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Certificate of Appropriateness

PROPOSAL:
Ryan Haffey of Nebraska Neon Sign Co. requests a certificate of appropriateness for work at
733-737 P Street in the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:
Ryan Haffey request a certificate for a projecting sign for a new restaurant, Rodizio
Grill, to be located in the first story of the 1906 Grainger Warehouse at 733-737 P
Street, part of the former Salvation Army complex in Haymarket.

The applicant’s preferred location is over the entrance to the restaurant, in the
location previously approved by the Commission for a projecting sign for Salvation
Army.  (See above.)  However, projecting signs are required to be spaced at least 50’
apart and after the Salvation Army sign was removed, another projecting sign was
installed at the NW corner of the building, about 45 feet from the old sign location.



The applicant has developed a second sign option if the preferred option cannot be
approved, placing the sign further west on the building, above the tenant space but
not above the etablishment’s entrance.  (Specification sheets for Options 1 and 2 are
appended to the report.

There does not appear to be a ready remedy for permitting the over-door sign at
less-than-50-foot spacing. 

 An application could be made to amend the zoning code to reduce the spacing
requirement for all free-standing signs, which could have community-wide impacts.  
A lesser change might be to differentiate the spacing requirements for projecting
and free-standing signs.  Perhaps the narrowest change would be to reduce the
spacing requirement for projecting signs in the Haymarket Special Sign District,  as
was done (down to 25’) in the Railyard Special Sign District, recently approved.  An
amendment to the Haymarket sign district would require an application, review by
the HPC, Planning Commission, and action of the City Council.

The general type of sign proposed appears to fit the Haymarket criteria for well-
designed illuminated signs, and neither option interferes with view significant
architectural features of the building.

Recommended finding: Either proposal is consistent with the Haymarket
sign criteria, is well-designed, and appropriately placed relative to the historic
architecture.

Recommended action: Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for
either option.






