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THE EYE

The 4 R’s of Graffiti

READ— Try to read what is
written or drawn in the graffi-
ti to help identify groups
tagging in the area
REPORT- Contact law en-
forcement and make a police
report

RECORD- Take photos of
graffiti to document and
identify groups tagging in the
area

REMOVE—Graffiti needs to

be removed as soon as pos-

CRIMEMAPPING.com
Step 1: Email Address

Enter the email address that the
email alerts will be sent to.

Step 2: Location of Interest

Enter the address or intersection
for the location that you are inter-
ested in.

Step 3: Focus
How far around your location do you
want to go with this report?

Step 4: Crime Types

Check the box next to the crime
types that you would like to be noti-
fied about.

Step 5: Sex Offenders
Yes, | want a link to state sex of-
fenders in my alert.

Step 6: Almost there!
Click the save button to finish.

With the weather getting
warmer there tends to be an
increase in graffiti vandal-
isms. The definition of graffiti
is markings, such as initials,
slogans, or drawings, written,
spray-painted, or sketched on
a sidewalk, wall of a building
or public restroom, etc. See-
ing graffiti in your neighbor-
hood could be sign of in-
creased gang activity. Don’t
make the decision about
whether something is gang
related or not before calling
the police. By making a po-
lice report if you see any sym-
bols or images spray painted
or drawn officers are able to
track and determine if they
are gang related. Graffiti is
closely associated with other
gang expressions such as
clothing and tattoos. For ex-
ample, members of gangs will
get tattoos with symbols iden-
tifying their gang affiliation or
wear clothing in their gang
colors. If you see individuals
wearing clothing that is all the
same color or a group wearing
the same colored clothing this
may be a sign of gang activity.
This can show up in head-
bands, shoelaces, or items of
clothing. Parents should take
note if their child is wearing
the same colored clothing as
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[Map and graph of graffiti vandalisms in your area since 01-01-2012]

their friends consistently.
Graffiti is usually the work of
teenagers at the direction of
older gang members. The
things to look for in your
neighborhood are small
groups or individuals walking
in your area. Usually graffiti is
done by someone who lives
close by as this is their
‘territory’. Sometimes spray
paint is carried in back packs.
Sometimes a marker or pen is

used to make the markings
which can be easily hidden on
their person. Popular places
to tag are businesses, alleys,
parks, and bike trails. Watch
the parties to determine if
they might be involved in graf-
fiti or other vandalism. Geta
good description and call the
police. As always check for
recent reports of graffiti van-
dalisms using the crime-
mapping.com website.

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES

8.52.040 Prohibited Acts.

It shall be unlawful for any person
to apply graffiti to any natural or
man-made surface on any public
or private building or structure
without authorization of the own-
er.

8.52.050 Graffiti as a Nuisance
(a)The existence of graffiti on
public or private property which is
visible from public property or
public right-of-way is in violation
of this chapter and is declared to

be a public nuisance and is sub-
ject to the removal and abate-
ment provisions specified in this
chapter.

(b) It shall be the duty of every
owner of property within the city
andwithin three miles of the cor-
porate limits of the city to keep
their property free from graffiti
that is visible to public property or
public right-of-way.

(c) Whenever it shall come to the

knowledge of the
Mayor that there
exists upon prop-
erty the nuisance
of graffiti, the
Mayor shall cause
a written notice of
violation and order |

to abate and re- % &

move said )
nuisance within  Graffiti recently left
on a bike trail

fifteen days




