
To: Historic Preservation Commission
From: Ed Zimmer
Re: April 19, 2012 agenda items
Date: April 13, 2012

Item #3:  Brownbilt Historic District (National Register nomination)
The nomination is enclosed, arguing significance for both architecture and the “event” of
Depression-era construction under New Deal/FHA financing, with the accompanying story of
FHA’s policy strongly encouraging (or requiring) racial restrictions.

Item #4: Special Permit for Lewis-Syford House, 700 N. 16th Street
This proposal will be staffed for the Planning Department by Stacey Hageman, to avoid any
appearance of conflict of interest by myself.  Stacey has had only a very brief time to become
acquainted with this still-developing project and will have more information for you next week.
Planning Director Marvin Krout will also attend to assist Stacey as necessary.  I very much
appreciate their willingness to assist the Commission.

Item #5: Request for demolition of “Lone Oak,” a landmark at 7502 West O Street
The current owner of Lone Oak (a.k.a. “El Ranchito”) acquired the property in late 2011

in severely deteriorated condition.  It appears from independent inspections to be beyond salvage
due to roof failures and years of water and mold damage, which were not due to actions of the
current owner.  Therefore it appears that the property regrettably meets the conditions of a
“Certificate of Exception on ground of hardship or insufficient return.”  

The Commission may consider whether to condition any action taken upon willingness of
the owner to cooperate with interested scholars in observing the demolition in process.  There is
also interest by a UNL horticulturist in inspecting the structural bales for the possible presence of
viable seeds of native prairie plants.  Finally, if the demolition is permitted by certificate
approved by the Commission, it might also be conditioned on an application by the owner to
remove the landmark designation after demolition has occurred.

Item #6: 301 N. 8th Street (Haymarket restaurant)
I have included this item as the Commission will review signs for the property when they

are ready; I’m not sure it that will be this month..

Item #7 Innovation Campus
The City seeks design advice on redevelopment projects, usually from the Urban Design

Committee.  However, when historic properties are involved, the Historic Preservation
Commission is consulted instead.  The initial stages of Innovation Campus will involve the
Industrial Arts Building (listed on National Register) and the 4-H Building (eligible for National
Register) and therefore the City requests that the HPC review and comment on the proposals,
which will be presented at the meeting.
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