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UNION PLAZA Children’s Discovery Garden Progress Report, Prepared by Leidtke Design
Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Design Development Phase for the new
Children’s Discovery Garden at UNION PLAZA, located in Lincoln, NE. Copyright © 2011 by
Amy Leidtke. All rights reserved. Address inquiries to: Amy Leidtke, Principal, Leidtke Design, 19
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Community partners include:

McKenzie Barry - Lower Platte South Natural Resources District

John Chapo - Director, Lincoln Children’s Zoo

Jo Ann Emerson - Executive Director, Lux Center for the Arts

Morrie Enders - Lincoln Community Playhouse

Nancy Furman - Pioneers Park Nature Center, Lincoln Parks & Recreation
Marilyn Gorham — Former Director, Lincoln Children’s Museum

Darren Macfee - Director, Lincoln Children’s Museum

Vicki Wood, Youth Services Supervisor, Lincoln City Libraries

Tish Roland - UNL Children’s Center

Kirsten Smith - Lincoln Public Schools

Christine Thody — Chair, Wachiska Audubon Society Education Committee
Nate Woods - Assistant Director, Malone Community Center

Planning team members include:

Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation

Lynn Johnson, Director, Lincoln Parks and Recreation

J.J. Yost, Planning and Construction Manager, Lincoln Parks and Recreation
Bill Kostner, Risk Management Division, City of Lincoln

Karen Nalow, Landscape Architect Associate, The Clark Enersen Partners
Amy Leidtke, Principal, Leidtke Design

Special thanks to the following:

¢ Elliott Elementary School students, who were enrolled in the YMCA After School Program, as well
asthe YMCA After School Program staff members

¢ Select staff members from Assurity Life Insurance Company, a business that will be located adja-
cent to the Children’s Sculpture Garden

¢ Elliott Elementary School, Assurity Insurance Company, WRK and BVH Architects for hosting

“Your child 1s really involved in not only the life of the plant but  Paticipaory Paming Workshops

* J.J. Yost, Planning and Construction Manager, Lincoln Parks and Recreation

the OTZgOan llj:e Of a b u tte Tﬂy. i * Lynn Johnson, Director, Lincoln Parks and Recreation
. . . ¢ Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation
— Richard Louv, Author, Last Child in the Woods ’

Drawings by Elliott Elementary School children.
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“Natural settings are essential for healthy child development
because they stimulate all the senses.”

— Richard Louv, Author, Last Child in the Woods
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Defining the Progress Report

Thank you for following the continued development of this exciting project!
This document, UNION PLAZA Children’s Discovery Garden Progress
Report, is a companion piece to the previously submitted and approved
UNION PLAZA Children’s Discovery Garden Master Plan Report.

Outlined below is an overview of recent work progress for the UNION
PLAZA Children’s Discovery Garden. The Progress Report, a document ad-
dressing design planning and development, is an important communication
tool for the project team. This work represents portion of the overall work ex-
ecuted during what is called Design Development/Bidding, the second phase
in the creation of the Children’s Discovery Garden.

Issues addressed include:
e Understanding and further addressing the issues of the site;
e Effectively integrating the previously approved Master Plan and associated
play concepts into a working construction document;
e Ensuring the Children’s Discovery Garden fits well in relation to the larger
context of UNION PLAZA;
e Adhering to core guiding design principles;
* Visualizing the overall look and feel of the experience and design direction
in a scaled layout plan;
e Further defining thematic zones for interaction, activity, use, and function;
¢ Identifying exact location and size of components;
e Specifying ground covering, plants, trees and lighting elements;
ave the Date: June 2nd, 2010 * Refining the project budget;

Piay AT ¢ Preparing bid materials for potential manufacturers and products; and

. Ple "
Children® " 72 Workshop #3 . . .
oy P ¢ Communicating project progress.

UNION PLAZA

The Progress Report does not represent the finished landscape design, com-
plete with bid documents and engineering drawings, rather should be seen as
a general communication tool for the larger team. See the Project Time Line
for more information about subsequent phases of project development.
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Progress Report

Project Overview and Calendar

e Total square feet: between 3,100-4,800, depending on grading
conditions

¢ Type: Permanent
e Language: English
e Target date for completion: soft opening in the fall season of
2011, and official dedication in June, 2012
e Estimated budget: $250,000, with supplemental monies from
grants; see the preliminary project budget for details
* Hours of operation: dawn to dusk
* Cost: free to public
e Audience: children and families especially, with EVERYONE
welcome
e Capacity: to be determined upon further development
e Programming: the garden area will be available for use by
community groups, neighbors, families, local organizations and
institutions; specific programs to be determined and supported
by the community
e Storage: a nearby building will contain limited storage for
general supplies, first aid kit, program cart, and the like
* General maintenance: daily safety inspections required for
this urban setting, with regular care and cleaning, trash and re-
cycling removal, and ongoing attention to landscape conditions
* Specific maintenance: annual certified play area inspections,
replenishment of attenuating surfaces on an as need basis, re-
pair and replacement of elements on an as need basis
e Community stewardship: specific plans to be determined by
the community; may include semi-annual community clean-up,
with opportunities for sponsorship and volunteer involvement

Golden Retriever bronze sculpture by Big Bronze.
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UNION PLAZA: Children’s Discovery Garden

Proposed Expenditures

Item Estimated Cost Note

1 Community Bulletin Board 3025

2 Safety Sign 550

3  Bike Racks 1275

4  Trash & Recycling Receptacles 2400  21st Street Plaza (TIF)

5  Drinking Ft. w/ Hand Wash Station& Hose Bin 4850 21st Street Plaza (TIF)

6  Water Service Connection 2500 21st Street Plaza (TIF)

7  Main Walkway (Conc. Unit Pavers) 18 480

8 Concrete Stairs (Colored Conc.) 2 500

9  Colored Concrete Retaining Wall 4250
10 Colored Concrete Pavement 570
11 Standard Gray Concrete 2400
12 Concrete Edging (6") 4 800
13 Ginkgo Grove and Kit's Area 12 340
14  Small Gathering Area 18 325
15  Large Gathering Space - Amphitheater 25100
16  Pretend to Be Balancing Log 1000
17 Rhythm Drums 1750
18  Giant Coloring Boulder 2500
19  Tunnel/Peek-a-Boo Entrance 7920  Estimate from AguaFina
20  Crushed Limestone for Discovery Trail 3675
21  Stone Bridge & Footing 1195  Estimate from AguaFina
22 Stepping Trunks 500  Trunks provided by LPR
23 Carved Bird House Log 7500 Estimate
24  Hide Out (9 Stone Columns) 13400 Estimate from AguaFina
25  Humming Stone & Footing 5520 Estimate from AguaFina
26 Bronze Small Animal Sculptures (5) 7500  Est. from Steve Worthington
27 Bronze Dog Sculpture (Golden Retr.) 2000 Est. from Big Bronze Sculp.
28  Geoball .07 Play Structure 122812  Quote from Fry & Assoc,;
29 Rubber Tile Surfacing & Concrete Subbase 20 415 ($30k for install provided by LPR)
30  Sand & Gravel Play Surfacing 4253
31  Landscaping 5000 Installation by LPR
32 Sandstone/Granite Boulders (Need approx. 20 boulders) LPR Provided (UP Stock)
33  Shipping & Coordination Costs for Stone Elements 8500 Estimate from AguaFina
34  Subtotal for Planned Expenditures 318 804
35  Contingency (3.5% of Subtotal) 11158
36  Master Planning / Workshop 1-3 26500 Paid by LPR
37  Construction Docs & Admin. 17 040
38  Total Proposed Expenditures 373 502

Progress Report
Project Budget

The following represents the most current budget to date:
1. Donation from KPSFF for CDG  $250,000.

2. Winnett Trust (LPR)  $34,100.

3. Lincoln Parks and Recreation  $37,500.

4. TIF Funds from Assurity ROW  $9,750.

5. LPS Natural Resources District  $30,000.

6. Potential donation from KPSFF for Shade Sails  $12,500.

TOTAL AVAILABLE FUNDS  $373,850.

Enhancement Opportunities

1. Solar Area Lighting $15,000. Grant request-Lincoln Cares
2. Wild Bird Support $1,200. Grant request-Audubon

3. Emergency Call Station $6,500.

4. Field Guide $15,000. Grant request

ITEM D: Side Table with the Dedication Quote
+- 26"

ITEM C: Ottoman/Coffee Table Dedication Quote
‘ —~——————————————+/- 2"

L4

" Each Day Is A Gift"

who would love this garden,
from those
who loved
and sat
beside her.

SCALE: Life size SCALE: Life size

Owner supplied & installed bronze
Turtle not part of etching contract.

NOTE: Text at 3" tall lettering

NOTE: Text at % tall lettering

Details: Stone etchings of dedication quote and Kinder Porter Scott Family Foundation logo.
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Understanding the Site

e | v Trago Park Playground /Sprayground

T

i = 2 4‘ u—t‘:&f“h"‘.\ s
Al I LR ) S
G W EEE 5 i CHILDREN'S
- | E O OB AREA
EATPLANS C o .4 \(®) |] )|
ILS CENTER "N~
E Lt .
) Children’s Discovery Garden
% 5 T Great Plains Trails Center
— i ' . :
o i Lavatories, first aid, and program storage
HGNR T TR sIGNA : [

Large Outdoor Stage

— =T Elliott School Playground

Site and Location Map by The Clark Enersen Partners. Elliott School playground isometric
drawings by other. Trago Park Playground/Sprayground photos by L.P.R..

S Project: UNION PLAZA Children’s Discovery Garden Planning Phase: Design Development/Bidding 5

Lin C OI n Parks Date:. August 16, 2010 Last Revise'd Date: February 1, 2011 . ' .
. Note: This document represents a preliminary plan, used to communicate current project progress and design
& Recreation intent to the Lincoln community and key project team members/ partners. Concepts illustrated do not repre-

fund I . . . .
~uncfamenta sent engineering drawings, and therefore are not released for production.




UNION PLAZA: Chi

dren’s Discovery Garden  Progress Report
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“Character is like a tree and reputation like a shadow. — Shade Elements
The Shadow ZS 'Z,Uhat we thlnk Of Zt; the tree ZS the Teal Typical Nebraska summers can reach well above 90 degrees F! While we can-

thing.” — Abraham Lincoln

not control the temperature, we can plan for shade.

Lincoln Parks and Recreation recognizes the importance of shade, not only
for families and children to take refuge from the heat and ultraviolet rays, but
also for plants and animals. This is why $17,000 of the Children’s Discovery
Garden project budget is dedicated to solar shade structures, and $

for trees.

While some shade structures will be architectural in nature, built to provide
immediate and long-lasting solar protection, others will be natural, intended
to grow into a protective canopy over generations. Said elements will inte-
grate well with the overall UNION PLAZA landscape.

The preliminary tree species selection was based on offering variety in terms
of canopy, height, diameter, shape, and growth rate, as well as seasonal beauty
and interest in terms of leaf color, fruit, and bark texture. The final selection
will depend on the approved site plan.

PLAN VIEW WITH MATURE TREES AND SOLAR SHADE STRUCTURES Drawing by Elliott Elementary School children. Plan by LPR
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PLAN VIEW WITH SHRUBS AND FLOWERS Plan by LPR.
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PLAN VIEW WITH LANDSCAPING, MATURE TREES, AND SOLAR SHADE STRUCTURES Plan by LPR.
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Recent Activity

This page features just some of the recent exciting project developments, in-
cluding:

1. Basalt columns that will become part of the Hide Out;

2. The stone that will become the Peek-A-Boo Tunnel;

3. Sample rubbing and select artwork for rubbings; and

4. Various detail drawings of items such as the Peek-A-Boo Tunnel and Solar
Shade Structures.
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L6.3 Etching artwork by LPR, Photo by Aguafina Inc., Shade Plans by Solar Shade Inc., and Engineering Drawings by Clark Enersen Partners.
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PROJECT NOTES: NEXT STEPS
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