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MEETING MINUTES 

Technical Committee Meeting 
Thursday, April 24, 2014 

1:30 p.m. 
Room 113, County/City Building 

Members Present:  Roger Figard, Randy Hoskins, Thomas Shafer, Public Works/Utilities/RTSD; 
Marvin Krout, David Cary, Planning; Pam Dingman and Doug Pillard, County Engineering; Terry 
Genrich, Parks; Gary Bergstrom, Health; Michael Davis, StarTran; Jim Wilkinson, Tom Goodbarn, 
Nebraska Department of Roads. 

Others Present:  Barb Fraser, Pedestrian and Bicycle Advisory Committee; Kaine McClelland, 
Kendall Tonjes, NDOR; Mark Lutjeharms, Schemmer; Luke Pitts, Jorge Hernandez, Karl 
Fredrickson, Parsons Brinckerhoff; Susi Filipi, Public Works; Mike Brienzo, Michele Abendroth, 
Planning. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:36 p.m.  The Nebraska Open Meetings Act was 
acknowledged. 

1. Review and action on the draft minutes of the April 10, 2014 Technical 
Committee meeting. 

Cary moved approval of the minutes of the April 10, 2014 Technical Committee meeting, 
seconded by Dingman.  The motion carried unanimously. 

2. Review and action on a recommendation regarding 2014 Self-Certification 
review that the Transportation Planning Process for the Lincoln 
Metropolitan Area complies with applicable federal laws and regulations. 
Includes briefing on the FHWA/FTA 2013 Quadrennial TMA Certification 
Review.  

Brienzo stated that each year when the MPO brings forward a Transportation Improvement 
Program (TIP), it is also required to complete an internal review to Self-Certify that the 
Transportation Planning Process for the Lincoln Metropolitan Area complies with applicable 
federal laws and regulations has a continuing, cooperative and competitive transportation 
planning process.  StarTran is in charge of the federal review activities for transit and at the FTA 
Triennial Review they received a complementary report. The JARC program has been 
incorporated into the 5307 program.  The MPO has worked with the Department of Roads to 
convert the New Freedom program to combine that with the enhanced Section 5310 program.  
During the past year, the MPO updated several key documents including the Public 
Participation Plan, the Long Range Transportation Plan, the Unified Planning Program, and the 
Transportation Improvement Program. 

Brienzo noted that the metropolitan planning area was certified by FHWA and FTA as a result of 
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the last TMA Certification Review. For the annual Self-Certification review, the NDOR and the 
MPO are to jointly review the MPO planning process for conformance to appropriate Federal 
laws and regulations.  This is an administrative process.  The recommendation is approval of the 
findings and that the metropolitan planning area is carrying out the federal regulations and 
procedures. 

Figard asked Luther if FHWA concurs with the recommendation.  Luther stated that they do. 

Krout asked if there were any comments from the public; there were none. 

Figard moved approval of the 2014 Self-Certification review, seconded by Dingman.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 

3. Review and action on the Lincoln MPO Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP) program of projects recommended through the Project 
Prioritization and Selection Process and recommending the selected 
project for programming in FY 2016-2017 of the Transportation 
Improvement Program.  

Brienzo stated that that the MPO has been charged with implementation of Transportation 
Alternatives Program (TAP) funds.  We have a committee that works with the planning 
structure for to solicit application for projects and reviews project applications with the 
established criteria.  In February, there was a call for applications.  We received one application 
this year.  It was from the City of Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department to construct the 
Beal Slough Trail project.  That project is of substantial size and would take approximately three 
years of TAP funds.  The committee recommended supporting this project and the two to three 
years of TAP funding needed.  Construction is expected to begin in FY 2016-17.  This project 
needs to be coordinated with three other projects in the TIP.  Brienzo stated that they would 
like to see this project become part of the TAP program. 

Genrich stated that this is a priority project for the Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department.   

Shafer stated that he would like to consider taking it to the State to see if we can get State 
funding.  Brienzo noted that the Department of Roads stated that we would be eligible but we 
would have to compete with other projects in the state.  They have a very technical criteria 
process, but they believe this project would fit into the criteria.  If the State would fund this 
project, they would open up the MPO TAP funds to other projects.   

Krout asked if NDOR would still consider the project for funding if the MPO approved the 
project for TAP funds.  Brienzo stated that he believes NDOR’s decision would be based on the 
criteria of the project.   

Luther asked about the TIP funding and noted that it is not shown in the TIP as it is shown as 
TAP funds.  Brienzo stated that the third year is outside the TIP.  If there is an issue, we can 
adjust that now.  Luther stated that we have to make sure that it is fiscally constrained.  Brienzo 
stated that we can show $367.7 in FY 2016-17, $367.7 in FY 2017-18, and $149 in “costs beyond 
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program”.   

Krout asked if there were any comments from the public; there were none. 

Hoskins moved approval of the Lincoln MPO Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) 
program of projects, seconded by Dingman.  The motion carried unanimously. 

4. Review and action on the proposed FY 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program.   

Brienzo stated that the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is adopted by the MPO 
every year and incorporated in the State TIP and then sent to the FHWA for review to ensure 
fiscal constraint.  With the Tech Committee recommendation, this will be forwarded to the 
Planning Commission for public hearing on May 7th. 

We have made several adjustments to this program.  He briefly reviewed the list of projects in 
each of the sections of the TIP.   

Krout asked if there were any comments from the public; there were none. 

Shafer moved to approve and forward for public hearing the FY 2015-2018 Transportation 
Improvement Program including the Beal Slough Trial project adjustments, seconded by Cary.  
The motion carried unanimously. 

5. Review and action Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) request to 
amend the Lincoln South Beltway Project within the Lincoln MPO 2040 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP).  

Brienzo stated that the Department of Roads requested to amend the Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) to identify the South Beltway as a priority project.  It is not a new 
project; it was reviewed during the development of the LRTP and is shown as an illustrative 
project in the Transportation Plan.  State funding for the project was included in the Build 
Nebraska Act and became available in 2013.  The MPO, in coordination with the City of Lincoln 
and Lancaster County, is recommending this amendment to the LRTP to show the South 
Beltway as a priority/funded project.  Funds should be available in 2020 to begin construction.  
The city has initiated a commitment to their 20% local match.  This is proposed to be forwarded 
to at the Planning Commission for public review on May 7th.  Comments will then be brought 
back to the Technical Committee who will make a recommendation to the Officials Committee.   

Cary reviewed the changes to the ‘Roadway Capital Projects’ table in the LRTP.  The table shows 
$40 million for the 20% City match and $160 million for the 80% share of NDOR’s commitment.  
In order to move forward this project, a project had to be delayed and that project is the 
Highway 2 project.  Some smaller projects move around as well, but these are the major 
changes. 

Jim Wilkinson stated that NDOR would like to see the project go forward. 

Krout asked if there were any comments from the public; there were none. 
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Figard moved to approve the amendment to the Long Range Transportation Plan to move the 
South Beltway project into a priority project, seconded by Shafer.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 

6. Other topics for discussion.  

Luther stated that FHWA and FTA released their planning emphasis areas, so we will need to 
meet those areas in the Unified Planning Work Program. 

Krout asked if there were any comments from the public on an item not on the agenda; there 
were none. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:34 p.m. 

 

** Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization Technical Committee. ** 
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