Item 3b—Agenda of August 18, 2016 August 11, 2016
PROPOSAL:

Nebraska Sign Company requests a certificate of appropriateness for work at the
east storefront of 800 Q Street, the Toolhouse (former Henkle & Joyce) complex, in
the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:
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820 Q St,, ca. 1930
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enl&e & Joyce/Toolhouse complex, ca. 1990

The east building of the former Henkle & Joyce complex was initially a two story
warehouse of Star Van & Storage, designed by architects Woods & Cordner in 1907
and reported as “the first large building” of reinforced concrete in Lincoln. In 1915
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C. H. Larsen redesigned the Q Street fagcade in a major reconstruction which also
added a third story to the building.

The current proposal is for a “marquee” sign atop the canopy installed on the south
facade.
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The “VINTAGE RED” and “SPORTS GALLERY” inscriptions would be of PVC material
applied to a black aluminum backing. The small web-site addresses would be flat
black copy on red vinyl.

The sign is proposed as 16 feet long and 30" tall, with the largest letters 15.75” tall.
While lengthy, this size does not appear out of proportion given the height of the
canopy and the length of the fagade. I inquired of Tony Persons of Nebraska Neon
Sign Co. whether the sign is intended to be illuminated and his email response was
“They will want to add lights on the canopy pointed upwards. Smaller, mostly hidden
accent lighting.”



Exterior lighting is generally preferred in Haymarket and has been accomplished in
a variety of modes. | will seek additional detail on the intended lighting and the
appearance of any visible portions of the light fixtures, and any visible bracing of the
sign itself. The Commission has also been interested in the past about the intensity
and any “spillage” of up-lighting, which in this location must also respect the
residential windows behind the sign.

The basic type of sign requested has been proposed and approved atop permanent
canopies in several recent Haymarket installations. With some clarification on the
lighting and appearance of any bracing of the sign, it will very likely warrant an
affirmative finding and action.
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