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Request for certificate for appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
David Reese, on behalf of BryanLGH, requests a certificate of appropriateness for work at the Sophy
Teeters Nurses’ Residence, 1650 Lake Street.

DISCUSSION:

The Independence Center at BryanLGH West, the former Sophy Teeters Nurses’ Residence, has a slate
roof.  Recently, slates have been losing their fastening and falling from the roof, raising concerns both for
the weather-tightness of the roof and the safety of passers-by. See attached memo from Don Sheets,
Facility and Construction Director, to David Reese, VP Clinical and Support Services.

The preservation guidelines for the former Nurses’ Residence mention the slate roof among the significant
features of the building and require review before significant changes in materials.  The specific guideline
on the roof, however, specifies only that: 

Roofs:  The form of the roof shall not be changed.
A more general comment on “Repairs in General” encourages attention to the “composition, texture, and
appearance” of replacement materials:  

Repairs in materials that duplicate the original in composition, texture, and appearance are
encouraged.  Repairs with new materials that duplicate the original in texture and appearance also
may be permitted.  Repairs in materials that do not duplicate the original appearance may be
permitted on an individual basis if the repairs are compatible with the character and materials of
the existing building and if repairs that duplicate the original in appearance are not available.

It is always regrettable to lose an original, high quality  roof.  It is encouraging that the hospital is
proposing to invest a significant amount in securing the landmark with a new roof.  A sample panel of the
proposed asphalt roofing will be provided at the Commission meeting.

If the sample roofing appears to replicate the essential features of the slate roof in appearance, I believe
the Commission could find it appropriate.  Given the substantial cost of the proposed roof, but much
greater cost of a new slate roof, the Commission might also consider exercising its option of approving
a “Certificate of Exception” on the ground of “hardship.”
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Memorandum 

To: David Reese – VP Clinical & Support Services  

From: Don Sheets – Facilities & Construction Director 

Date: 10/14/2010 

Re: Independence Center roof 

As you know, we have been experiencing problems with the slate tile roof on the 
Independence Center. Some of tiles have come loose and fallen to the ground. 
This creates both an issue with the water-tightness of the roof and a safety 
hazard for anyone that might be walking next to the building. 
 
We have had a very difficult time finding a roofing contractor that will repair the 
slate roof. Their concern is that once they start replacing tiles, they will likely run 
into further problems that have to be addressed.  
 
We have been given an estimate to remove and replace all of the slate tiles over 
the entire roof. That price is $180,000 - $220,000. 
 
We have also received bids to re-roof the building with asphalt shingles. The 
company we would prefer to use has submitted a bid of $59,000. 
 
It is my recommendation that we replace the slate tile roof with an asphalt 
shingle roof. We would select a shingle that is similar in color to the existing 
slate roof and has very good color and three dimensional variation. I have 
samples of the shingles for you to look at. 
 
Please let me know how we should proceed. 
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