


The proposed sign at this location would be 5’ tall and 30’ long, with 38” capital 
letters.  This type of sign is allow in Haymarket based on the precedent of signs like  
 

 
the one shown above, formerly on the Huber Building directly east of the H. P. Lau 
Building.  The sign criteria indicate that “Designs consisting of individual 
illuminated letters shall be preferred to billboard-type signs” and also that “Roof 
signs are limited to identifying a building or its principal use.”  Furthermore, 
Haymarket sign guidelines instruct that in evaluating roof signs, the Commission is 
to carefully evaluate “their traditional design, appropriateness to the architectural 
design of a particular building, location in the district, and preferability (in terms of 
appropriateness) relative to other types of signs for the building in question.” 
The Lau Building is challenging for locating major horizontal signs in that its design 
does not incorporate “natural” sign locations.  Furthermore, its subtly corbelled 
cornice is a major design feature and is incompatible with a sign at the roof-edge.  
This alternative is not preferred by MacPractice.  Staff appreciates the 
responsiveness to the March discussion but concurs that this alternative is the least 
appropriate of the three. 
 
A second proposal is similar to the design reviewed in March, but places the  
gold-tone aluminum “reverse channel” letters on a metal background, painted to  

 



match the color of the dark red brick of the building.  The letters would be 
illuminated as a wash or “halo” with interior LED lights as in the March proposal.  
The aluminum background would reduce the number of mounting points necessary 
to secure the sign, compared to the original proposal of individual letters.  The text 
portion of this sign would be 17’7.5” long and the capital letters would be 24” tall. 
 
The third proposal resembles the second, but offers a different location at the south 
end of the east façade, nearer to the MacPractice entrance at the center of the block, 
as suggested by the Commission in March.  

 
 
 
The south sign is positioned within the pattern of the building’s brickwork and 
fenestration, which clusters five narrow bays between two wider bays with larger 
windows.  On this end of the building, the tops of the “framing” bays do not have the 
small windows of the corresponding bays on the north end, but the sign aligns with 
the height of that building feature.   
 
Staff recommends that the third alternative—the wall sign located at the south end 
of the east wall, meets the District requirements for design and placement of a wall 
sign for a major occupant of the building.  The location is above the ramp from the 
sidewalk to the entrance to MacPractice’s space.  The use of a metal background 
lessens the impact of installation of eleven letters, while painting the background in 
a similar hue to the brick focuses attention on the raised letters, not on the larger 
sign band. 
 
Recommended finding: The south wall sign is in keeping with the character of 
Haymarket and is appropriately located on the H. P. Lau Building. 
Recommended action: Approval of a certificate of appropriateness for the wall 
sign in the south location—(the third alternative in this report). 
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