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Burglaries And Thefts For Businesses—An Alarming Increase

! In 2016 the Lincoln Police Department has taken 97 burglary reports to businesses. In 2015 from January
| 1st through May 31st, Lincoln Police Department took 72 burglary reports at businesses. This is approximately
( a 35% increase from a year ago. The alarming statistic is how some of the burglaries were committed. Several
reports indicate either open doors at the businesses, including garage or front doors, and others were doors i
(k kicked in or pried on. Some of the reports indicate an alarm going off and the burglar leaving prior to the arrival @
( of the police, and others the person left without taking anything. Lincoln Police have cleared over 13% of the
€ burglaries and I know in particular there is at least a few cases that will be cleared when the suspect is found.
L Due to better video and alarms, it is easier to clear the cases compared to years past. But the majority of the
i burglaries that are not cleared have many factors that could assist the police in the case. For example, recording §
‘ serial numbers for all the office equipment and tools is helpful in locating the stolen property. Some of the stolen
L‘ items are pawned and can be traced to the person doing this in Lincoln. Pawn Shops require an ID or driver’s
@ license and a fingerprint. This has helped clear several theft and burglary cases in the past. But if the police do
¥ not have a serial number of a computer, tool, etc. it is not an easy task. Also if you have video cameras make
¥ sure they work and record. Some of the cameras may be damaged due to vandalism or storms, so check on them
 and make sure they work and the footage is stored correctly. Also a huge deterrent to burglars is “No Trespass-
Eing” or “No Loitering” signs. When someone is found on the property hanging out, loitering, or acting suspi-
B cious, it sends a message their behavior will not be tolerated. If a proper sign is posted, the city and/or county
¢ attorney find it easier to prosecute.
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£ Thefts are also an issue for alarm. In 2015 from January 1st through May 31st there were 663 reported thefts.
! In 2016 during the same time frame the number has increased to 881, which is an increase of approximately
.38%. Once again little factors such as “No Trespassing” or “No Loitering” signs posted and good video systems
( sends a message this is not tolerated in the business. Other tips can be: 1) If you encounter someone in an office
¥ or workplace that is not an employee, confront them and call the police. 2) Call the police on people that are
f checking door handles of vehicles in the parking lot. 3) If you have damage due to graffiti or vandalism report it
L to the police immediately. LPD does offer FREE training to businesses that want personal safety tips, training,
| and other information we can provide.

L 28-511. Theft By Unlawful Taking. It shall be unlawful for any person to take any removable §
| or immovable property with the INTENT to deprive someone........ .

t 9.24.190 Loitering & Trespass. It shall be unlawful for anyone to loiter about or trespass upon
| the property of another without consent of the owner or tenant thereof...

L 9.24.125 Unlawful entry Into a Motor Vehicle. It shall be

" unlawful for any person to make entry into a motor vehicle belonging to
i another without the permission of the owner or other person in lawfu
| possession thereof.

f Any questions contact me (Ofc. Matt Stegman #1329) at 441-6514



GENERAL SECURITY TIPS FORTHE SUMMER MONTHS:

¢ Keep work vehicles locked at all times, the windows rolled up, and secured.
* Keep people out of work areas that are not allowed or loitering around.

¢ Ifhiring temporary help for the summer months, make sure you get your work ID
badges and keys returned to avoid potential problems.

¢ Keep an eye on people loitering in the business or in the parking lot.
o Make sure all cameras are working and record.

¢ Due to recent workplace violence issues, train all employees on how to handle an
aggressive customers, co-workers, or any threat inside the business. LPD offers
training on workplace violence (free of charge).

CRIME TRENDS
Between January 1, 2016 thru June 1, 2016, the police department has investigated 97 commercial burglaries. Most people think
the burglaries occur at night but statistics show most occur during daylight hours, usually after the business closes or before it
opens. These burglaries are not isolated to any particular area, time of day or day of week. Below is a map of Lincoln and the
locations of the commercial burglaries specific to the team area.

NORTHWEST TEAM: 26 Burglaries

NORTHEAST TEAM: 23 Burglaries
CENTER TEAM: 16 Burglaries
SOUTHWEST TEAM: 15 Burglaries
SOUTHEAST TEAM: 16 Burglaries
UNK Location: 1 Burglary

WHEN CLOSING THE BUSINESS

o Leave cash drawers open and empty

o If you have a safe, limit the number of people who have the com-

bination.

e Make daily deposits & alter times the deposits are made.

e When you leave, lock all windows and doors.

o If you don’t have a safe, hide the money in an unexpected con-
*, tainer and place.

e Make sure your alarm is activated.

e CALL THE POLICE to report Suspicious Behavior
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