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IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� The Comprehensive Plan encourages the
development of a transportation system that

meets the mobility needs of the community and

supports the land use projections in the Plan by

continuing the street network into newly

developing areas and linking all neighborhoods

together.

� Roads will continue to form the backbone of
the entire region’s transportation system.

� The Community’s ability to fund new road
construction to serve future urban areas and

maintain existing roadways is critical to

Lincoln’s continued growth and development.

DDeeffiinniittiioonnss//  AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� Lane Miles include all traffic lanes (i.e. one
mile of a four lane road is 4 lane miles) that

include arterial, residential and unpaved streets

within the City of Lincoln corporate limits.

� Figures are a point-in-time snapshot and
include newly constructed paved streets and

existing paved streets that were annexed into

the City of Lincoln.

TTrreennddss//  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::

� In 1990, 1,883 lanes miles of roadways were
maintained throughout the City of Lincoln.

� In 1999, lane miles had increased to 2,170
miles of roadway.

SSiinnccee  22000000

� * In 2000, GIS technology and a new State of
Nebraska computation formula changed  the

calculation of lane miles, which resulted in

2,658 lane miles of roadway being identified

throughout Lincoln.

� ** In 2005, a correction in the number of lane
miles was made using GIS technology and the

State of Nebraska computation formula

resulting in a noticeable decrease in the

number of lane miles.

� In 2006, the total number of lane miles was
2,450 miles throughout Lincoln.

Source: City of Lincoln, Public Works,
Engineering Services
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IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� The Comprehensive Plan acknowledges cars
and trucks will continue to be the primary

mode of travel for Lincoln and Lancaster

County.

� Roads will continue to form the backbone of
the entire region's transportation system.

� Passenger vehicle occupancy data is an
increasingly recognized key element of an

effective urban travel monitoring program.

DDeeffiinniittiioonnss//  AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  IInnddiiccaattoorr::
� Average automobile occupancy rates in the

a.m. and p.m. hours reflect observations

throughout the community.

� The higher the occupancy rate the more
persons per vehicle on average.

� Occupancy Rate cannot be below "1.0".

� The Automobile Occupancy Study is
completed approximately every two-years.

� Baseline information on the travel
characteristics and trends can be used to plan

and evaluate the need for additional or

improved street segments.

TTrreennddss//  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::

� The graph shows the trend of average
occupancies during the a.m. and p.m. peak

hours over the last 30 years.

� Between 1977 and 2006, the average
automobile occupancy during the a.m. peak

hour dropped from 1.23 persons per vehicle to

1.17 persons per vehicle.

� Between 1977 and 2006, the average
automobile occupancy during the p.m. peak

hour  dropped from 1.34 persons per vehicle to

1.24 persons per vehicle.

� The 2006 a.m. peak hour occupancy rate was
slightly higher than 2004.

� People are more likely to carpool for social and
recreational trips than for work trips.

Source: City of Lincoln, Public Works &
Utilities, 2006 Vehicle Occupancy Study
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Mean Vehicle Occupancy for Work Trips

United States: 1.14 persons per vehicle
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IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� This indicator is used to evaluate transportation
system utilization and performance.

� Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) serve as a
proxy for how well localities are incorporating

the principles of accessible and walkable

communities, increased public transportation

and a shift away from development practices

centered on the automobile.

� VMT correlate with various economic and
lifestyle factors such as increased car

ownership, more women in the workforce,

more teen driving and more dispersed

development patterns.

DDeeffiinniittiioonnss//  AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� Figures represent an estimate of the Daily
VMT during each day in Lincoln.

� VMT is a measure of the vehicle miles people
travel.

� VMT data is a derived measure using output
from the Urban Area Traffic Model.

� The Lincoln Urban Area Boundary is an area
larger than the City of Lincoln used for

transportation modeling.

TTrreennddss//  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::

� In 1985, 2.25 million vehicle miles were
traveled on Lincoln roads each day.

� In 1990, 2.78 million vehicles miles were
traveled throughout Lincoln each day.

� In 2000, the estimate for daily VMT reached
3.86 million throughout Lincoln.

� Between 1985 and 2000 VMT steadily
increased at an average annual rate of 3.6

percent per year, or with a total increase of 71

percent in miles traveled.

� The year with the smallest increase occurred
from 1990 to 1991 when the daily VMT

increased by only 5,000 miles, or less than 1

percent for the year.
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� The VMT estimate passed 4.0 million daily
VMT in Lincoln in 2002.

� The average annual change in daily VMT since
2000 has been an increase of 1.9 percent per

year and amounted to 4,340,000 miles traveled

daily throughout Lincoln in 2006.

Source:  City of Lincoln, Planning Department,
April 2007
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IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� Monitoring Vehicle Crash Rates throughout
Lincoln is a measure of implementation

activities such as roadway safety

improvements, design factors and driver

education.

DDeeffiinniittiioonnss//  AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� The Vehicle Crash Rate is a derived measure
based upon the number of Vehicle Miles

Traveled (VMT) and actual vehicle crashes

within the City of Lincoln.

TTrreennddss//  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::

� In 1985, the City-wide crash rate was 10.59 per
million vehicle miles within Lincoln.

� In 1990, the crash rate declined to 8.59 per
million vehicle miles traveled.

� In 1995, the crash rate continued a trend of
decline and reached 7.1 per million vehicle

miles traveled.

� In 2004, the most recent year for which data is
available, the vehicle crash rate fell to 5.9

crashes per million vehicle miles traveled.

This is an average annual decline of 3.03%

per year since 1985.

� The City's Engineering Services Department
continues to make significant strides toward

improving traffic safety.  These improvements

include intersection advancements, signage,

striping, signal timing, site distance

enhancements, safety programs, driver

education, school safety programs, and so on.

Heightened vehicle safety standards at the

national level - such as anti-lock brakes and

running lights - have also contributed.

Source: City of Lincoln, Public Works,
Engineering Services
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Historic Crash Trends*
Year Total Crashes

1996 9,268

1997 9,172

1998 9,185

1999 9,112

2000 9,251

2001 9,283

2002 8,860

2003 9,400

2004 9,044

*The 2003-2004 Crash Study was published
in 2006 and is the most recent comprehensive
crash data available.
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IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� This indicator examines the spatial relationship
of public neighborhoods parks with proximity

to Lincoln homes.

� Coverage analysis identifies new and built-out
neighborhoods that lack adequate parks and

open areas.

� Parks and open areas located within walking
distance of homes provides multiple health and

quality of life benefits for residents.

DDeeffiinniittiioonnss//  AAbboouutt  tthhiiss  IInnddiiccaattoorr::

� Typical activity areas include playground
equipment, open lawn area for informal games

and activities, play court, seating and walking

paths.

� The neighborhood park service area goal is
approximately a ½ mile radius in the urban

area, generally located within the center of

each mile section.

� The 1 mile standard reflects the walking
distance most people are willing to travel to get

the nearest park.

� Each City-owned park is classified into a
"park" category for planning and service

purposes.

� Neighborhood parks may differ in size and
amenities throughout community.

� Private, Homeowners Association, or School

playgrounds not included with this data.

� Lincoln's Community and Regional Parks

not included with this data.

TTrreennddss//  OObbsseerrvvaattiioonnss::

� In 2006, 73.2 percent (76,794) of homes were
located within a ½  mile of a City

Neighborhood Park.

� About 26.8% of homes (28,116) are located
outside the ½ mile service area standard – these

homes are located throughout Lincoln’s new

and established neighborhoods.

� Some neighborhoods may have parks or open
facilities other than neighborhood parks within

a ½ mile.

� Since 2004, over 4 square miles of land have
been annexed into the City of Lincoln.  While

parks are planned in these and other new areas,

many have yet to be developed.

Source:  Lincoln Parks and Recreation
Department, analysis by Lincoln-Lancaster
County Planning Department, March 2007

IInnddiiccaattoorr  3333::    LLiinnccoollnn’’ssIInnddiiccaattoorr  3333::    LLiinnccoollnn’’ss
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BBeenncchhmmaarrkk::    AA  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhooooddBBeenncchhmmaarrkk::    AA  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd
PPaarrkk  wwiitthhiinn  11//22  MMiillee  ooff  aallllPPaarrkk  wwiitthhiinn  11//22  MMiillee  ooff  aallll

hhoommeess  iinn  LLiinnccoollnnhhoommeess  iinn  LLiinnccoollnn

Recreation

In 2006 there were over 60 neighborhood
parks throughout Lincoln.

Map Explanation

The dark areas reflect the 1/2 mile
radius around each City

neighborhood park.
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