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On behalf of the Commission, I thank you, Dallas McGee, and John Sinclair for attending the
Commission’s meeting on September 18 and updating members on the West Haymarket project. 
I hope you found the discussion as engaging and useful as I did.  The Commission’s minutes are
not official until they are adopted at the next meeting but I understand your design discussions
are on-going and a summary report from that meeting may have value at this time.

Commission members take great interest in the proposed redevelopment, especially in the careful
separation as well as integration of the areas east and west of 7  Street.  Members particularlyth

voiced support for 
• Developing an “iconic” new Amtrak Station, located strategically on a Q St. vista;
• Providing new buildings that are compatible with Haymarket in materials, location, and

scale but are distinct from the historic architecture;
• Developing a family-friendly plaza/festival space.

Items of particular concern are
• Preserving the feel and integrity of Haymarket, including the “closed loop” of P, 7 , andth

Q Streets in front of Lincoln Station;
• Protecting and enhancing the successful balance of vehicular circulation and a high

quality pedestrian experience in Haymarket as well as in the new development.  The
discussion emphasized that vehicular access to West Haymarket should primarily occur
north or south of the “heart” of Historic Haymarket, using  M, N, or O on the south; on
the north, R Street might be used for “non-event” vehicular traffic but closed during
events.  Concern was voiced about negative impacts on Haymarket if Q Street was
opened  to vehicles from 7  westward, severing the historic canopy.th

• Scale and placement of new buildings–locating the arena adjacent to the Post Office was
supported; creating a focal-point tower adjacent to the Harris Overpass was questioned.

• Design standards to help guide long-term development of the area were strongly
recommended.
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