Bike Patrol 1992

Captain John Becker Sergeant Mike Siefkes

Officer Jim Ashley Officer Mark Domangue

Officer John Hartman Officer Charlie Marti Officer Goeffrey Marti




Bike cops on a roll in downtown

streets and  med
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PRGE R e oo s

Cannondale cops
control downtown

BY MWNWTHSU.‘JT
Sinlf roporier

Ly mdmtdnm‘m'a..pfeh
ing around comers or searching
the downitowm streets for crime in
progress, the bike cops are on a

nightly patrol.

“We can go down the steps, we
go through yards and peaple d:m‘l
albwatys recogniee us on bikes,” Marti

o
ng a police car
oot feed memalln-ﬁi them o be
accessible (o the

“When wﬂﬁunmlm we
fﬂq.}! like our hands are tied,” Marti

Officers Mark Domangue and  sgid

Charlie Marti are part of the Lin-
coln Police s bicyche
division. Five officers and one ser-
geant make up the unit that can be
seen riding Canndndabe mountzin
bikes throwghout the year,

“We walch people, we hide,
sometimes. we follow suspicions
Innking people for up 10 an hour,”
].'ll:IrrlauimL said, “Sure enough, (quiie
alten teey wall do something wrong.”

Marti said the officers in the
unil represented & quick responss
toa problem situation in the down-
town area. They are usually only
three o four Blocks from the inci-
dent and can reach the site Gster
than a police croizer

“Oificers in cruisers are limited
because when they drive around.
it's likoe this big neon sign that says,
thl-'mfrﬂhe palice, we're ™ Marti

The mountan bikes allow the
officers toaccomplish tasks that no
car can accomphsh, he said.

But being on & bicycle alss has
itg limitatiens, Domangue said,

He gave the example of being
oubrumn after trying Lo stop a car for
aviolation, :

“Orwhen there's something big
happening. oran officer needs help
and we can'l go becanse of the
bikes — that's when we are lim-
ﬂ.ed Marti said,

e said that the bike
Iﬁunlled by the amount a

hu::.'r_le can carry, He said thal a
camcm‘dcr. radar and fnger print:

Dhomangue wis placed on foot
patrol in 1987 when he had an
accident with 3 police cruiser. He
ix a diabetic, and the accident was
caused by an insulin reaction,
D said.

his diabetes s now under
comirol and he could get a doctor's
note: allowing him o dive & cruiser,
Dromangue said, e chooses to slay
ﬂna Iidee. i bl

a lot of enjoyment being

& in the fresh air. [ fike the
es-:en:heud the freediom,” Domaon-
e said.

Foot patrel — now known as
bike patrol — uazd 1o be a public
relations job, he <

“Belore wsaaned doing this in
1980, there might have been four
or five misdemeangrs amonth; and
that was Hnod: enough for the de-
partment,” Damangue said

Combined, he l:lfl?mrsmwwrﬂ.t
about 50 misdemeanors a month,

squipment were fems that could e said,

he hehful.h:tﬂmilhqr wiere (00
barlky

Baoth officers carmy gloves and a
headband for cold weather, bi
oculars, ticket books, an extra I:ual
tery and a lock and cable for the
bike.

Despite the limitations, Doman-
gue and Marti would prefer 1o be
patrolling from 3230 pam. to L30
am, on a hicycle than on fool.

Sumeullhallc.hatnwnmmh'
iedemesmors tnehide pablie

nation, the&od halgtass
handiing and drinking :b:nhn?m

ublic property,

ﬁam m&w harcwner recently

nwuemmummam mummummr&mmu
rush at 1 a.m. when the bars close.
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thanked him for the job the bike
Cops were doing.

Area merchants also seem 1o
appreciate the better control of
“transients and drunks,” Marti said,

I'u:u'n-l!lm!“E
know when they

mahmrttu ourtokerance ton

D‘mﬂnwesakltranmu don't
pose the biggest problem to bike
copd. Most intoxicated people that
the officers deal with are groupsof
oo drinkers.

“They dodumb and

thi
o impress other drunks, A
sail.

Marti

Many drunk e sindents —
o have dommnmmethm' g illegal
— don't know what toexpect from
the police, Marti said. Often, col-
legegped offenders will debate their
mlsdemth':dﬁ!ur ‘:;IIEH tluyﬂ;u fight or
i, W is when intg
mare iromhie. o

" don of times | feed liloe people
think we're a bunch of assholes on
@ power trip, looking for college
students,” Marti said. “That's the
furibest thing from the truth. We're
Just a group of people doing our
jobs and trying to do a good job,”



Mficer Mork Damamgue inj b with sl

Weston Cuibih s prvested ofter e i stopped for drinkingin pubic, Guick had a bench wirnent for bis arrest for Gl o during a break. Domangus has been a diabetic for 2

i court, The chisges from the warrant were Eter droppod, and Cuick was fined § 100 for the charge of consnmption in public, . Y™

Mfficer Dnnsangue's shadow is cast sleey tha £ by o mireet Ughit, Lo
Ve e wasciing 2 grvusp of trarsicnts beming Hrmy s Liquor Soore af 1644 F 51,

PHOTOS BY
SHAUN SARTIN

(Hfficers Soon Hyraim e Charlie Mast 5 wills S "
e - e "mlm._l ! mgind Siefles (shown from left o right) keep a
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1992 Bike Patrod
St Mike Sigfles, Officer Harmany, Officer TelT Marti, Captain Jaha Becker, O6Ticer Charlic Marti. Officer Mark Domangree, Dfioer Jim Ashley
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Officer Scon Byram, Officer Jefl Maris
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Officer Jim Ashley and Sergeant Mike Siefkes patrol in downtown Lincoln

Sgt. Mike Siefkes and Officer John Hartman Officer John Hartman
In apromotional photo for the LPD Annual Report At the Teachers Memorial Fountain
27 & Capitol Parkway



