
Item 5—Agenda of October 17, 2013    October 10, 2013 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
PROPOSAL: 
John Bruner, on behalf of Option Associates, requests a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for work on the Option condominiums on the southeast corner of 
N. 7th and R Streets in and adjacent to the Haymarket Landmark District. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
The owners of the Option condominiums request a preservation certificate to 
modify the siding material on the rowhouses at 7th & R Streets.  Mr. Bruner 
presented this concept to the Commission September 19th and explains it in the 
attached letter and renderings by Sinclair Hille Architects.  
 
The proposal would replace faux brick siding with stamped metal shingles and 
limestone veneer.  The plan would also replace the garage doors and material on the 
railings of the rooftop decks. 
 
In discussion with Mr. Bruner earlier this week, he indicated the proposed shingles 
would be dark gray, not brown as shown in the renderings.  He agreed that using a 
second tone of gray shingle at the tops of the west walls would be acceptable above 
the true-brick “piers” on the west elevations, to achieve a capping effect on those 
otherwise ill-defined verticals.  He also indicated acceptance of a suggestion to 
reduce the height of the limestone veneer on the south façade, perhaps to the level 
of the balconies. 
 
The replacement of the failing faux brick siding on these building is desirable.  Since 
the buildings are not historic, the Commission’s judgment is similar to the review of 
a new structure, evaluating general compatibility with the character of the district, 
while mindful of not creating a false copy of a historic building.  As a renovation, the 
applicant’s alternatives are more limited than with a new building.  The proposal 
will improve the durability and appearance of the buildings and thereby benefit the 
historic district. 
 
Recommended finding:   
As a renovation of relatively modern buildings, the proposals as illustrated and 
described above are a welcome improvement in the compatibility of the buildings with 
the Historic District and meet the standard for new structures.   
 
Recommended action:   
Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness and approval as satisfying the intent of 
the Downtown Design Standards. 
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