
Item 3—Agenda of January 16, 2014   January 10, 2014 
 
Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
PROPOSAL: 
Nebraska Neon Sign Co., on behalf of Flatwater Bistro, requests a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for work at 801 R Street in the Haymarket Landmark District. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
Flatwater Bistro is a new establishment in the Hilton Garden Hotel at the southeast 
corner of 8th and R Streets, at the north edge of the Haymarket Landmark District.  

 
Two signs are requested.  A vertical blade 104.5” (8 feet, 8.5 inches) tall would be 
installed diagonally at the northwest corner of the building, above the level of the 
roof over the west dock.  A second wall-type sign 108” (9 feet) wide is proposed 

    
 



within the gable above the west stairs to the dock.  Detail sheets on both signs are 
attached. 
 
Both signs are offered with illuminated and non-illuminated options.  I have not yet 
heard whether the applicant has selected a preferred option.  The illumination is 
suggested as interior LEDs within the cabinet of the sign, with the text routed out of 
the metal sign-face.  Ryan Haffey of Nebraska Neon has indicated there would be no 
covering of the routed letters if that choice is pursued.  I forgot to ask how the 
“floating” portions of the A’s, R’s, B, and O would be handled in that case.  The non-
illuminated option would apply dimension letters cut from PVC to the face of the 
cabinet. 
 
The criteria of the Haymarket Special Sign District lists plastic-faced, back-lit signs 
as a prohibited type.  The Commission has accepted backlighting of individual 
routed letters on other approved signs, as long as the cabinet itself does not 
illuminate. Both vertical blade signs and wall/or marquee-front signs have 
frequently been approved in Haymarket.  The proposal is consistent with the Sign 
District criteria for well-designed signs drawn from types traditionally seen in (and 
approved for) the area.   
 
This restaurant will apparently be a major tenant of the dock-level space of the hotel 
and is being offered very prominent sign locations.  The building owner should 
expect that the Commission will not be in a position to approve similarly prominent 
signs for additional tenants of this building. 
 
Recommended finding:    

The proposed signs are consistent with the Haymarket Special Sign District 
criteria and are in keeping with the overall historic character of Haymarket. 

 
Recommended action:  

Approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness.   
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OPTION 1: Projecting sign

Double face, Non-illuminated Projecting sign.
Custom fabricated aluminum cabinet and faces.
Letters to be individual �at cut out PVC. 
Colors to be determined.
Verify mounting.

OPTION 2: Projecting sign

Illuminated Option: Faces to be custom routed mounted on a square tube frame.
Letters to have interior LED illumination
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OPTION 1:  WALL SIGN

OPTION 2:  WALL SIGN

Single face, Non-illuminated, Wall Sign.
Sign to be mounted above entry stairs.
Custom fabricated aluminum cabinet and faces.
Letters to be individual �at cut out PVC.
Verify mounting.

Illuminated Option: Faces to be custom routed mounted on a square tube frame.
Letters to have interior LED illumination.


