to: Historic Preservation Commission
from: Ed Zimmer

re: Agenda of December 2, 2009
date: November 25, 2009

Former appearance of 803
Q Street
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Item 3: Entrance mural at 803 Q St.

A new restaurant at the “Arturo’s”/Crabby Bill’s location at 803 Q Street has offered a sketch for a mural in
the recessed entryway. A sketch is enclosed. The new owner of “Bar and Grill” and the artist Tom Meyers
had an informal conversation with the Commission November 19" and were offered a formal hearing and
action at the special meeting of Dec. 2 by the Commission members present.

Historically, this space had a
blacksmith shop at the rear (south
end) of the lot and was open at the
street frontage. A brick wall with the
appearance of a facade was added in
the early 1990s, then removed when
the Arturo’s restaurant enclosed the
north part of the lot, except for this
recessed entry space, which was
combined with sidewalk space intoan
otudoor seating area. Crabby Bill’s
succeeded Arturo’s and remodelled
the appearance of the entry.

Sketch proposal for 803 Q Street.

The proposed mural at the entrance is



designed as artwork—not a sign—to meet the Lincoln sign code. The stuccoed walls of the recessed entryway
are of recent vintage and do not contribute to the historic character of the district. Addition of this artwork
would add to the visual interest of this entryway and enliven the pedestrian experience, without creating “false
history.” Visitors in need of a farrier are not likely to be deceived that “The Bar and Grill” offers the services
of a blacksmith.

Recommended finding: The proposed mural is reversible, improves the appearance of a
recessed facade, and does not affect any historic architectural
features of Haymarket. Therefore it has no adverse effect on
historic property and contributes to the overall appearance of the
historic district.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.
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