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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Application by Glaser Sign Group for certificate of appropriateness for work at 235 North 9th

Street in the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:
Part of the “Barry’s Bar” renovation at 234 North 9th Street in Haymarket is an “ice
bar” called “10 Below” in the west portion of the building (formerly called “Barry’s
Outback”).  

10 Below is accessed by a separate entrance from Q Street and is requesting an
under-canopy, two-sided projecting sign (see attached) at their entrance.   The sign
projects 3 feet from the wall and measures 2’7” tall, with the numeral “10”
measuring approximately 12” tall.  The numeral would consist of rear-channel
numerals, backlit with LEDs shining on a blue field; the letters “below” and the
stripe below them would be “pushed through” acrylic, back-lit but appearing as
dimensional, individual letters, much like neon tubing.  There would also be a blue
arrow traced by marquee bulbs.  Haymarket Theater on the same blockface as this
entrance has marquee bulbs outlining its projecting sign.

While the “pushed through” features would be rear illuminated, in my opinion this
does not violate the Haymarket Sign Criteria prohibition on back-lit, plastic-faced
signs, which was intended to identify signs in which a whole field or cabinet-face
would illuminate.  The scale of the sign is modest and well-located to identify the
business entrance, while also being suspended high enough (approximately 9’6”
above grade) to discourage damage.

Recommended finding:
o The proposed sign is permitted by the Haymarket sign criteria, is well-designed,

and does not interfere with any significant architectural features. 
Recommended actions:
ü Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the sign. 






