
611 South 31st

Item 10: St. James Lutheran Church, 3935 Randolph Street
The landmark application and special permit request are attached.  I will bring proposed
preservation guidelines to the Commission at the meeting, based on the standard set.
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APPLICATION FOR LANDMARK OR LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATION
ADDENDUM TO PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

1. NAME
Historic                   Former St. James Lutheran Church
and/or Common     First Apostolic Church
NeHBS Site             LC13:E07-599

2. LOCATION
Address             3935 Randolph Street, Lincoln, NE 68510

3. CLASSIFICATION

Proposed Designation Category

    Landmark District     district     site
 X  Landmark  X  building(s)     object

    structure
Present Use

    agriculture     industrial  X  religious
    commercial     military     scientific
    educational     museum     transportat’n

    entertainment     park
    government    private residences X  other (vacant)

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

Name First Apostolic Church c/o W. H. Beall
Address 1802 Boswell Ave., Branson, MO 65616

5. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Legal Description     Riley & Whitney’s Sub., west 58' of the north 100' of Lot 1

Property ID: 17-30-439-003-000

Number of Acres or Square Feet: (more or less) 5,800 sq. feet 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
Title: Historic and Architectural Survey of Lincoln
Date on-going    State    County  x Local
Depository for survey records Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Dept.



City   Lincoln State NE

Is proposed Landmark or Landmark District listed in the National Register?
     yes, date listed              
 X  no

7. DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY
Condition--
    excellent     Under rehabiliation     unaltered  x original site
X good     ruins  x altered     moved   date      
X  fair     unexposed

DESCRIPTION:

View from northwest, May 2011.
The former St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church at 3935 Randolph Street is a wood-frame structure

with a facade gable roof and enclosed, gable-roofed front vestibule accessed by a flight of five wooden
steps with a small platform at the door.  The roof has wide eaves with exposed rafter feet and purlins.  A
few of the purlins are boxed and extend to the edge of the eaves, for decorative emphasis.  The vestibule
roof extends forward to shelter the entry, cantilevered on boxed beams.



The high foundation is quarry-faced molded concrete blocks and the walls are sheathed in clapboards. 
The numerous windows have 6-over-1 double-sash and are paired in several locations, including flanking
the front entrance and on the east facade.  There is a rectangular bay-window near the center of the east
facade.  

The south end of the main floor is narrower than the gable-roofed sanctuary, forming a rectangular
“apse” for the altar and pulpit, under a lower, hipped roof.  A shed-roofed addition at the far south end
extend the space on the lower level.  The addition has asbestos shingle siding.

View from east of rear addition, May 2011

View in sanctuary, looking south, 2011.           View from SE of hip-roofed “apse” on south end of
sanctuary.

The interior retains a high degree of
integrity in the sanctuary, while the
basement spaces (fellowship hall, kitchen,
restrooms, former office & apartment)
present little historic character.  Seven rows
of wooden pews flank a central aisle.  The
pews vary somewhat in detail, suggesting
they have been reused from earlier
churches.  One extra-long pew extends into
the shallow bay window area on the east
side.  The flat, plaster ceiling of the
sanctuary has two rows of light fixtures



with glass globes.

HISTORY
St. James Lutheran Church was built by W.

F. Wagner under Building Permit 13395 issued
Feb. 24, 1925.  Wagner was listed in the Lincoln
directory as a carpenter, residing nearby at 4040
Randolph.  The ministers of the congregation
were listed as living at the church as early as 1925
and at least as late as the 1960s.  In 1939 Rev.
Ralph Rangeler’s family in residence included his
wife Betty, their daughter Betty (a student), and

Art Rangeler, probably their son, who was a clerk at Ideal Grocery &
Market.

The Lutheran congregation lost the property to foreclosure in 1940 and was supplanted by Faith
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.  Faith Church sold the corner portion of the property for a gas station in
1950 and sold in the church in 1969.  Ownership changed again in 1986 and Church of Christ Evangelist
occupied the church in 1990 (by which time Rev. Edw. Werner was listed with a separate residence).  First
Apostolic Church has been housed in the small building in recent years.

8. SIGNIFICANCE
Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify 
   prehistoric    archeology-prehistoric    landscape architecture
   1400-1499    archeology-historic    law
   1500-1599    agriculture    literature
   1600-1699 x architecture    military
   1700-1799    art    music
   1800-1899    commerce    philosophy
X 1900-    communications    politics/government

 Xcommunity development X religion
   conservation    science
   economics    sculpture
   education    social/humanitarian
   engineering    theater
   exploration/settlement    transportation
   industry    other (specify)
   invention

Specific dates: 1925

Builder/Architect: W. F. Wagner, carpenter

Statement of Significance: The former St. James Evangelical Lutheran Church is a locally rare example of a



very small church, built of nearly residential form and located on a small lot in a residential area.  Even in
the Germans-from-Russia neighborhoods of North and South Bottoms, the extant churches are typically
larger and located on more spacious sites.  This example is reflective of earlier transportation systems, when
parking lots were not an expectation.  The church has served a number of congregations but is remarkable to
have remained in church use until the last few years.

9. STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION
(Check one(s) that apply)

x Associated with events, person, or persons who have made a significant contribution to the
history, heritage, or culture of the City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of
Nebraska, or the United States.

 x Represents a distinctive architectural style or innovation, or is the work of a craftsman whose
individual work is significant in the development of the City of Lincoln, the County of
Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the United States; or

_ Represents archeological values in that it yields or may be likely to yield information pertaining
to pre-history or history.

10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Lincoln Building permit 13395
Lincoln City Directories
Lancaster County Deeds

11. FORM PREPARED BY:

Name/Title: Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner, for the Historic Preservation Commission

Organization Lincoln Planning Dept. Date Submitted June 10, 2011

Street & Number 555 S. 10  St. Telephone (402)441-6360th

City or Town Lincoln, State NE 68508

Signature                                         
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My intention with the church at 3935 
Randolph is to use the lower level as a 
commercial kitchen for catering. I need a 
commercial kitchen in order to expand my 
business. I have no proposed structural 
changes to the exterior ofthe building. The 
exterior of the building will remain in tact 
with the exception of aesthetic clean-up and 
routine maintenance. The uniqueness of the 
site is that I will create a buffer between 
what is a residential neighborhood and a 
commercial comer while preserving a 
historic building. 



1”=20’

Lower level add’tn
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