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MAYOR’S NEIGHBORHOOD ROUNDTABLE SUMMARY  

February 8, 2016  

 

Tracy Corr opened the meeting on Monday, February 8, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. in the Mayor's Conference 
Room, City/County/Building, in Lincoln, NE. 

Attendance  

Fifteen neighborhood representatives and five staff attended: 

 Tracy Corr – 40
th
 & A NA  Jeff Schwebke – Arnold Heights 

 Rifka Keilson – Country Club   Paul Johnson – East Campus CO 
 Karen Dienstbier – Eastridge NA  Pat Anderson-Sifuentez – Everett NA & NW-L 
 Myrna Coleman – Highlands NA  Scott Richert – Indian Village NA   
 Dennis Hecht – Meadowlane Area RA  Mike DeKalb – University Place CO    
 Bill Vocasek – West A NA  Fred Freytag – Witherbee NA   
 Jon Carlson – Mayor’s Office  Wynn Hjermstad – Urban Development Dept
 Adam Rhoads – Health/KLLCB  Russell Miller – Lincoln Neigh Alliance 
 Mike Renken – NeighborhoodWorks-Lincoln  Ty Barger – Public Works & Utilities 
 Kelsey Arends – Nebraskans for Civic Reform Mayor Beutler   

Welcome & Introductions 

Everyone introduced themselves.  Paul Johnson volunteered to take notes.  

Mayor’s Comments      

The upcoming Emerald Ash Borer insect invasion will destroy area ash trees. To pay for removal of 
public street trees, the City is considering issuing bonds. Currently a bond issue is being used to 
finance Storm Water work. The Mayor and City staff are considering combining the Emerald Ash 
Borer bond financing with the next Storm Water bond. Discussion was generally positive for bond 
financing, but the consensus seemed to be that a separate Emerald Ash Borer bond would be more 
transparent than a combined bond issue. 

Winter Street Operations 

Ty Barger, Maintenance Manager, Public Works & Utilities Department 

City snow removal operations have variables that include the weather forecast & manpower.  The 
newest operation improvement is the application of Brine deicer in anticipation of icy road conditions. 
One of the components of the brine solution is beet juice -- a sugary by-product of beet processing -- 
which helps the brine to stick to the streets better & last longer.  The brine does take time to prepare 
and apply to the streets. 

A prediction of one inch of snow triggers the organization of City plow teams.  Additional snow brings 
additional people and equipment from other City departments. Even higher snow amounts result in 
the addition of private contractors and equipment. The City has about 100 pieces of snow removal 
equipment. 

Emergency Snow Routes are first priority for snow removal, followed by school and bus routes. 
Typically, all of these routes are cleared within twelve hours after snowfall ends. Residential street 
snow removal is scheduled when four or more inches of snow occurs.  Residential removal is 
generally completed within 48 hours after snowfall ends.  Depending on the storm and conditions, 
complete removal may be scheduled.  Snow is pushed to the sides of the streets, blown into trucks & 
then hauled away. Crews continually move through city areas looking for problems such as icy, slick 
spots. 
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Potholes are a major challenge in Lincoln due to climate.  Moisture and constantly repeating freeze-
thaw cycle creates the potholes. The only long-term solution to potholes is street repair/rehabilitation. 

Nebraska Civic Health Summit 
Kelsey Arends, Director of Operations and Special Programs, Nebraskans for Civic Reform and Pat 
Anderson-Sifuentez, NeighborWorks Lincoln 

The first annual Nebraska Civic Health Summit will be held on Saturday, April 2, 2016 at UNL City 
Campus Student Union, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm.  The Summit is presented by Nebraskans for Civic 
Reform, NeighborWorks-Lincoln, ONE Omaha, the UNL Center for Civic Engagement, and other 
Nebraska Civic Health Partners. The agenda will include interactive speakers, asset mapping, action 
planning, and meaningful networking with other Nebraskans who are working to improve civic health 
in their communities. 

The summit is free, but registration is required as space is limited. Sign up by March 11. If interested, 

you can sign up online: http://nereform.org/nebraska-civic-health/.  Also, see Attachment 1 

Announcements 

 Open House on Long Range Transportation Plan update – Mike Brienzo, Lincoln MPO: Every 
five years, the Planning Department is required to update the Long Range Transportation Plan. 
That process will be completed in 2016 with many opportunities for public input. The public is 
invited to an Open House on February 18, 2016, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Culler Middle School, 
5201 Vine Street. For more details about the plan and the process, visit 

http://www.lincoln.ne.gov/city/plan/lrtpupdate/. Also, see Attachment 2 

 Abraham Lincoln Birthday Celebration – The City’s Abraham Lincoln Birthday Celebration will 
present eight performances of “Civil War Voices,” an award-winning musical by Lincoln attorney 
Jim Harris, at the Haymarket Theatre, February 11 through 21.  The show features new 
arrangements of familiar period songs by composer Mark Hayes. Cornhusker Bank is the 
presenting sponsor. Celebrate President Lincoln’s birthday with a free party from 5:30 to 7 p.m. 
Feb. 11, opening night. Stay after the show Feb. 12 and 19 for talk back sessions with the 
playwright and others involved in the show. For more information on the musical, visit 
www.civilwarvoices.com. For details on show times and to order tickets, visit 
http://haymarkettheatre.org. 

 North 27th District flyer – NeighborWorks-Lincoln and the North 27th Street Business & Civic 
Association have produced a flyer promoting 75 businesses and shops on the 27th Street corridor 

between O Street and Holdrege Street.  Also, see Attachment 3 

 
Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the Mayor's Neighborhood Roundtable will be March 14, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.  The 
topic is to be determined.   

Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 6:30 p.m. 

Submitted by Paul Johnson. 
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