
Item 5, agenda of Dec. 20, 2012    12.14.2012 

 

Proposal: Speedway Properties requests a certificate of appropriateness for work at the “Tool House” building, 

800 Q Street, in Haymarket Landmark District. 

 

Discussion: 

The owners have a restaurant tenant for the first floor of 800 Q Street and have engaged Erickson Sullivan 

Architects to work on the project, including outdoor dining.   

 

I’ve not seen any detailed proposal for the work and so can only provide context for the discussion with the 

Commission.  The attached images show the building (constructed ca. 1887) in its original use as Jones, Douglas 

& Co., a cracker bakery; subsequent use as a wholesale hardware company (for a century, beginning around 

1900), and the design evolution of the Speedway Property proposals reviewed by the Commission. 
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The proposals provide the Commission with further detail of the entrance, dock and canopy features.  The canopies are proposed to 
be support with ironwork trusses reminiscent of the Armour Building at 8th & O Streets–an industrial/warehouse esthetic 
characteristic of Haymarket.  The 8th St. dock reinstitutes an early 20th century feature (in re-interpreted manner) and reinforces the 
strong 8th Street feature of covered docks. 
 
The rooftop additions indicated in the massing diagrams appear to be subordinate to the main buildings.  The Commission might 
consider accepting them in general concept and discussing with the applicant design concepts for their finished appearance.  
 
 

 
 
 

Renovation design concept approved June 2009 (except 
canopy details) 

Sept. 2009 proposal with canopy and dock details.  Rooftop additon 
illustrates proposed massing only, not finished details. 
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Illustration is from April 2010, action was approval Removal of north portion (2nd bite) 
May 2010, hotel & hotel dock approved 
November 2010, discussion of upper addition and Star building, dock between 



 

May 2011, discussion of dining dock across Star front 
June 2011, approved sidewalk café concept on Star Building 


