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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Anne Burkholder requests a certificate of appropriateness for a sign at 719 P Street in the Haymarket
Landmark District..

DISCUSSION:
Several months ago, I discussed with the Commission a request from Anne Burkholder to approve affixing
a sculptural work to the north facade of the Burkholder Project, as a sign.  The Commission made
suggestions and requested more information.  I discussed the proposal with Anne Burkholder and she send
a representative to the May 19  meeting.  The Commission asked for a more specific design to review.th

Artist Mary Kolar prepared the attached sketches and I “imaged” the design into photographs of the
facade, to show the proposal in its context on the building.

The revised proposal will offer a sign for the northeast corner of the facade, similar in position and scale
to the banner “ART” on the northwest corner.  The proposed sign will consist of a wrought steel bracket
supporting a metal sign incised with the word “ART” and incorporating a metal sculpture by Mary Kolar.

Haymarket is a “special sign district” identified by the City Council in 1990.  The adopted criteria rely on
the Commission to evaluate the appropriateness of individual proposals, noting “Photographs depicting
early twentieth-century Haymarket show a bustling warehouse/industrial area with a profusion of signs.”
Four basic principles are outlined:
1. The primary function of signs is identification of buildings, businesses, and the district as a whole.
2. No signs will be permitted that disfigure or conceal any significant architectural feature of a

building.
3. All signs must be subordinate to and in harmony with the buildings to which they relate and to the

district as a whole.  They must be compatible with the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century
character of the warehouse, industrial, and railroad district. 

4. Signs for the district should be well-designed, well-executed, and well-located relative to their
buildings.  Old photographs of the district...provide useful models for designing and positioning new
signs.

Finally, among the recommended types of signs are “Projecting signs, usually consisting of letters applied
or painted on panels, [which] can be approved, either for building identification or for individual
businesses.”

Obviously these guidelines are broad and generic, in order to apply to a wide range of buildings and uses
over an extended period of time.  Time, in the form of precedent, becomes an important element for the
Commission to consider.  Past approval are never exact models as circumstances and designs always vary,
but the Commission has done well by considering the broad patterns established by prior decisions.

The intention of the current proposal is to further identify by word and symbol the use of the Burkholder
building.  Some traditional signs included a sculptural representation of the building’s use, such as giant
spectacles for opticians or mortar-and-pestle for druggists.  The most similar prior request in Haymarket
are  the “Scooters” coffee cup sign at 8  & P or the ice cream cone sign formerly approved and installedth

on the Creamery Building, adjacent on the west to Burkholder Project. 

Recommended finding: The proposed projecting sign is consistent with the special sign



criteria for Haymarket and with past approvals by the
Commission.

Recommended action: Approval of a certificate of appropriateness.
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