
Living and Working in 2040

LPlan 2040 Workshop July 13, 
20102010



The Panelists

Phil Baker ‐ Labor Market Information Center 
Director, NE Workforce Development 

David Drozd ‐ Research Coordinator, UNO Center for 
Public Affairs Research (CPAR)

Dr. Arthur C. Nelson ‐ Director of the Metropolitan 
R h C U i i f U hResearch Center, University of Utah

Dr. Ernie Goss ‐ Chair and Professor of Economics at 
C i ht U i it i O hCreighton University in Omaha

Dr. Eric Thompson ‐ Director of the Bureau of 
Business Research UNLBusiness Research, UNL

2



Panelist Profiles…

Phil Baker
Phil Baker has been with Nebraska Workforce Development, Department of Labor for 
thirty‐four years.  All of this time has been in the Labor Market Information Center, of 
which eighteen years has been as the Administrator of Labor Market Information. 

Phil has a degree in business administration from UNL with a major in economics. He 
has served as the Regional representative for National Workforce Information council 
for five years and was voted “2004 Manager of the Year” for Nebraska Workforce 
Development, Department of Labor.

During his time in Labor Market Information he has developed unemployment rates, 
occupational employment and wage surveys, job vacancy surveys, labor availability 
surveys, industry and occupational projections, produced publications on various 
topics associated with the labor market as well as presentations on labor market 
topics.   
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Panelist Profiles…

David Drozd
David Drozd is the Research Coordinator and Census Data Specialist at the Center for 
Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska, Omaha. He has served in this capacity 
for 6 years, and is a specialist in data compiling and analysis. 

David has worked with the U.S. Census Bureau and its data extensively, and is widely 
quoted in the media when Census data are released. A native Nebraskan, David 
completed his higher education at UNL and knows the City of Lincoln well after 
spending nearly 10 years here. 

As an expert on the Census and population change, David is providing population and 
household projections for Lincoln and Lancaster County. 
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Panelist Profiles…

Dr. Arthur C. Nelson
Dr. Arthur C. Nelson, FAICP, is Presidential Professor of City & Metropolitan Planning 
at the University of Utah where he is also Director of the Metropolitan Research 
Center. 

For the past thirty years, Dr. Nelson has conducted pioneering research in growth 
management, public facility finance, economic development, and metropolitan 
development patterns. 

He has written more than 20 books and more than 300 other works. Prior to 
academia, Dr. Nelson managed his own West Coast consultancy in planning and 
management, and continues to provide professional planning services. 

Dr. Nelson’s current work focuses on how demographic and economic forces along 
with shifts in housing preference will reshape America’s metropolitan areas for the 
rest of this century.
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Panelist Profiles…

Dr. Ernest Goss
Dr. Goss is the MacAllister Chair in Regional Economics at Creighton University in 
Omaha, Nebraska. He has a Ph.D. in economics and is a former faculty research fellow 
at the NASA Marshall Space Flight Center.

Among his many accomplishments, Dr. Goss has published more than 80 research 
studies focusing primarily on economic forecasting and on the statistical analysis 
business and economic data. His research paper entitled, “The Internet's 
Contributions to U.S. Productivity Growth” received the National Association of 
Business Economics Edmund A. Mennis Contributed Papers Award for 2001.

His regional and national impact is continuously rewarded throughout the 9‐state Mid 
American Regions and the 3‐state Mountain region with extensive recognition and 
media coverage in newspapers and radio stations
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Panelist Profiles…

Dr. Eric Thompson
Dr. Thompson is an Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Nebraska, 
Lincoln. He is also the Director of the Bureau of Business Research. The Bureau of 
Business Research (BBR) is an applied economic and business research entity with the 
College of Business Administration at the UNL. 

Dr. Thompson’s research interests are in regional economics, local and state economic 
development and economic forecasting.  His work with BBR provides relevant 
information and insightful data on economic conditions in Nebraska, the Great Plains, 
and the nation.  BBR also provides economists with practical opportunities to conduct 
applied economic research.

Dr. Thompson is regularly published in leading economic and regional science 
journals.  He is providing economic projections for Lincoln and Lancaster County. 
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Percent of Total Occupations by Average Annual 
Growth
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Lincoln Employment 2008 - 2018 Annual Growth 
Rate - Goods Producing

M f t iManufacturing

Construction

Natural Resources and Mining

Goods-Producing

-1.50% -1.00% -0.50% 0.00% 0.50% 1.00% 1.50% 2.00%

Compound Annual 
Growth Rate

10



Lincoln Employment 2008 - 2018 Annual Growth 
Rate - Service Providing
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Lancaster County Population Projection – “Low” 
Migration Series

Table 1: Summary of Lancaster County Projection to 2040 Utilizing "Low Series" Level of Migration

Category Census 2000 2005 Proj 2010 Proj 2015 Proj 2020 Proj 2025 Proj 2030 Proj 2035 Proj 2040 Proj
Total Population 250,291 268,604 282,434 297,229 311,915 327,881 344,864 364,809 384,781
Change in Population n/a 18,313 13,830 14,795 14,686 15,966 16,983 19,945 19,972

Natural Change n/a 10,924 11,860 11,794 12,128 12,109 11,968 11,964 12,088
Births n/a 19,257 20,997 21,591 22,504 23,209 24,166 25,747 27,709
Deaths n/a 8,333 9,137 9,797 10,376 11,100 12,198 13,783 15,621

Net Migration n/a 7,389 1,970 3,001 2,558 3,857 5,015 7,981 7,884
Domestic n/a 3,470 -2,310 -1,884 -2,680 -1,747 -976 1,568 1,023
International n/a 3,919 4,280 4,885 5,238 5,604 5,991 6,413 6,861

Males 125,029 134,252 141,329 148,905 156,286 164,235 172,593 182,410 192,302
Under 5 8,445 9,485 10,356 10,685 11,138 11,481 11,958 12,787 13,763
5 to 9 8,334 8,195 9,059 9,963 10,280 10,701 11,031 11,592 12,396
10 to 14 8,150 8,328 7,914 8,806 9,685 9,978 10,390 10,805 11,352
15 to 19 10,289 10,196 10,486 10,021 11,073 12,158 12,550 13,201 13,732
20 to 24 14,623 15,044 15,380 15,813 15,135 16,843 18,500 19,229 20,180
25 to 29 10,789 12,004 12,434 12,818 13,201 12,618 14,014 15,536 16,155
30 to 34 9,475 10,306 10,545 11,024 11,377 11,675 11,174 12,530 13,884
35 to 39 9,657 8,896 8,855 9,117 9,515 9,801 10,079 9,723 10,900
40 to 44 9,657 9,447 8,684 8,719 8,977 9,355 9,635 10,006 9,651
45 to 49 8,943 9,596 9,435 8,741 8,781 9,027 9,414 9,786 10,164
50 t 54 7 357 9 034 9 520 9 436 8 750 8 779 9 035 9 509 9 89350 to 54 7,357 9,034 9,520 9,436 8,750 8,779 9,035 9,509 9,893
55 to 59 5,037 7,407 8,744 9,293 9,220 8,547 8,581 8,923 9,400
60 to 64 3,701 4,606 6,750 8,035 8,558 8,491 7,895 7,999 8,333
65 to 69 3,194 3,297 4,176 6,191 7,397 7,895 7,860 7,389 7,505
70 to 74 2,841 2,819 2,947 3,785 5,642 6,756 7,245 7,307 6,889
75 to 79 2,237 2,537 2,409 2,559 3,322 4,981 6,006 6,534 6,624
80 to 84 1,409 1,845 2,003 1,940 2,092 2,753 4,177 5,118 5,608
85+ 891 1,210 1,632 1,959 2,143 2,396 3,049 4,436 5,873

Females 125,262 134,352 141,105 148,324 155,629 163,646 172,271 182,399 192,479
Under 5 8,235 9,120 9,959 10,269 10,705 11,037 11,495 12,292 13,232
5 to 9 7,840 7,998 8,713 9,587 9,885 10,283 10,606 11,144 11,916
10 to 14 7 794 7 836 7 723 8 472 9 326 9 600 9 980 10 383 10 91610 to 14 7,794 7,836 7,723 8,472 9,326 9,600 9,980 10,383 10,916
15 to 19 10,225 9,783 9,829 9,760 10,655 11,716 12,084 12,684 13,200
20 to 24 13,432 14,971 14,757 14,940 14,817 16,252 17,874 18,554 19,429
25 to 29 9,398 11,015 12,434 12,345 12,502 12,381 13,562 15,047 15,624
30 to 34 8,539 9,011 9,756 11,057 10,981 11,090 10,990 12,161 13,474
35 to 39 9,121 8,051 7,774 8,435 9,585 9,502 9,604 9,598 10,614
40 to 44 9,484 8,972 7,900 7,690 8,334 9,458 9,378 9,569 9,563
45 to 49 9,040 9,483 9,011 7,990 7,783 8,420 9,556 9,560 9,760
50 to 54 7,440 9,196 9,475 9,071 8,049 7,830 8,473 9,705 9,709
55 to 59 5,260 7,576 8,996 9,340 8,943 7,934 7,715 8,438 9,664
60 to 64 3,946 4,892 7,025 8,401 8,734 8,351 7,426 7,287 7,982
65 to 69 3,695 3,623 4,566 6,615 7,936 8,252 7,909 7,099 6,980
70 to 74 3,600 3,420 3,386 4,316 6,271 7,529 7,845 7,604 6,839
75 to 79 3,272 3,460 3,135 3,144 4,025 5,869 7,072 7,459 7,249
80 to 84 2,392 3,015 3,041 2,797 2,827 3,641 5,353 6,533 6,920
85+ 2,549 2,930 3,625 4,095 4,271 4,501 5,349 7,282 9,408

Totals:  Under 5 16,680 18,605 20,315 20,954 21,843 22,518 23,453 25,079 26,995
5 to 9 16,174 16,193 17,772 19,550 20,165 20,984 21,637 22,736 24,312
10 to 14 15,944 16,164 15,637 17,278 19,011 19,578 20,370 21,188 22,268
15 to 19 20,514 19,979 20,315 19,781 21,728 23,874 24,634 25,885 26,932
20 to 24 28,055 30,015 30,137 30,753 29,952 33,095 36,374 37,783 39,609
25 to 29 20,187 23,019 24,868 25,163 25,703 24,999 27,576 30,583 31,779
30 to 34 18,014 19,317 20,301 22,081 22,358 22,765 22,164 24,691 27,358
35 t 39 18 778 16 947 16 629 17 552 19 100 19 303 19 683 19 321 21 51435 to 39 18,778 16,947 16,629 17,552 19,100 19,303 19,683 19,321 21,514
40 to 44 19,141 18,419 16,584 16,409 17,311 18,813 19,013 19,575 19,214
45 to 49 17,983 19,079 18,446 16,731 16,564 17,447 18,970 19,346 19,924
50 to 54 14,797 18,230 18,995 18,507 16,799 16,609 17,508 19,214 19,602
55 to 59 10,297 14,983 17,740 18,633 18,163 16,481 16,296 17,361 19,064
60 to 64 7,647 9,498 13,775 16,436 17,292 16,842 15,321 15,286 16,315
65 to 69 6,889 6,920 8,742 12,806 15,333 16,147 15,769 14,488 14,485
70 to 74 6,441 6,239 6,333 8,101 11,913 14,285 15,090 14,911 13,728
75 to 79 5,509 5,997 5,544 5,703 7,347 10,850 13,078 13,993 13,873
80 to 84 3,801 4,860 5,044 4,737 4,919 6,394 9,530 11,651 12,528
85+ 3,440 4,140 5,257 6,054 6,414 6,897 8,398 11,718 15,281 12



Lancaster County Population Projection –
“Trend” Migration Series

Table 2: Summary of Lancaster County Projection to 2040 Utilizing "Trend Series" Level of Migration

Category Census 2000 2005 Proj 2010 Proj 2015 Proj 2020 Proj 2025 Proj 2030 Proj 2035 Proj 2040 Proj
Total Population 250,291 268,604 286,955 306,711 326,864 347,088 368,844 390,838 412,697
Change in Population n/a 18,313 18,351 19,756 20,153 20,224 21,756 21,994 21,859

Natural Change n/a 10,924 12,007 11,980 12,168 12,027 11,937 11,869 11,696
Births n/a 19,257 21,198 22,039 23,028 23,803 24,990 26,762 28,747
Deaths n/a 8,333 9,191 10,059 10,860 11,776 13,053 14,893 17,051

Net Migration n/a 7,389 6,344 7,776 7,985 8,197 9,819 10,125 10,163
Domestic n/a 3,470 2,022 2,766 2,528 2,288 3,438 3,259 2,807
International n/a 3,919 4,322 5,010 5,457 5,909 6,381 6,866 7,356

Males 125,029 134,252 143,611 153,625 163,724 173,835 184,569 195,333 206,085
Under 5 8,445 9,485 10,442 10,887 11,375 11,736 12,327 13,204 14,186
5 to 9 8,334 8,195 9,204 10,202 10,638 11,056 11,409 11,979 12,832
10 to 14 8,150 8,328 8,190 9,255 10,263 10,634 11,057 11,410 11,981
15 to 19 10,289 10,196 10,442 10,308 11,597 12,758 13,262 13,814 14,255
20 to 24 14,623 15,044 14,840 15,259 15,113 17,002 18,747 19,416 20,178
25 to 29 10,789 12,004 12,323 12,252 12,610 12,415 13,951 15,383 15,944
30 to 34 9,475 10,306 11,459 11,846 11,780 12,060 11,883 13,350 14,726
35 to 39 9,657 8,896 9,681 10,838 11,204 11,081 11,350 11,182 12,566
40 to 44 9,657 9,447 8,701 9,533 10,682 10,982 10,861 11,130 10,969
45 to 49 8,943 9,596 9,398 8,714 9,548 10,651 10,953 10,835 11,107
50 t 54 7 357 9 034 9 704 9 577 8 882 9 684 10 815 11 126 11 01250 to 54 7,357 9,034 9,704 9,577 8,882 9,684 10,815 11,126 11,012
55 to 59 5,037 7,407 9,098 9,843 9,726 8,982 9,805 10,959 11,286
60 to 64 3,701 4,606 6,792 8,399 9,100 8,955 8,298 9,070 10,144
65 to 69 3,194 3,297 4,116 6,133 7,616 8,235 8,130 7,552 8,273
70 to 74 2,841 2,819 2,927 3,698 5,538 6,872 7,468 7,401 6,897
75 to 79 2,237 2,537 2,536 2,676 3,410 5,120 6,400 7,003 6,975
80 to 84 1,409 1,845 2,112 2,157 2,308 2,971 4,519 5,684 6,261
85+ 891 1,210 1,646 2,048 2,334 2,641 3,334 4,835 6,493

Females 125,262 134,352 143,344 153,086 163,140 173,253 184,275 195,505 206,612
Under 5 8,235 9,120 10,042 10,465 10,938 11,284 11,851 12,692 13,633
5 to 9 7,840 7,998 8,856 9,815 10,229 10,632 10,972 11,519 12,337
10 to 14 7 794 7 836 7 995 8 908 9 875 10 228 10 633 10 973 11 52110 to 14 7,794 7,836 7,995 8,908 9,875 10,228 10,633 10,973 11,521
15 to 19 10,225 9,783 9,798 10,047 11,170 12,283 12,760 13,288 13,714
20 to 24 13,432 14,971 14,242 14,431 14,807 16,413 18,085 18,717 19,447
25 to 29 9,398 11,015 12,328 11,809 11,954 12,193 13,507 14,879 15,408
30 to 34 8,539 9,011 10,567 11,896 11,392 11,466 11,698 12,966 14,275
35 to 39 9,121 8,051 8,502 10,025 11,297 10,756 10,829 11,046 12,243
40 to 44 9,484 8,972 7,915 8,411 9,916 11,120 10,590 10,661 10,877
45 to 49 9,040 9,483 8,975 7,967 8,471 9,926 11,139 10,610 10,681
50 to 54 7,440 9,196 9,661 9,207 8,171 8,641 10,133 11,375 10,839
55 to 59 5,260 7,576 9,358 9,896 9,434 8,339 8,822 10,354 11,625
60 to 64 3,946 4,892 7,071 8,778 9,293 8,806 7,808 8,267 9,715
65 to 69 3,695 3,623 4,506 6,558 8,165 8,615 8,183 7,260 7,697
70 to 74 3,600 3,420 3,363 4,223 6,162 7,651 8,099 7,710 6,850
75 to 79 3,272 3,460 3,308 3,287 4,144 6,038 7,536 8,006 7,646
80 to 84 2,392 3,015 3,211 3,111 3,117 3,940 5,789 7,252 7,730
85+ 2,549 2,930 3,646 4,252 4,605 4,922 5,841 7,930 10,374

Totals:  Under 5 16,680 18,605 20,484 21,352 22,313 23,020 24,178 25,896 27,819
5 to 9 16,174 16,193 18,060 20,017 20,867 21,688 22,381 23,498 25,169
10 to 14 15,944 16,164 16,185 18,163 20,138 20,862 21,690 22,383 23,502
15 to 19 20,514 19,979 20,240 20,355 22,767 25,041 26,022 27,102 27,969
20 to 24 28,055 30,015 29,082 29,690 29,920 33,415 36,832 38,133 39,625
25 to 29 20,187 23,019 24,651 24,061 24,564 24,608 27,458 30,262 31,352
30 to 34 18,014 19,317 22,026 23,742 23,172 23,526 23,581 26,316 29,001
35 t 39 18 778 16 947 18 183 20 863 22 501 21 837 22 179 22 228 24 80935 to 39 18,778 16,947 18,183 20,863 22,501 21,837 22,179 22,228 24,809
40 to 44 19,141 18,419 16,616 17,944 20,598 22,102 21,451 21,791 21,846
45 to 49 17,983 19,079 18,373 16,681 18,019 20,577 22,092 21,445 21,788
50 to 54 14,797 18,230 19,365 18,784 17,053 18,325 20,948 22,501 21,851
55 to 59 10,297 14,983 18,456 19,739 19,160 17,321 18,627 21,313 22,911
60 to 64 7,647 9,498 13,863 17,177 18,393 17,761 16,106 17,337 19,859
65 to 69 6,889 6,920 8,622 12,691 15,781 16,850 16,313 14,812 15,970
70 to 74 6,441 6,239 6,290 7,921 11,700 14,523 15,567 15,111 13,747
75 to 79 5,509 5,997 5,844 5,963 7,554 11,158 13,936 15,009 14,621
80 to 84 3,801 4,860 5,323 5,268 5,425 6,911 10,308 12,936 13,991
85+ 3,440 4,140 5,292 6,300 6,939 7,563 9,175 12,765 16,867 13



Lancaster County Population Projection – “High” 
Migration Series

Table 3: Summary of Lancaster County Projection to 2040 Utilizing "High Series" Level of Migration

Category Census 2000 2005 Proj 2010 Proj 2015 Proj 2020 Proj 2025 Proj 2030 Proj 2035 Proj 2040 Proj
Total Population 250,291 268,604 291,371 316,218 341,752 366,713 393,900 418,456 442,507
Change in Population n/a 18,313 22,767 24,847 25,534 24,961 27,187 24,556 24,051

Natural Change n/a 10,924 12,008 11,987 12,190 12,200 12,196 12,036 11,481
Births n/a 19,257 21,247 22,243 23,459 24,558 26,066 28,054 30,040
Deaths n/a 8,333 9,239 10,256 11,269 12,358 13,870 16,018 18,559

Net Migration n/a 7,389 10,759 12,860 13,344 12,761 14,991 12,520 12,570
Domestic n/a 3,470 6,396 7,725 7,669 6,543 8,206 5,176 4,687
International n/a 3,919 4,363 5,135 5,675 6,218 6,785 7,344 7,883

Males 125,029 134,252 145,840 158,388 171,259 183,797 197,226 209,173 220,899
Under 5 8,445 9,485 10,420 10,951 11,551 12,059 12,802 13,732 14,706
5 to 9 8,334 8,195 9,290 10,294 10,818 11,320 11,819 12,428 13,333
10 to 14 8,150 8,328 8,389 9,586 10,629 11,079 11,591 11,988 12,608
15 to 19 10,289 10,196 10,519 10,645 12,136 13,304 13,909 14,448 14,926
20 to 24 14,623 15,044 15,097 15,625 15,910 18,029 19,833 20,476 21,212
25 to 29 10,789 12,004 12,119 12,267 12,717 12,829 14,536 15,835 16,360
30 to 34 9,475 10,306 11,895 12,110 12,259 12,608 12,722 14,290 15,570
35 to 39 9,657 8,896 9,460 11,003 11,211 11,266 11,582 11,589 13,014
40 to 44 9,657 9,447 8,721 9,348 10,897 11,006 11,061 11,274 11,274
45 to 49 8,943 9,596 9,800 9,129 9,789 11,326 11,444 11,398 11,623
50 t 54 7 357 9 034 10 352 10 674 9 954 10 588 12 268 12 283 12 24050 to 54 7,357 9,034 10,352 10,674 9,954 10,588 12,268 12,283 12,240
55 to 59 5,037 7,407 9,550 11,042 11,399 10,554 11,250 12,914 12,948
60 to 64 3,701 4,606 6,852 8,911 10,313 10,576 9,816 10,391 11,922
65 to 69 3,194 3,297 4,043 6,090 7,950 9,161 9,424 8,686 9,218
70 to 74 2,841 2,819 2,876 3,575 5,412 7,049 8,162 8,353 7,726
75 to 79 2,237 2,537 2,641 2,740 3,430 5,193 6,822 7,885 8,111
80 to 84 1,409 1,845 2,171 2,311 2,434 3,072 4,716 6,176 7,185
85+ 891 1,210 1,645 2,087 2,450 2,778 3,469 5,027 6,923

Females 125,262 134,352 145,531 157,830 170,493 182,916 196,674 209,283 221,608
Under 5 8,235 9,120 10,019 10,528 11,104 11,589 12,308 13,200 14,135
5 to 9 7,840 7,998 8,934 9,899 10,408 10,888 11,360 11,953 12,820
10 to 14 7 794 7 836 8 188 9 223 10 219 10 657 11 153 11 519 12 12610 to 14 7,794 7,836 8,188 9,223 10,219 10,657 11,153 11,519 12,126
15 to 19 10,225 9,783 9,861 10,371 11,680 12,799 13,393 13,905 14,349
20 to 24 13,432 14,971 14,481 14,766 15,575 17,392 19,116 19,760 20,452
25 to 29 9,398 11,015 12,119 11,815 12,041 12,590 14,061 15,305 15,831
30 to 34 8,539 9,011 10,956 12,155 11,845 11,982 12,528 13,860 15,092
35 to 39 9,121 8,051 8,305 10,186 11,293 10,923 11,045 11,444 12,662
40 to 44 9,484 8,972 7,928 8,246 10,108 11,139 10,770 10,789 11,175
45 to 49 9,040 9,483 9,361 8,338 8,675 10,551 11,633 11,147 11,167
50 to 54 7,440 9,196 10,302 10,267 9,145 9,438 11,484 12,557 12,031
55 to 59 5,260 7,576 9,824 11,104 11,057 9,786 10,110 12,202 13,332
60 to 64 3,946 4,892 7,134 9,312 10,533 10,393 9,225 9,460 11,428
65 to 69 3,695 3,623 4,421 6,514 8,522 9,583 9,476 8,341 8,563
70 to 74 3,600 3,420 3,307 4,079 6,020 7,845 8,851 8,698 7,660
75 to 79 3,272 3,460 3,443 3,370 4,171 6,125 8,030 9,014 8,894
80 to 84 2,392 3,015 3,302 3,333 3,293 4,077 6,051 7,873 8,862
85+ 2,549 2,930 3,646 4,324 4,804 5,159 6,080 8,256 11,029

Totals:  Under 5 16,680 18,605 20,439 21,479 22,655 23,648 25,110 26,932 28,841
5 to 9 16,174 16,193 18,224 20,193 21,226 22,208 23,179 24,381 26,153
10 to 14 15,944 16,164 16,577 18,809 20,848 21,736 22,744 23,507 24,734
15 to 19 20,514 19,979 20,380 21,016 23,816 26,103 27,302 28,353 29,275
20 to 24 28,055 30,015 29,578 30,391 31,485 35,421 38,949 40,236 41,664
25 to 29 20,187 23,019 24,238 24,082 24,758 25,419 28,597 31,140 32,191
30 to 34 18,014 19,317 22,851 24,265 24,104 24,590 25,250 28,150 30,662
35 t 39 18 778 16 947 17 765 21 189 22 504 22 189 22 627 23 033 25 67635 to 39 18,778 16,947 17,765 21,189 22,504 22,189 22,627 23,033 25,676
40 to 44 19,141 18,419 16,649 17,594 21,005 22,145 21,831 22,063 22,449
45 to 49 17,983 19,079 19,161 17,467 18,464 21,877 23,077 22,545 22,790
50 to 54 14,797 18,230 20,654 20,941 19,099 20,026 23,752 24,840 24,271
55 to 59 10,297 14,983 19,374 22,146 22,456 20,340 21,360 25,116 26,280
60 to 64 7,647 9,498 13,986 18,223 20,846 20,969 19,041 19,851 23,350
65 to 69 6,889 6,920 8,464 12,604 16,472 18,744 18,900 17,027 17,781
70 to 74 6,441 6,239 6,183 7,654 11,432 14,894 17,013 17,051 15,386
75 to 79 5,509 5,997 6,084 6,110 7,601 11,318 14,852 16,899 17,005
80 to 84 3,801 4,860 5,473 5,644 5,727 7,149 10,767 14,049 16,047
85+ 3,440 4,140 5,291 6,411 7,254 7,937 9,549 13,283 17,952 14



Lancaster County Population Change and 
Components of Change – 1950 to 2040

Item 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 Est.
Total Population 119,742 155,272 167,972 192,884 213,641 250,291 285,000
Population change from last decade 35,530 12,700 24,912 20,757 36,650 34,709

Natural change (births - deaths) 23,303 22,379 13,901 16,950 16,753 22,987
Net migration 12,227 -9,679 11,011 3,807 19,897 11,722

Percent Change or Rate (as a % of population

Lancaster County, Nebraska

Percent Change or Rate (as a % of population 
at start of period) 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s

Percent Change of Total Population 29.7 8.2 14.8 10.8 17.2 13.9
Rate of Natural Change 19.5 14.4 8.3 8.8 7.8 9.2
Rate of Net Migration 10.2 -6.2 6.6 2.0 9.3 4.7

Projected Values from 2010 to 2040 with Decade Rates

Note: The 2010 estimated population above is based upon a typical year of growth for the 2000 to 2009 time period 
added to the estimated population for 2009.

Projected Values from 2010 to 2040 with Decade Rates

2010 Prj 2020 Prj 2030 Prj 2040 Prj
Total Population 282,434 311,915 344,864 384,781
Population change from last decade 32,143 29,481 32,949 39,917

Natural change (births - deaths) 22,784 23,922 24,077 24,052
Net migration 9,359 5,559 8,872 15,865

Rate (as a % of population at start of period)

Low Series

Rate (as a % of population at start of period)
Percent Change of Total Population 12.8 10.4 10.6 11.6
Rate of Natural Change 9.1 8.5 7.7 7.0
Rate of Net Migration 3.7 2.0 2.8 4.6

2010 Prj 2020 Prj 2030 Prj 2040 Prj
Total Population 286,955 326,864 368,844 412,697
Population change from last decade 36,664 39,909 41,980 43,853

Natural change (births - deaths) 22,931 24,148 23,964 23,565

Trend Series

Natural change (births  deaths) , , , ,
Net migration 13,733 15,761 18,016 20,288

Rate (as a % of population at start of period)
Percent Change of Total Population 14.6 13.9 12.8 11.9
Rate of Natural Change 9.2 8.4 7.3 6.4
Rate of Net Migration 5.5 5.5 5.5 5.5

2010 Prj 2020 Prj 2030 Prj 2040 Prj
High Series

j j j j
Total Population 291,371 341,752 393,900 442,507
Population change from last decade 41,080 50,381 52,148 48,607

Natural change (births - deaths) 22,932 24,177 24,396 23,517
Net migration 18,148 26,204 27,752 25,090

Rate (as a % of population at start of period)
Percent Change of Total Population 16.4 17.3 15.3 12.3
Rate of Natural Change 9.2 8.3 7.1 6.0
Rate of Net Migration 7.3 9.0 8.1 6.4

Prepared by Center for Public Affairs Research, University of Nebraska Omaha: May 2010
Sources: 1950-2000 Decennial Censuses, Estimates Program (2009 vintage), U.S. Census Bureau;
              Vital Statistics Reports, Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services 15



Projection models with Changes and Percent 
Changes – 2000 to 2040

Table 5: Comparison of Lancaster County Projection Models by Major Age Groups with Changes and Percent Changes from 2000 to 2040

Total Population 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 Change Percent Change
Low Series 250,291 268,604 282,434 297,229 311,915 327,881 344,864 364,809 384,781 134,490 53.7
Trend Series 250,291 268,604 286,955 306,711 326,864 347,088 368,844 390,838 412,697 162,406 64.9
High Series 250,291 268,604 291,371 316,218 341,752 366,713 393,900 418,456 442,507 192,216 76.8

2000 to 2040

Under Age 18 Pop. 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 Change Percent Change
Low Series 58,828 60,603 63,434 67,190 71,607 74,687 77,385 81,451 86,544 27,716 47.1
Trend Series 58,828 60,603 64,538 69,405 74,518 77,930 80,985 84,951 90,122 31,294 53.2
High Series 58,828 60,603 65,051 70,670 76,337 80,396 84,327 88,520 93,939 35,111 59.7

2000 to 2040

High Series 58,828 60,603 65,051 70,670 76,337 80,396 84,327 88,520 93,939 35,111 59.7

Age 18 to 64 Pop. 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 Change Percent Change
Low Series 165,383 179,845 188,080 192,638 194,382 198,621 205,614 216,597 228,342 62,959 38.1
Trend Series 165,383 179,845 191,046 199,163 204,947 212,153 222,560 235,254 247,379 81,996 49.6

2000 to 2040

High Series 165,383 179,845 194,825 207,125 216,929 226,275 238,492 251,627 264,397 99,014 59.9

Age 65+ Pop. 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040 Change Percent Change
Low Series 26,080 28,156 30,920 37,401 45,926 54,573 61,865 66,761 69,895 43,815 168.0
T d S i 26 080 28 156 31 371 38 143 47 399 57 005 65 299 70 633 75 196 49 116 188 3

2000 to 2040

Trend Series 26,080 28,156 31,371 38,143 47,399 57,005 65,299 70,633 75,196 49,116 188.3
High Series 26,080 28,156 31,495 38,423 48,486 60,042 71,081 78,309 84,171 58,091 222.7

16



Lancaster County Household Characteristics –
1970 to 2040

Category 1970 1980 1990 2000 2006-08 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040
Total Population 167,972 192,884 213,641 250,291 274,848 286,955 306,711 326,864 347,088 368,844 390,838 412,697

In households 156,002 180,612 202,170 238,094 259,968 271,316 290,425 309,508 327,998 347,931 368,052 387,935
In group quarters 11,970 12,272 11,471 12,197 14,880 15,639 16,286 17,356 19,090 20,913 22,786 24,762
% of total pop lation in ho seholds 92 9 93 6 94 6 95 1 94 6 94 6 94 7 94 7 94 5 94 3 94 2 94 0

Projected DataActual Historic Data

% of total population in households 92.9 93.6 94.6 95.1 94.6 94.6 94.7 94.7 94.5 94.3 94.2 94.0

Total Households 53,912 71,769 82,759 99,187 108,246 113,048 122,542 131,705 139,574 148,688 156,618 165,079
Nonfamily households 12,986 24,190 29,774 38,485 40,819 39,523 44,896 50,374 55,850 61,714 67,081 72,052
Family households 40,926 47,579 52,985 60,702 67,427 73,526 77,646 81,332 83,724 86,974 89,537 93,027

With own children under 18 21,828 23,942 26,385 30,059 34,163 36,763 38,745 40,503 41,611 43,139 44,321 45,955
% of family hholds with children < 18 53.3 50.3 49.8 49.5 50.7 50.0 49.9 49.8 49.7 49.6 49.5 49.4y

% Family households 75.9 66.3 64.0 61.2 62.3 65.0 63.4 61.8 60.0 58.5 57.2 56.4
% of all hholds with own children < 18 40.5 33.4 31.9 30.3 31.6 32.5 31.6 30.8 29.8 29.0 28.3 27.8

Persons per household (average hhold size) 2.89 2.52 2.44 2.40 2.40 2.40 2.37 2.35 2.35 2.34 2.35 2.35

Head of household/householder by age
15 t 24 7 566 10 930 8 635 11 070 9 977 10 020 10 605 11 193 12 330 13 193 13 536 14 00115 to 24 years 7,566 10,930 8,635 11,070 9,977 10,020 10,605 11,193 12,330 13,193 13,536 14,001
25 to 34 years 10,709 19,498 20,466 19,847 22,805 24,210 24,616 24,645 24,673 26,035 28,528 30,380
35 to 44 years 8,794 10,802 18,481 21,251 20,750 19,109 21,437 23,870 24,161 23,874 23,810 25,193
45 to 54 years 9,230 10,832 19,025 21,556 21,869 20,280 20,107 22,143 24,379 24,606 24,393
55 to 64 years 8,747 9,108 10,757 15,963 18,807 21,559 21,988 20,394 20,093 22,102 24,416
65 to 74 years 7,122 8,074 8,457 8,322 8,782 12,640 16,896 19,151 19,365 17,967 17,814
75 to 84 years 5 406 6 533 6 420 7 248 7 613 8 820 12 191 16 278 18 547 18 958

16,503

10,340 5 44075 to 84 years 5,406 6,533 6,420 7,248 7,613 8,820 12,191 16,278 18,547 18,958
85+ years 1,757 2,247 2,453 3,002 3,792 4,187 4,531 5,470 7,523 9,924

Household Size
1-person n/a n/a 22,770 28,831 31,603 34,553 38,744 42,832 46,874 51,395 55,176 58,570
2 or more persons n/a n/a 59,989 70,356 76,643 78,495 83,798 88,873 92,699 97,293 101,442 106,509

% 1-person households n/a n/a 27.5 29.1 29.2 30.6 31.6 32.5 33.6 34.6 35.2 35.5

10,340 5,440

Sources: 1970 Census (Characteristics of the Population - Vol. 1, part 29 - table 36, pg 133);
1980 Census (General Population Characteristics - PC80-1-B29 - Table 47, pg 139 & Table 31, pg 56);
1990 Census (General Population Characteristics - 1990 CP-1-29 - Table 57, pg 120); 2000 Census (SF 1 data, AFF Quick Tables DP-1, QT-H1, and QT-P10)
2006-2008 American Community Surveys (AFF tables DP-1, DP-2, B25007, B25009); all from the U.S. Census Bureau
Note: Projected data represent the "trend series" regarding total population. Some categories of the projected data may not sum to totals due to round-off error. 17



Projected population Change Due to Natural 
Change and Migration Using “Trend” Model

Figure 1: Projected Total Population Change with Natural Change and Net Migration 
Components in Lancaster County Trend Model: 2000 to 2040
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Projected Births, Deaths and Natural Change 
Using “Trend” Model – 2000 to 2040

Figure 2: Projected Births, Deaths, and Natural Change in Lancaster County Trend Model: 
2000 to 2040

25,000

30,000

20,000

-y
ea

r p
er

io
d

15,000

N
um

be
r i

n 
5-

5 000

10,000

5,000
2000-05 2005-10 2010-15 2015-20 2020-25 2025-30 2030-35 2035-40

Time period

Births Deaths Natural Change
19



Projected International, Net Domestic and Net 
Migration Using “Trend” Model – 2000 to 2040

Figure 3: Projected International, Net Domestic, and Total Net Migration in Lancaster County 
Trend Model: 2000 to 2040
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Comparison of the Projected Population Using 
Different Migration Series

Figure 4: Comparison of Total Population in Lancaster County Projection Models Utilizing 
Varying Levels of Migration: 2000 to 2040
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Comparison of the Projected Population  of “Age 
Under 18” Using Different Migration Series

Figure 5: Comparison of Under Age 18 Population in Lancaster County Projection Models 
Utilizing Varying Levels of Migration: 2000 to 2040
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Comparison of the Projected Population  of “Age 
18 to 64” Using Different Migration Series

Figure 6: Comparison of Age 18 to 64 Population in Lancaster County Projection Models 
Utilizing Varying Levels of Migration: 2000 to 2040
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Comparison of the Projected Population  of “Age 
65 and Above” Using Different Migration Series

Figure 7: Comparison of Age 65 and Over Population in Lancaster County Projection Models 
Utilizing Varying Levels of Migration: 2000 to 2040
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Total Population of Lancaster County – 1950 to 
2040 Using the “Trend” Model Projections

Figure 8: Total Population for Lancaster County: 1950 to 2000 Censuses and 2010 to 2040 
Projections based on Trend Model
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Total Population of “Age Under 18” – 1950 to 
2040 Using the “Trend” Model Projections 

Figure 9: Under Age 18 Population for Lancaster County: 1950 to 2000 Censuses and 2010 to 
2040 Projections based on Trend Model
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Total Population of “Age 18 to 64” – 1950 to 
2040 Using the “Trend” Model Projections 

Figure 10: Age 18 to 64 Population for Lancaster County: 1950 to 2000 Censuses and 2010 to 
2040 Projections based on Trend Model
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Total Population of “Age 65 and Above” – 1950 
to 2040 Using the “Trend” Model Projections 

Figure 11: Age 65 and Over Population for Lancaster County: 1950 to 2000 Censuses and 
2010 to 2040 Projections based on Trend Model
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Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-
Year Age Group - 1990

Figure 12: Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
1990 Census

Age Group
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Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"
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Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-
Year Age Group – 2000

Figure 13: Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
2000 Census
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Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-
Year Age Group – 2010

Figure 14: Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
2010 Projection based on Trend Model

Age Group

70 to 74

75 to 79

80 to 84

85+

g p

45 to 49

50 to 54

55 to 59

60 to 64

65 to 69 FemaleMale

25 to 29

30 to 34

35 to 39

40 to 44

45 to 49

Under 5

5 to 9

10 to 14

15 to 19

20 to 24

7.0 6.0 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0

Under 5

Percent of Total Population
Source: Population Projections Completed by CPAR at 
UNO

Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
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Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-
Year Age Group – 2020

Figure 15: Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
2020 Projection based on Trend Model
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Green lines depict the depression cohort; red checker shows the "baby boom"; 
pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"

32



Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-
Year Age Group – 2030

Figure 16: Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
2030 Projection based on Trend Model
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Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-
Year Age Group – 2040

Figure 17: Lancaster County Population by Sex and Five-Year Age Group:
2040 Projection based on Trend Model

Age Group

70 to 74

75 to 79

80 to 84

85+

F lM l

g p

45 to 49

50 to 54

55 to 59

60 to 64

65 to 69 FemaleMale

20 t 24

25 to 29

30 to 34

35 to 39

40 to 44

Under 5

5 to 9

10 to 14

15 to 19

20 to 24

7.0 6.0 5.0 4.0 3.0 2.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.0 6.0 7.0
Percent of Total Population

Source: Population Projections Completed by CPAR at 
UNO

Red checker shows the "baby boom"; pink represents the "baby boom echo"; pink 
crosshatch shows the "3rd wave"; pink dashes show the 4th birth wave

34



Population in Households and Group Quarters –
2010 to 2040 based on Trend Model

Figure 18: Comparison of the Population in Households and Group Quarters: 
Lancaster County Projections from 2010 - 2040 based on Trend Model
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Family and Non-Family Households – 2010 to 
2040 Based on Trend Model

Figure 19: Comparison of the Number of Total Households and Family Versus Nonfamily 
Households: Lancaster County Projections from 2010 - 2040
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Age of Householders (below age 54) – 2010 to 
2040 Based on Trend Model

Figure 20: Number of Lancaster County Households by Age of the Householder:
2010 - 2040 Projections for Younger Age Groups
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Age of Householders (above age 54) – 2010 to 
2040 Based on Trend Model

Figure 21: Number of Lancaster County Households by Age of the Householder: 
2010 - 2040 Projections for Older Age Groups
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Percent of Single-Person Households – 1990 to 
2040 based on Trend Model

Figure 22: Percentage of Households that are 1-Person Households: Historic Data and 2010 
to 2040 Projections based on Trend Model

35.2 35.5
34.6

33 6
35.0

40.0

27 5

30.6
31.6

32.5
33.6

29.229.130.0

so
n 

H
ou

se
ho

ld
s

27.5

25.0

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
of

 1
-P

er
s

20.0

Pe

15.0
1990 2000 2006-08 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040

Time PeriodSources: 1990 and 2000 Censuses, 2006-2008 American Community Survey, U.S. 
Census Bureau; Population Projections completed by CPAR at UNO, May 2010

39



Lancaster County Population Change by Decade 
-1910 to 2009

Figure 23: Lancaster County Population Change by Decade: 1910 to 2009
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Natural Change Rates for Lancaster County –
1950 to 2010

Figure 24: Natural Change Rates for Lancaster County: 1950 to 2010
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Net Migration Rates for Lancaster County – 1950 
to 2010

Figure 25: Net Migration Rates for Lancaster County: 1950 to 2010
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Lancaster County Population and Population 
Change – 1969 to 2009

Figure 26: Lancaster County Population and Population Change, 1969-2009
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Components of Population Change – 1970 to 
2008

Figure 27: Lancaster County Components of Population Change, 1970-2008
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Births, Deaths and Natural Change in Lancaster 
County - 1946 to 2008

Figure 28: Lancaster County Births, Deaths, and Natural Change: 1946-2008
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The Regional Economy: Survey of Purchasing 
Managers& Business Leaders

A Partnership Among Creighton, and 
State Supply Managers AssociationsState Supply Managers Associations
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U.S. & Mid-America PMIs, 2007-10
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U.S. & Mid-America Price Indices, 2003-10
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Population and Employment Trends

Lancaster County’s population will age
 Slower population growth

 Will “80” be the new “60”?

Job growth in the service economyJob growth in the service economy
 Jobs near people

 The home office The home office

 Rising skill and income
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Population Growth Rate By Decade

Average Annual Population Growth Rate Lancaster County
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Population Growth Rate By Age Group

Average Annual Population Growth Rate By Age Group 
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Job Growth Rate By Industry

Employment Growth Rate By Industry Lancaster County
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