Lincoln Police Department
Crime Prevention Group
575 South 10th Street
Lincoln, Nebraska 68508

THE NET

Lincoln Business Watch
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Frauds: They Affect Everyone Including YOU

: One of the job duties I have is working on the CrimeStoppers website. I have recently seen a large amount
of frauds hitting retail stores. When I did further investigation, I found frauds were targeting several businesses
¢ and people. One recent case involved a female customer walked into a large store, took a shopping cart, and placed
| several items into the cart. She walked immediately to the customer service counter and asked for a refund. The
® refund was given and later on in the day the employee recognized the items were stolen and returned for money.
¢ Another case had a woman commit a shoplift and she had a friend show up to the same store the next day with the
g items to return for money. These may be minor in nature but the lost to the business was significant. LPD has
@ been seeing calls for service where people are roaming in parking lots looking on the ground for receipts, finding
Y one they like, going inside the store, taking the items off of the shelf that match the receipt, and receiving cash.
2§ Some of you may ask, how does this affect my business? Well it does in several ways. First if someone is putting
| this much effort to make anywhere from $20 to several $100, do you think your business is exempt? The answer is
I no. Most businesses do not catch the scam or fraud until it is too late and may not file a report with the police.
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8 Counterfeit money has also made the rounds in Lincoln the past few months. In the past criminals were
¢ using larger bills such as $100 and $50, but these were getting caught by most businesses. Now LPD has seen
¢ counterfeit money in smaller bills such as $20’s and $10’s. This is unusual but there are several theories why the
“ smaller bills are being used. Several retail businesses, hotels, bars, restaurants, and other places have become
¢ victim’s to this fraud. Sometime the business will contact the police to file a report but in other cases, the money is
| deposited and the bank will contact the police to file the report. The longer it takes for the police to be contacted,
: the more time the criminal has to get away. If you question whether the money is counterfeit or not, immediately
call the police for assistance (402-441-6000 if the person is not there or 911 if the person is still there). This is a
serious felony and proving intent is the key to making an arrest. There are innocent people who get the money
from someone else, and then there are people who get it knowing it is counterfeit and try to get real money in ex-

change. o

: There are several other frauds that will be hitting Lincoln as the weather gets warmer and people are trav-
8 elling. If you need further information on scams, the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office has a link to assist and it
: is: htips./protectthegoodlife.org.nebraska.org/. 1 included some state statutes that cover theft and frauds.

| 28-511 Theft By Unlawful Taking

28-511.03 Possession of Security Device Countermeasure.

28-512 Theft By Deception

128-602 Forgery First Degree (Counterfeit money)
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Any questions contact me (Ofc. Matt Stegman #1329) at 441-6514




