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TITLE: COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO.
03003, by the Director of Planning, at the request of the
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval.

SPONSOR:  Planning Department 
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Administrative Action: 05/21/03

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (6-0: Carlson, Larson,
Duvall, Taylor, Steward and Schwinn voting ‘yes’; Bills-
Strand and Krieser absent).

FINDINGS OF FACT:  

1. The staff recommendation to approve this amendment is based upon the “Status/Description” and
“Comprehensive Plan Implications” as set forth in the staff report on p.2-3.  This plan provides the City of Lincoln
with a guide for short-term and long-term improvements to the infrastructure of the Lincoln wastewater collection
and treatment facilities required over the next 25 years.  The information contained in this plan is to be used
for general planning, identifying capital improvement projects and determining funding requirements. 

2. The Executive Summary is found on p.6-17.

3. The minutes of the Planning Commission are found on p.5.  

4. There was no testimony in opposition.

5. On May 21, 2003, the Planning Commission agreed with the staff recommendation and voted 
6-0 to recommend approval.  

FACTSHEET PREPARED BY:  Jean L. Walker DATE: June 23, 2003

REVIEWED BY:__________________________ DATE: June 23, 2003

REFERENCE NUMBER:  FS\CC\2003\CPA.03003



-2-

2003 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN ANNUAL REVIEW

Comprehensive Plan Amendment No. 03003
Lincoln Wastewater Facilities Master Plan

Applicant Location Proposal

Director of Public Works and
Utilities

City of Lincoln Amend the Comprehensive Plan
to adopt the 2003 Lincoln
Wastewater Facilities Plan

Recommendation: Approval
Amend the Lincoln-Lancaster County 2025 Comprehensive Plan to adopt the 2003 Lincoln
Wastewater Facilities Plan.

Status/Description

Since the adoption of the Lincoln-Lancaster County 2025 Comprehensive Plan in May 2002, the City’s Public
Works and Utilities Department have completed the preparation of the 2003 Lincoln Wastewater Facilities Plan.  This
plan provides the City of Lincoln with a guide for short-term and long-term improvements to the infrastructure of the
Lincoln wastewater collection and treatment facilities required over the next 25 years.  The  Facilities Plan was
developed in conjunction with the 2025 Comprehensive Plan.  The information contained in this plan is to be used for
general planning, identifying capital improvement projects, and determining funding requirements.  

The plan’s recommended improvements encompass both the collection system and the two existing treatment
facilities.  

Collection System: The Facilities Plan recommends a number of improvements to the existing wastewater
collection system.  Improvements to the existing wastewater collection system are estimated to cost $ 32.0
million.  The Lincoln wastewater collection system must also be expanded to accommodate anticipated
growth.  The Facilities Plan calls for additional trunk sewer pipelines to be built at an estimated cost of $ 82.24
million to serve the Tier I area indicated as in the 2025 Comprehensive Plan.  Improvements are identified
for the collection system serving Tier I in the following areas: 

(1) Antelope Creek; (7) Salt Creek; 
(2) Beals Slough; (8) West ‘O’ Street; 
(3) Little Salt Creek; (9) West Salt Creek; 
(4) Lynn Creek; (10) West Stevens Creek;  
(5) NE Salt Creek; (11) Deadmans Run;
(6) Oak Creek; (12) Haines Branch; and; 

(13) Middle Creek.  

The improvements involve extensions of existing trunk lines and projects  that address immediate and long
term additional capacity on existing pipelines by constructing relief sewers.  The timing of construction will
be coordinated with  that future development in the Lincoln service area and may vary from initial time lines
identified in the master plan.
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Treatment Facilities:  The Facilities Plan recommends improvements for both the Theresa Street and
Northeast Wastewater Treatment Facilities, but does not identify a need for a third wastewater treatment
facility within the Tier I planning period. The capital improvements laid out in the plan reflect changes needed
for both the additional amounts of effluent and required treatment of wastewater.  The Facilities Plan calls
for additional expansion and treatment improvements for Theresa Street at a cost of $ 90.00 million and $ 55.0
million for the Northeast Treatment Facility.   

Comprehensive Plan Implications

The basic elements of the Lincoln Wastewater System are identified on pages E 38-39 and F 77 of the 2025
Comprehensive Plan.  These sections describe the existing wastewater collection and treatment system and outlines
future improvements that were projected to meet future needs of community growth.  It is important to note, however,
that while the description of the future wastewater system is limited to this section, the system’s impact on the Plan
extends well beyond these pages. The present and future location and scope of the wastewater system is an integral
part of the growth plan and its implementation. 

Conclusion

Amend the Comprehensive Plan as follows:

1. Delete the following text from page F-77, Future Conditions - Utilities, Wastewater Services of the Plan:

“The Public Works and Utilities Department is in the process of updating the Wastewater Facility
Master Plan.  The plan will lay out the long term facilities improvement plan for the planning period,
as well as potential service extensions beyond Lincoln’s anticipated future service limits.”

and replace with the following text:

“The Public Works and Utilities Department has completed the Lincoln Wastewater Facilities Plan.
The plan is a guide for short term and long term improvements to the infrastructure of the Lincoln
Wastewater System during the planning period, as well as potential service extensions beyond
Lincoln’s anticipated future service limits.”

2. Delete the following text from page F-77, Future Conditions - Utilities, Wastewater Services of the Plan:

“Utility improvements shall be in accordance with the Wastewater Facility Master Plan and the
Comprehensive Plan. The new Master Plan (expected completion by summer 2002) will guide future
actions and serve as the basis for facilities planning and improvements.”

and replace with the following text:

“Utility improvements shall be in accordance with the Lincoln Wastewater Facilities Plan and the
Comprehensive Plan.  The Lincoln Wastewater Facilities Plan will guide future actions and serve as
the basis for facilities planning and improvements.”



-4-

3. Delete the following text from page F-155, Future Conditions - Plan Realization, On-Going Comprehensive
Plan Activities:

“•   Lincoln Wastewater Facility Plan, Public Works and Utilities Department; January 1995. Will be
superceded by 2002 Master Plan.”

and replace with the following text:

“•   Lincoln Wastewater Facilities Plan, Public Works and Utilities Department; March 2003.”
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 03003

PUBLIC HEARING BEFORE PLANNING COMMISSION: May 21, 2003

Members present: Carlson, Larson, Duvall, Taylor, Steward and Schwinn; Krieser and Bills-Strand absent.

Staff recommendation: Approval.

Proponents

1.  Steve Masters of Public Works & Utilities indicated that much of what he said about the water
facilities plan will also apply for wastewater.  They have used engineering criteria to determine what will be
needed to meet the future growth areas of the city.  Public Works has worked very closely with Planning
staff and relied upon the Comprehensive Plan as a road map as to where facilities might be located.  A
significant factor in the CIP is the need to meet stringent discharge limits for our treatment plan.  This plan
puts in motion the types of projects needed for the community to meet anticipated growth.

Steward noted reference to expansion of the two existing treatment facilities as long as we’re working
toward Tier I.  Is the implication therefore that Tier II requires perhaps a third facility?  Masters answered
in the affirmative--within the full study it does talk about the potential for a third treatment plant, possibly in
southwest Lincoln.  

Schwinn noted that the city has been working off of the wastewater facility plan from 1995, updated in 2002.
Do you think this is a proper cycle?  Are you going to keep updating a little closer to match the
Comprehensive Plan from here on out?  Masters indicated that to be the plan.  Schwinn further commented
that the Planning Commission is interested in keeping everything tied together.  

There was no testimony in opposition.

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT NO. 03003
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION: May 21, 2003

Duvall moved approval, seconded by Larson and carried 6-0: Carlson, Larson, Duvall, Taylor, Steward and
Schwinn voting ‘yes’; Krieser and Bills-Strand absent.


























