concepts into future city and county studies that
implement the Comprehensive Plan. Examples of such studies would be watershed master plans, subarea plans, transporta-
tion planning studies, utility master plans, wetland bank development analysis, and floodplain management studies.

Incorporate scientific data on flora, fauna, geology and other natural resources features into the Planning Department’s
“Natural Resources-Geographic Information Systems” (NR-GIS) database. This may include the targeted collection of per-
tinent baseline data on plants and wildlife.

Document historic, cultural and archeological sites throughout the city and county.

Research the long term land value effects of natural areas and parks on adjacent uses.

CURRENT PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT

Include the consideration of the “Core Resource Imperatives” and other natural resource features in the plan review process
— i.e., subdivision plats, changes of zone, use permits, etc. This may involve preparing written guidelines for looking at
site vulnerability, habitat fragmentation, long term land manageability, green space connectedness, and other elements that
implement the Plan’s natural resources concepts.

Update City and County zoning and subdivision regulations to encourage the application of concepts identified in the envi-
ronmental resources section of the Comprehensive Plan Vision.

Develop and adopt planning policies and procedures for acreage developments that are consistent with the environmental
resources Vision of the Comprehensive Plan.

Where setback and buffer provisions are provided for, the Planning Commission will consider requests for exception only if
no economically viable use allowed within the designated area could occur as a result of the application of the setback and
buffer provision, and that this circumstance is not purposefully brought about by any deliberate action of the owner or
developer of the property.
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PROGRAM IMPLEMENTATION AND FUNDING

Investigate the possible use of easements (e.g., conservation, preservation, public access, etc.), incentives (e.g., density
bonuses, conservation overlay zones, buffer/transition zones), purchases (e.g., development rights, land acquisition), and
impact fees to manage land with environmental resource interest.

Investigate the establishment of a land trust to enable donations of land and funding to occur on a systematic basis. This
may include encouraging estate planning to support further expansion of environmental resource areas in the county.

Conduct outreach efforts bringing together private land owners, environmental interests, and the development community to
seck a common understanding and approach regarding natural resource features and the vision described in this Plan.

Develop a capital improvements programming approach providing for further acquisition of park property and natural areas
to ensure the preservation and protection of sensitive environmental features.

Pursue a variety of grant funding sources on a continuing basis. These may include the Land and Water Conservation Fund,
various floodplain and water quality funding programs, and the Nebraska Environmental Trust.

Cooperatively plan for the long term preservation of existing and future public and private conservation areas.

Lend policy support to Federal and State programs retaining land in agricultural production.

PuBLIC AGENCY ADMINISTRATION

Determine the appropriate agency or agencies to manage and/or hold title to resources obtained through the Greenprint
Challenge implementation process. Although it is envisioned that many of these resources will remain in private ownership
with special protections, public acquisition of property and/or easements will also need to be employed.

Identify a governmental entity with specific authority to maintain and operate a parks and recreation program and natural
areas at the county level. This structure may involve existing agencies, reflecting a modification in current responsibilities
and authorities. The entity should have clear responsibility to act both inside and outside the City of Lincoln and its extra-
territorial limits.

Adopted November 16, 2006 Environmental Resources

Lincoln/Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan



This page left blank intentionally.

Environmental Resources Adopted November 16, 2006

Lincoln/Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan



