
 

DIRECTORS’ MEETING
MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2008

11:00 a.m.
COUNTY/CITY BUILDING
CONFERENCE ROOM 113

I. MAYOR 
*1. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  Mayor Encourages Residents to Observe 25th Annual

“National Night Out”.
*2. NEWS RELEASE - RE:  South 56th Street to Close for Resurfacing (Council received

on 08/04/08)
*3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Cheney Elevated Reservoir Nearing Completion.
*4. Washington Report - August 1, 2008. 
  5. State Water Test Report.
  6. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Pleased With Council Budget Cooperation. 
  7. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Public Invited To Dedication of Hamann Rose Garden.
  8. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler will announce his action on the Lincoln

Electric System’s proposed 10.1% rate increase at a news conference TODAY
Thursday, August 14th at 10:30 a.m. in the Mayor’s Conference Room. (E-Mailed to
Council on 08/14/08)

  9. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: News Conference Postponed - Today’s news conference
on the LES proposed rate increase has been postponed until tomorrow.  (E-Mailed to
Council on 08/14/08)    

II. DIRECTORS

COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION
1. Letter from David J. Shively, Election Commissioner to Don Tilley - RE: The Instant

Runoff Voting or Ranked Choice Voting (IRV or RCV) and the possibility of changing
the method that the City of Lincoln uses in electing it officials. 

FINANCE/CITY TREASURER
*1. Cash Letter for the month of June 2008 - RE: Monthly City Cash Report and Pledged

Collateral Statement.  

LIBRARY
*1. E-Mail Information from Carol J. Connor, Director - RE: Public Service Schedule

Proposed for FY 2008-2009.   

PUBLIC WORKS & UTILITIES 
1. Letter from Allen Lee to Property Owners/Residents - RE: L-3732 and L-3734 -

Elkcrest Drive East and West of 56th Street - Change of Parking.
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WEED CONTROL AUTHORITY
*1. Combined Weed Program - City of Lincoln - July 2008 Monthly Report. 

III. CITY CLERK

IV. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE  

JON CAMP
*1. E-Mail from Glenda Dietrich Moore - RE: StarTran Bus Service. 

 
*2. Response E-Mail to Maurice Baker - RE:  Keeping the Safe Neighborhoods Program

in budget.   

JONATHAN COOK
*1. Letter from George E. Wolf - RE:  Opposing any decrease in funding to the Stronger,

Safer Neighborhoods program.   

*2. Request to Public Works & Utilities Department - RE: Water and Gas service flagged
- RFI#134-08/07/08. - - - 1.)  Response from Randy Hoskins, Assistant City
Engineer, Public Works & Utilities Department received on RFI#134-08/08/08.

ROBIN ESCHLIMAN
*1. Letter from Joan Ogren - RE:  Train whistles continually through the night, consider

an overpass for Saltillo Road as opposed to a Quiet zone. 

DAN MARVIN
*1. E-Mail & Attached Letter from Paula Rhian, President, Everett Neighborhood

Association - RE: In support of program funding and services to the neighborhood.    

V. MISCELLANEOUS

*1. E-Mail from Jim Brandle - RE:  Extremely disappointed in cuts to the CLC
(Community Learning Centers), with email received from Mayor Beutler encouraging
input.

*2. E-Mail from Sue Samson - RE:  Parks budget cuts. 



 -3-

*3. E-Mail from Wayne Boles - RE:  Urging support of the investment in the Stronger
Safer Neighborhoods initiatives.     

*4. E-Mail from Wilbur Dasenbrock - RE:  In budget consider health and human services
in community, and stop deterioration of city landscapes and park plantings.  

*5. E-Mail from Tobias Pace - RE:  Cutting Bennett Martin library hours not the best
solution. 

*6. E-Mail from Zach Garfield - RE:  Need more investment into the bus system.

*7. E-Mail from Christine Muller - RE:  Proposed bus hours makes it impossible to visit
the library for people working non-traditional hours. 

*8. E-Mail & Attached Photos from Scott Bailey - RE: Volleyball court at Playmakers,
640 West Van Dorn Street. 

*9. E-Mail from Ruth Chantry, Raymond, NE - RE:  Thanks for considering opening
Eiseley Library at noon on Sundays.

       *10. E-Mail from E. Wayne Boles - RE:  Congratulate the Mayor on forwarding balanced
budget, work with him to maintain this level of fiscal responsibility. 

       *11. E-Mail from Mary Roseberry-Brown - RE:  Dismayed on reading proposed cut back
of the Bennett Martin Library hours.        

       *12. Letter & Attachments from Marian L. Malone - RE: Cutting mid-day StarTran service
and cutting the library hours are not an answer for the budget. 

       *13. Letter from Ron Davis - RE: Incident of two firemen taking narcotic pain medication. 

       *14. Letter from Richard A. Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association - 
RE:  Continue to support the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods Project. 

       *15. Letter from George E. Wolf - RE:  Oppose any funding decrease to the Stronger,
Safer Neighborhoods program. 

       *16. Letter from Gloria Pedersen - RE:  Listing reasons why funding should not be cut to
the Easterday Program.

       *17. E-Mail from Lois Poppe - RE:  Opposed to proposed bus changes with examples of
people who want to, and need to, ride the bus between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
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       *18. E-Mail & Attachment from Karen Hand, Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Chair - 
RE:  Urging No Cuts to the Parks and Recreation budget.

      
       *19. E-Mail from Shirley Anderson - RE: Opposed to alcohol in our parks.

       *20. E-Mail from Wilma J. Williams - RE: The City Budget.

       *21. E-Mail from Mike Tilson - RE: The StarTran bus cuts. 

       *22. E-Mail from Kendall R. Nelson - RE: The buses and Handi Van cuts.

       *23. Letter from Richard A. Noyes, President, Downtown Neighborhood Association - 
RE: - The proposed City Council budget is draconian, lacks consideration for many
downtown residents, and does not address the pressing needs of this growing
community.

       *24. Letter from Jean Ford - RE: Mayor Beutler’s proposal to eliminate StarTran bus
routes and time frames of bus runs. 

       *25. Letter from William R. Davenport - RE: The City budget cuts - Libraries.

       *26. E-Mail from Edith Meints - RE: Lincoln Budget-encourages you to maintain a
substantial budget for City Parks & Rec.

       *27. E-Mail & Attached Letter from Susan Epps, American Red Cross Cornhusker
Regional Chapter - RE: Save the Safer Neighborhoods program.

       *28. E-Mail from Brian Corr - RE: Save the Stronger, Safer Neighborhoods program.

       *29. E-Mail from Janis L. Johnson - RE: Meadow Heights pool. 

       *30. E-Mail from James R. Newell - RE:  Bennett Martin Library services.

       *31. E-Mail from Beatty Brasch, Center for People in Need - RE: The Ride For Five Bus
Proposal.

       *32. 2 E-Mails from Amy Hanson - RE:  Ride for Five.    

       *33. E-Mail from Betsy Bergman - RE: StarTran proposals.

       *34. Letter from Nancy M. Russell - RE: The current rule to deliver the patient to the
nearest hospital regardless of patient preferences will be amended to patient choice.
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      *35. Letter from Don Nelson - RE: Please leave the Bennett Martin Library like it is.

       *36. Material - RE: Voting Machines.  

       *37. E-Mail from Mary Pipher - RE: Bus service.  

       *38. 131 Post Cards - RE: ‘Leave My Bus Alone’.

39. Letter & Material from Mark A. Hunzeker, Attorney - RE: Acquisition of private
property for storm water detention pursuant to the dead Man’s Run Master Plan.   

40. E-Mail from Lorenz & Mary Ann Niemeyer - RE: Please vote against the rate hike
proposed by LES, what LES wants is ridiculous.  

41. Letter from Yvette Sanchez - RE: Please do not cut out mid-day buses.

42. E-Mail from Julie Shaw - RE: Thank you for saving the Easterday Program and
keeping it at the same building for the rest of the year.  

43. E-Mail from Barbara Kucera - RE: Thank-you, for voting to save Meadow Heights
Pool!

44. E-Mail from Jill Jensen - RE: Hickman horse.
               

VI.  ADJOURNMENT

*HELD OVER FROM AUGUST 11, 2008.

da081808/tjg

















MAYOR PLEASED WITH COUNCIL BUDGET COOPERATION 

Mayor Chris Beutler issued the following statement about this morning’s City Council votes on changes to the 
City budget:

“With today’s Council actions, the 2008-2009 budget is nearly complete.  It’s a budget of which Lincoln 
residents can be proud.  It reflects a community-wide spirit of cooperation and City Hall’s commitment to 
new ways of doing business, while still protecting Lincoln’s quality of life. 
City government has embraced a new dedication to budgeting for measurable results, rather than fighting to 
protect turf.  We’ve reorganized and found the efficiencies that allowed us to cut nearly 115 jobs in a little 
over a year, making City government smaller and more efficient. 

“The public was involved early on as part of our Priority Lincoln process.  Citizen input continued, and the 
budget adopted reflects their priorities.  My administration and the Council worked together to find 
compromises.  We maintained StarTran service and library hours and kept our swimming pools open.  I look 
forward to continued cooperation with Council as we finalize the Fast Forward Economic Development Trust 
Fund and the Homeowner Stimulus package.  I congratulate and thank my City Council colleagues on a job 
well done.” 

A summary of the Council’s votes will be posted on the City Web site, lincoln.ne.gov, later today.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 13, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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PUBLIC INVITED TO DEDICATION OF
HAMANN ROSE GARDEN

Mayor Chris Beutler invites the public to the dedication of Hamann Rose Garden at 4 p.m. Sunday, August 17 
at Antelope Park, near 27th and “B” streets.  The renovated garden is named in honor of Don Hamann, who 
made a large contribution to the fund-raising campaign for the garden.  Public parking is available at the 
Lincoln Children’s Zoo, and the event will be held rain or shine.

Renovation of the garden began in the fall of 2006.  The new garden includes both a formal display garden of 
cutting roses and a strolling garden displaying hardy landscape roses with perennials and ornamental grasses.  
The garden features more than 1,500 roses, updated  furnishings and ornamental lighting, a new fountain, 
original sculptures and a new pavilion at the south entrance.  Tours of the informal strolling garden, the formal 
display garden and the Sunken Gardens will follow the dedication ceremony. 

The garden was originally named “Goebel’s Rose Garden” after Fred Goebel, the first Parks floriculturist and 
original designer of Sunken Gardens.  In 1945, roses were planted and observed under different conditions to 
determine their ability to survive our climate.  At that time, the garden was renamed “Municipal Rose Garden.” 
After a 1972 renovation and the addition of the Woods Park Rose Garden in the mid 1990s, the garden was 
renamed “Antelope Park Rose Garden.”

The Lincoln Parks Foundation in cooperation with the Lincoln Rose Society raised more than $350,000 for the 
project, which included funding from the Lincoln Cares voluntary donation program.  Donations are still being 
accepted, and those wanting additional information can contact the Lincoln Parks Foundation at 441-8258.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 13, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Mark Canney, Parks and Recreation, 441-8248
J.J. Yost, Parks and Recreation, 441-8255















Randy W Hoskins/Notes

08/08/2008 03:05 PM

To CouncilPacket@lincoln.ne.gov

cc Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, Greg S 
MacLean/Notes@Notes, Roger A Figard/Notes@Notes, 
Melissa M Ramos-Lammli/Notes@Notes, Greg R 

bcc

Subject Re: Fw: JCookRFI#134

We are unaware of any additional work needing to be done at this location and we will have the signs 
down today.  We will also contact Aquila and remind them that they need to ensure that their crews and 
their contractors take down the signs when they finish their work.

Randy Hoskins, P.E.
Assistant City Engineer
City of Lincoln, NE

Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes

Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes 

08/08/2008 02:37 PM To Randy W Hoskins/Notes@Notes

cc

Subject Fw: JCookRFI#134

Karen Sieckmeyer
Executive Secretary
Public Works Department
555 South 10th
402-441-7566
sieckmeyer@lincoln.ne.gov
----- Forwarded by Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes on 08/08/2008 02:37 PM -----

Tammy J Grammer/Notes 

08/07/2008 03:43 PM To Greg S MacLean/Notes@Notes

cc Karen K Sieckmeyer/Notes@Notes, campjon@aol.com, 
jcookcc@aol.com, robine@neb.rr.com, ksvoboda@alltel.net, 
dmarvin@neb.rr.com, dougemerypm@aol.com, 
jspatz@johnspatz.com, jspatz@nasbonline.org, 
Mayor/Notes@Notes, Rick Hoppe/Notes@Notes, Trish A 
Owen/Notes@Notes, Linda K Quenzer/Notes@Notes

Subject JCookRFI#134

From: Jonathan Cook - RFI#134

To: Public Works & Utilities Dept.

Please find Request For Information #134 from Jonathan Cook.  If you will send your response to the 
Council Office at CouncilPacket@lincoln.ne.gov, in a pdf format, I will distribute your response in the 
usual manner on the Directors' Agenda.  The Subject line need only read JCookRFI#134. 



Would you please respond to the attached Letter from Audrey Greve and send a copy of the response to 
the Council Office.  Also, attached are pictures.  (See Attachments)

  

Thanks,

Tammy Grammer
City Council 
441-6867

  

****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.

****************************
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message, including any attachments, is
for the sole use of the intended recipient(s) and may contain confidential and privileged
information.  Any unauthorized review, use, disclosure or distribution is prohibited.  If you are not
the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail and destroy all copies of the
original message.







<robine@neb.rr.com> 

08/12/2008 04:54 PM

To <tbogenreif@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject E-mail regarding prison trustees

Please post Thursday night
Return-Path: <bones68516@yahoo.com>
Received: from hrndva-mxlb.mail.rr.com ([10.128.255.4])          by 
hrndva-imta15.mail.rr.com with ESMTP          id 
<20080812210130.ZSTL14085.hrndva-imta15.mail.rr.com@hrndva-mxlb.mail.rr.com>          
for <robine@neb.rr.com>; Tue, 12 Aug 2008 21:01:30 +0000
X-IronPort: hrndva-mx01.mail.rr.com 923135729
X-RR-Connecting-IP: 66.196.97.99
Received: from web56910.mail.re3.yahoo.com ([66.196.97.99])  by 
hrndva-mxlb.mail.rr.com with SMTP; 12 Aug 2008 21:01:30 +0000
Received: (qmail 59043 invoked by uid 60001); 12 Aug 2008 21:01:29 -0000
DomainKey-Signature: a=rsa-sha1; q=dns; c=nofws;  s=s1024; d=yahoo.com;  
h=Received:X-Mailer:Date:From:Reply-To:Subject:To:In-Reply-To:MIME-Version:Con
tent-Type:Message-ID;  
b=4Lt1v0jk96J+UaDUZ9sGjuGAdnYMyut6eMjrzqf9MiadnOmp3KTVoQZsf3xpva8dMpYbuuvtFGqS
uiBxhwLNWwjXDVUZISIH6SQz372fWWfMmiGkrZf2B10jGCbJM0AHD5LY9LuSbVlfKOI+p18aqqxyq0
/ZU3TEG7sAyJjoB5o=;
Received: from [76.84.78.207] by web56910.mail.re3.yahoo.com via HTTP; Tue, 12 
Aug 2008 14:01:29 PDT
X-Mailer: YahooMailWebService/0.7.218
Date: Tue, 12 Aug 2008 14:01:29 -0700 (PDT)
From: Michelle Schwab <bones68516@yahoo.com>
Reply-To: bones68516@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: Please mow secrest fields
To: Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>
In-Reply-To: <054c01c8fc9c$963ff210$0901a8c0@Gateway>
MIME-Version: 1.0
Message-ID: <28338.57534.qm@web56910.mail.re3.yahoo.com>
Content-Type: multipart/alternative; boundary="0-1334856396-1218574889=:57534"

Hey,
 
Thats a great idea!!! They should be doing hard labor anyway (sunup to sundown), other than 
sitting back relaxing and enjoying cable and the gym.  I am all for that.  These people must be 
the non dangerous ones, right. non-violent crimes and such? These people in the prison system 
could also get experience when doing maintence like this. 
WOW creative is right. Way to go!!!
Michelle Schwab (I will vote for this one)
[IMAGE]

-- On Tue, 8/12/08, Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>  wrote:
From: Robin Eschliman <robine@neb.rr.com>
Subject: Re: Please mow secrest fields
To: bones68516@yahoo.com
Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 11:58 AM

You probably aren't going to like this, but we might even use prison trustees (yes, when budgets get tough you get 



REALLY creative)  http://journalstar.com/articles/2008/08/12/opinion/editorial/doc489cdcd1eacd5490541941.txt
Robin Eschliman
City Council
 
From: Michelle Schwab 
To: reschliman@lincoln.ne.gov 
Sent: Monday, August 11, 2008 10:32 PM
Subject: Please mow secrest fields
To whom this may concern,
Instead of thinking about how much it will cost for the maintenance on these areas. (Secrest 
Field and surrounding area). How about finding or advertising for someone to bid in for the 
maintence and maybe you could get someone to do it cheeper.  I know my husband and I were 
looking into starting and lawncare/landscaping business, what better way to get advertisement.  
We could do this for a cheeper cost because we wouldn't be paying wages, we would just do 
this ourselves.  Just give other people a try. 
 
Thanks for you time 

Michelle Schwab[IMAGE]













<LorenzMary@aol.com> 

08/12/2008 11:02 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject (no subject)

I am not sure who  the representative is in our district but  am urging he or she to vote against the rate hike proposed 
by Lincoln Electric  System.  I can understand a rate hike but what LES wants is  ridiculous.  Let LES do what the 
rest of us is having to do these days, cut  expenses SOMEHOW somewhere! 
 
Lorenz and Mary Ann Niemeyer
4811 Elk Ridge Rd.
Lincoln, NE 68516
 
 

Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? Read reviews on AOL Autos.











Julie Shaw 
<jshaw@leagueofhumandignit
y.com> 

08/13/2008 01:37 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Easterday Program

Thank you for saving the Easterday program and  keeping it at the same building for the rest of the year.  The 
program  participants will be so glad to continue on there.  I appreciate your  attentiveness to this important issue.
 
Julie Shaw



"kuceralinc@juno.com" 
<kuceralinc@juno.com> 

08/14/2008 12:08 PM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Thank you

Dear City Council members,

I would like to thank all of you for voting to save Meadow Heights Pool! You have definitely 
made our neighborhood feel as though we do matter.

((((((((((HUGS)))))))))) from our neighborhood children.

 

Barbara Kucera



JILL JENSEN 
<jill.jensen@noaa.gov> 

08/14/2008 09:48 AM

To <council@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Peter Rabbit

I was disappointed to see that the council intends to enforce the
livestock law in this particular situation.  I do not believe the intent
of the law was to remove an old gelding from a pasture he was born in
before the law was even created.  Please allow the old guy an exception
by using a Grandfather clause.  Your going to turn yourselves into the
public scrooges and a old gelding into a hero.  If the horse dies in
transit you'll be perceived as even worse.

Thank you so much for your time,
Jill Jensen



 ADDENDUM 
TO 

DIRECTORS’ AGENDA
MONDAY, AUGUST 18, 2008     

I. MAYOR - 

1. NEWS ADVISORY - RE: Mayor Beutler will discuss developments regarding
the LES’s proposed rate increase at a News Conference on Friday, August 15th at
10:00 a.m.

2. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Promotes School Safety. 

3. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Public Invited To West Haymarket Discussions.
 
 4. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Supports 9.1% Limit To LES Rate Increase. 

5. NEWS RELEASE - RE: Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule Week of August 16
through August 22, 2008 - Schedule subject to change. 

II. CITY CLERK - None 

III. CORRESPONDENCE - 

A. COUNCIL REQUESTS/CORRESPONDENCE - 

JON CAMP - 
1. E-Mail from Steve Medill - RE: Housing Stimulus Proposal.

B. DIRECTORS AND DEPARTMENT HEADS - None

C. MISCELLANEOUS -

1. Letter from Alan M. Wood, Attorney - RE: Items #18, #19, & #20 on the Council
Agenda for 08/18/08 - Commercial Development at 84th & Havelock - Bill Nos.
08-89, 08-90, 08R-161.   

2. E-Mail from Tadd Delozier - RE: Say NO to another LES rate hike.  

3. E-Mail from Jodi Delozier - RE: DO NOT approve the 9.1% LES rate increase.   

daadd081808/tjg  



OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

DATE:  August 14,  2008     
FOR MORE INFORMATION:  Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831    

Mayor Chris Beutler will discuss developments regarding the Lincoln Electric System’s
proposed rate increase at a news conference at 10 a.m.  Friday, August 15 in room 113
of the County-City Building, 555 South 10th Street.

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN



MAYOR PROMOTES SCHOOL SAFETY

“These two efforts are very important in reminding people that we all have a role to play in getting children to 
and from school safely,” Beutler said.  “Families with students need to stress safety with their children, and all 
of us who drive our streets need to use extra caution this time of the year, especially in school zones.”

Voluntary one-way pick-up and drop-off driving plans and recommended walking routes are available from 
school principals; the LPS Web site at lps.org; and the City Web site at lincoln.ne.gov (keyword: schools).  If a 
plan has not been developed for your school, please contact the principal.

Pedestrians are encouraged to walk, not run, when crossing streets.  Motorists are encouraged to pay attention to 
the signage in school areas.  (A list follows this release).

Residents also are reminded the UNL students will begin moving into the dormitories August 21. Some students 
and their families are not familiar with Lincoln, so traffic delay may increase in the main campus area.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN

- more -

Shane Dostal or Scott Opfer, Public Works, 441-7711
Sergeant Dan Schmidt, Police Department, 441-6587

With school beginning Wednesday, August 20, Mayor Chris Beutler today promoted two efforts aimed at getting
students to and from school safely:

LPS and the City’s Public Works and Utilities Department and Police Department (LPD) are sponsoring
the annual “Safe Walk and Safe Ride to School Night” from 6 to 7 p.m. Monday, August 18.  All 25 mph
school speed zones will be in operation.  (Some schools will have the “Safe Ride” event with school buses
on Tuesday, August 19.)

LPD will conduct its two-week “back to school” traffic enforcement project beginning Wednesday,
August 20.  Additional officers will be posted around schools to promote traffic and pedestrian safety.



School Safety
August 14, 2008
Page Two

LPD has a “no tolerance” policy for enforcing the 25 mph school speed zones, and fines are doubled for
speeding in these zones.  The fines (not including court costs) for speeding in a 25 mph school speed zone are:

$20 for traveling 1 to 5 mph over the speed limit

$50 for traveling 6 to 10 mph over the speed limit

$150 for traveling 11 to 15 mph over the speed limit

$250 for traveling 16 to 20 mph over the speed limit

$400 for traveling 21 mph or more over the speed limit

- 30 -

SCHOOL AREA SIGNAGE

No Parking 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School Days Loading Zone
These signs are installed in areas designated for picking up and dropping off students.  Drivers can legally park 
in these areas for 10 minutes as long as they remain in their vehicles.

No Parking 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School Days Bus Zone
These signs are installed in areas designated for school bus loading and unloading.  Drivers should avoid using 
these areas when they are picking up or dropping off students.

No Stopping Anytime
These signs are installed in areas for safety reasons, and drivers should not stop in these areas to pick up or 
drop off students.

No Stopping 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. School Days or No Stopping 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. School Days
These signs are similar to the “No Stopping Anytime” signs except that they are only in effect during the times 
stated.

Authorized School Crossing
These signs are installed at locations where drivers should expect to see concentrations of children crossing the 
street.  Crossings adjacent to schools also usually have “No Stopping Anytime” signs nearby to allow drivers to 
better see the children approaching or standing at the curb.



PUBLIC INVITED TO WEST HAYMARKET DISCUSSIONS

Mayor Chris Beutler invites the public to two presentations next week by the Mayors’ Institute on City Design 
(MICD), which is studying the proposed West Haymarket development.  The Mayor presented the West 
Haymarket plans at a national conference in October 2007.  The MICD then selected Lincoln as one of only 
four communities across the nation to participate in its follow-up program.  

“As we prepare the plans for the potential West Haymarket area and conference center, it is important to hear as 
may ideas and viewpoints as we can,” Beutler said.  “The Institute members who are visiting are all experts in 
this area, and we are very fortunate to have them in our community to offer their views on the latest conceptual 
site plans.” 

The first public event, “Views From the Field: National Design Experts Present Best Practices in Sustainable 
Development,” will begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday, August 19 at the Lincoln Station in the Haymarket.  The MICD 
members will discuss how communities can address contemporary urban design challenges. 

The second event specifically with the Lincoln project.  “West Haymarket Conceptual Plans:  A Perspective 
from the Mayors’ Institute’s Design Professionals” will begin at 1 p.m. Wednesday, August 20 in the Council 
Chambers at the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th.  

The visiting MICD members are Maurice Cox, Director of Design for the National Endowment for the Arts; 
Ray S. “Rip” Farris III, a real estate developer and urban designer; Charnelle Hicks, founder of a firm 
specializing in land use and environmental justice and planning; and Paul Okamoto, an expert in sustainable 
design.. 

The MICD is a partnership of the U.S. Conference of Mayors, the National Endowment for the Arts and the 
American Architectural Foundation.   The Institute was founded in 1985 as a way to help mayors find solutions 
to critical urban design challenges facing their cities.  The MICD is covering most of the expenses for the 
Lincoln visit.

Those wanting more information can contact Kent Morgan or Michele Abendroth in the City-County Planning 
Department at 441-6164.

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 14, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

N  E  B  R  A  S  K  A
CITY OF LINCOLN
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Kent Morgan, Planning Department, 441-6164



MAYOR SUPPORTS 9.1 PERCENT LIMIT TO LES RATE INCREASE

Mayor Chris Beutler said today he supports an amendment that would limit the rate increase proposed by the 
Lincoln Electric System (LES) to 9.1 percent.  City Council member Dan Marvin will introduce the amendment 
at the Council meeting Monday, August 18.  LES, a City-owned utility, originally proposed an increase of about 
12 percent, and the LES board approved a 10.1 percent increase August 8.  

“The increase proposed by Dan’s amendment represents a nearly 25 percent reduction from LES’s original 
proposal,” Beutler said.  “This is great news for the working families of Lincoln. The compromise proposal 
allows LES to solve its short-term budget deficits without taking more money than necessary from Lincoln’s 
ratepayers.”

Beutler said he respects LES and appreciates the role the utility plays in Lincoln. But he said he is concerned 
about LES’s continued unwillingness to be transparent and to acknowledge the authority of the City of Lincoln. 

“The partnership originally envisioned by the relevant ordinances no longer exists in the minds of LES 
officials,” Beutler said.  “LES leaders have formally declared that the Mayor’s power to effectively veto is non-
existent.  They are mistaken, and I will ask the citizens of Lincoln to clarify that issue.  LES must continue to be 
subject to the oversight and scrutiny of this administration and the City Council on behalf of the citizens.  It is 
the law.  It is, therefore, our duty.”

In addition to supporting the amendment, Beutler said he plans three courses of action:

The Mayor said “compromise cannot mean capitulation,” and that City leaders would continue to advocate for 
LES customers.  “LES is a respected organization and an example of why public power has been so successful 
for our state and our community,” he said.  “But in an era of rising energy costs and proposed double digit rate 
hikes, the time has come for LES to join the other public entities in Lincoln in making the hard cuts and the 
hard choices that allow for smaller cost increases to the consumer.”

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, NE 68508, 441-7511, fax 441-7120

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: August 15, 2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831
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He will work with LES and the Council to clear up the oversight and governance issue.
He will continue to push for a critical analysis of the current LES budget.  “LES should do everything
in its power to demonstrate to the Mayor and the Council it has made the tough choices before rates
increases are sought.”

He will call on LES to closely scrutinize the factors that determine electricity prices before seeking a
further rate increase in March.
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Mayor Beutler’s Public Schedule
Week of August 16 through August 22, 2008

Schedule subject to change

DATE: August 15,  2008
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Diane Gonzolas, Citizen Information Center, 441-7831

Sunday, August 17

Monday, August 18

Tuesday, August 19

Wednesday, August 20

Thursday, August 21

Friday, August 22

Hamann Rose Garden Dedication, remarks - 4 p.m., Antelope Park, 27th and “C” streets (south of
waterfall, parking available in zoo lot)

Mayor’s Award of Excellence - 1:30 p.m., Council Chambers, County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St.

News conference on crash statistics - 10 a.m., location to be announced
Presentation by Mayors’ Institute on City Design (MICD) - 6 p.m., Lincoln Station (Great Hall),
201 N. 7th St.

MICD presentation on West Haymarket conceptual plans - 1 p.m., Council Chambers

KFOR Morning Show - 7:45 a.m.

UNL College of Law ribbon-cutting for Space and Telecom Law program, remarks - 11:30 a.m.,
College’s Schmoker Courtyard, 42nd and Fair streets

Sprayground grand opening, remarks - 4 p.m., Trago Park, 22nd and “U” streets

T. Boone Pickens presentation - 10 a.m., Lancaster Event Center
Lincoln Chamber of Commerce “Celebrate Business” lunch, remarks - 11 a.m., Cornhusker Marriott Hotel,
333 S. 13th St.

CEDARS annual dinner - 5:30 p.m., Embassy Suites, 1040 “P” Street



Jon Camp 
<campjon@aol.com> 

08/16/2008 01:23 PM

To <tgrammer@lincoln.ne.gov>

cc

bcc

Subject Fwd: Housing Stimulus Proposal

Jon Camp
Lincoln City Council
City Council Office:  441-7515
Haymarket Square Office: 474-1838

-----Original Message-----
From: Steve Medill <capitalappraisal@windstream.net>
To: jcamp@lincoln.ne.gov
Sent: Mon, 21 Jul 2008 8:16 am
Subject: Housing Stimulus Proposal

Dear Jon,
 
I’m a member of the Realtors Association of Lincoln. The Realtors Association of Lincoln has recently sent me an 
email encouraging me to support the Housing Stimulus Proposal. I find this proposal NOT to be worthy of support. 
It is NOT market driven. It is political and will be used as a gimmick. Let the market sort things out. I have lived in 
several cities and have seen this type of government meddling of one form or another before. I learned long ago that 
the market will take care of itself. If developers and builders want to sell more of their produce, then lower the 
price. Tthe WIN will be the buyer! 
 
 
Cordially,
 
 
Ste ve Medill, MAI
Capital Appraisal Company, LLC
301 South 70th Street, Suite 300-F
Lincoln, NE 68510
 
Office   402-488-5900

It's time to go back to school! Get the latest trends and gadgets that make the grade on AOL 
Shopping. 









<tdelozier@pol.net> 

08/17/2008 09:33 PM

To <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject Say NO to another LES rate hike

To all Lincoln City Council members:

The taxpayers of Lincoln, NE have had just as much as we can take.  It is well documented that 
Nebraska is one of the most highly taxed states when it comes to the combination of taxes it's 
citizens are burdened with.  This takes into account extremely high property taxes, city and state 
sales taxes, and income tax.  But one can't forget our ever increasing utility costs.  

In this case, LES has increased it's rates by about 27% since April 2003.  Kathy Campbell, the 
chairwoman of the LES budget and rates committee, has commented that there will be even more 
increases as the company deals with escalating energy costs.  

I wonder if any taxpayer in Lincoln has the benefit of increasing their salary by 27% over 5 years 
to help keep up with the ever increasing costs of living in this city?  

I hope you take a close look into the operating costs of this company to see where additional 
costs can be trimmed.  Do the executives of LES get yearly increases?  Do they get an 
automobile allowance?    

We all are faced with rising costs of commodities and a company can do its customers a huge 
disservice by making yearly increases in its rates.  They also have tried to get authority from you 
Council Members to approve a "power cost adjustment" so they can just increase rates whenever 
they want to.  

As a multi-family apartment owner, these escalating expenses make it the cost of doing business 
in Lincoln increasingly difficult.  In fact, the Lancaster county assessor should be required to 
factor these increasing expenses into the property value, thereby decreasing the value 
of commercial property as this effectively decreases the cash flow.  

I ask that you send LES a message and force them to operate a budget within the constraints of 
today's issues and not approve this increase.  They have found the path too easy to come to you 
every 6-9 months and request and be granted substantial increases and temporary surcharges 
that contribute to the high costs of being a Lincoln resident!

Thank you for you consideration.

Tadd Delozier       
    



<tdelozier@pol.net> 

08/18/2008 09:16 AM

To <council@ci.lincoln.ne.us>

cc

bcc

Subject LES rate increase

City Council Members,

I would like you to not approvethe 9.1% LES rate increase.  These biennial rate increases are 
becoming habitual with LES.  Is the City Council actually reviewing LES and their books to 
ensure that they are running this city-owned utility efficiently?  I read in Saturday's LJS that 
there have been no job eliminations at LES (unlike what the city did to reduce the budget 
deficity); I wonder if cost of living adjustments or raises are still being provided as well as other 
benefits.  Please vote no tonight.
Jodi Delozier 


