
APPLICATION FOR LANDMARK OR LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATION
ADDENDUM TO PETITION TO AMEND THE ZONING ORDINANCE

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA

1. NAME
Historic Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity House
and/or Common
NeHBS Site #LC13:D9-525

2. LOCATION
Address 1548 S Street

3. CLASSIFICATION

Proposed Designation Category
    Landmark District     district     site
 XX Landmark  X  building(s)     object

    structure
Present Use
 X  educational  X  other/residential (Fraternity House) 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
Name Sigma Alpha Epsilon Building Corp.
Address 951 Evergreem Drive, Lincoln, NE 68510

5. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Legal Description

Little & Alexander’s Subdivision of Lot 18 of Little’s Subdivision, Lot A and
Lot B except the west 35 feet, Lincoln, Lancaster County, Nebraska.

Number of Acres or Square Feet: (more or less)

11,500 square feet, more or less.

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

Title Historic and Architectural Site Survey of Lincoln, Nebraska and

Nebraska Historic Building Survey

Date 1996/on-going     X  State    County  X  Local

Depository for survey records

Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Dept., 555 S. 10  Streetth

City Lincoln   State Nebraska



Is proposed Landmark or Landmark District listed in the National Register?

  X   yes, date listed 1997, with Greek Row Historic District 

7. DESCRIPTION AND HISTORY

Condition

 x  excellent     deteriorated     unaltered  X  original site

    good     ruins  X  altered     moved   date      

    fair     unexposed

DESCRIPTION:

Sigma Alpha Epsilon
Fraternity House is a 2 ½
story brick structure at the
southwest corner of 16  &th

U Streets.  The original
design is five bays wide on
the principal (east) facade,
with centered entrance but
an asymmetrical emphasis
through a pair of facade
gables.  The lower gable is
richly ornamented including
decorative masks on the
lintel beam, a pierced and
carved verge board, and
half-timbering with diaper-
patterned brick infill.  The
taller gable extends the south View from east-southeast, ca. 2005

pitch of the lower gable and ascends nearly to the ridge of the main roof, with half timbering above the
second floor sill level, infilled with stucco.

The southern two bays of the building
are an addition of 1939, very carefully
executed by architect Bruce Hazen to
match the original construction.

The Cornhusker (NU yearbook), 1932



The north, U St. facade has
a secondary entrance at the
center, in a slightly projecting
bay with brickwork up the the
third floor sill level.  The second
level is stuccoed, while the top
gable end is richly half timbered. 

A major rear addition was made
in 1968, adding 3 stories and
approximately 5500 square feet. 
The addition has little impact on
the original design of the
principal facades.

View from northeast, 1997

Detail of main entrance.

Miller & Craig elevation, 1927



HISTORY:

The University of Nebraska chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon built this house in 1927, having
previously occupied a nearby structure at 229 North 17 .  The new building brought the organizationth

into the heart of the growing Greek house district of the University.  Architects for the house were J.
B. Miller and Fritz Craig, the most prolific designers of NU fraternities and sororities, with ten to their
credit.  Builder E. Rokahr constructed four of those buildings.

Like most of the chapter houses, this house has been modified and expanded, but the original
design remains clear and on that basis the house was evaluated in the National Register nomination of
1997 as a contributing element of the district.

8. SIGNIFICANCE

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify 

X 1900-  Xarchitecture  Xeducation

Specific dates: 1927

Builder/Architect: E. Rokahr/Miller & Craig

Statement of Significance: 

The Sigma Alpha Epsilon house is an excellent example of the Tudor Style applied to a fraternity
chapter house, and is the most ornately decorated of Miller & Craig’s ten Greek house designs at
University of Nebraska..

9. STANDARDS FOR DESIGNATION

X Represents a distinctive architectural style or innovation, or is the work of
a craftsman whose individual work is significant in the development of the
City of Lincoln, the County of Lancaster, the State of Nebraska, or the
United States; or

10. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

“Greek Housing District of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln,” a National Register nomination by
Justin Van Mullem, 1997.

Lincoln City Directories.

The Cornhusker, 1932, University of Nebraska yearbook.

City of Lincoln Building permits #16982 (1927), 30150 (1939), 96156 (1968).



11. FORM PREPARED BY:

Name/Title: Ed Zimmer, Historic Preservation Planner

Organization: Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Dept. Date Submitted: 1/11/2013

Street & Number: 555 S. 10  Street Telephone: (402)441-6360th

City or Town: Lincoln State: Nebraska, 68508

Signature                                         

                                                                               

                                                                               

FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION USE ONLY:

DATE LANDMARK/LANDMARK DISTRICT DESIGNATED

LANDMARK/LANDMARK DISTRICT NUMBER

M:\plan\historic\Landmarks\LMARKS\Greeks\SigmaAlphaEpsAPP.wpd
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