Item 7—Agenda of March 21, 2013 March 14, 2013
Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:

Application by Nebraska Neon Sign Company on behalf of MacPractice for a certificate of
appropriateness for work at the H. P. Lau Building, 247 N. 8" Street in the Haymarket
Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:

The attached proposal presents a sign concept for “MacPractice,” a principal tenant
in the upper floors of the H. P. Lau Building. The sign would measure 27’ feet in
length, with capital letters just over 3’ tall. Gold-tone aluminum “reverse channel”
letters would be mounted with the open side towards the wall and illuminated as a
wash or “halo” with interior LED lights facing the wall.

In general type and scale, the sign emulates such “building identification” signs such
as those on “The Apothecary,” with the added feature of the reverse illumination.

[ have expressed to Nebraska Neon concern about utilizing a “building
identification” type sign for a single upstairs office tenant. Unlike many of the
warehouses, the building also lacks a specific wall location apparently intended for a
sign of these dimensions, and the sign is thoughtfully but somewhat awkwardly
placed between a pair of high, small windows. To the best of my knowledge, the
building has not historically featured a major wall sign on the north or east facades.
[ did point out to the applicant that the elevator head house has been the location of
prominent signs and that maybe there is an opportunity to utilize that high location.
Nebraska Neon and its client are evaluating alternatives but I have not yet heard
their conclusions. So at present, | must offer their proposal as I received it, and I
must recommend against it as not well-integrated with the very handsome
architecture of H. P. Lau Building, and overly large and prominent for a upstairs
office tenant in a multi-tenant building.
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