Item 3—Agenda of January 21, 2016 January 15, 2016

PROPOSAL:
Bob Norris of Nebraska Neon Sign Co. requests a certificate of appropriateness for
signs at “The Schwarz,” 747 O Street, in the Haymarket Landmark District.

DISCUSSION:

The renovation of the Hargreave Bros. Grocery Warehouse/Schwarz Paper Co.
Building at 747 O Street in Haymarket is well underway and the project developers
have submitted a package of signs for the building as it will be re-occupied.
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The images depict the building:

(upper left) soon after it was built in 1884

(upper right) ca. 1900

(lower left) ca. 1912 after a 1905 fire gutted the third floor and roof
(lower right) ca. 2005.

The building is being identified as “The Schwarz.” As you may recall, it is planned to
have condominium dwellings on the three upper floors and a commercial tenant on
the ground floor. The main building identification signs are proposed as large
painted wall signs, vertically oriented on the east and west facades near the north
face of the building. There is a faded painted wall sign for “Schwarz Paper Co.” on



the proposed location of the east sign,
which is proposed to be 4 feet wide by 27
feet tall—essentially spanning the upper
two floors.

The west fagade of the building has gray
concrete stucco over the brick. Very
faded, painted wall signs are visible on
this fagade. The proposed building sign on
this side would be 53” wide by 30 feet tall.
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The somewhat larger size (than
the east sign) is suggested due
to its location in a wider bay
between pilasters (rather than
on a pilaster itself, as proposed
to the east, and due to the
longer sight lines available
from Harris Overpass for east-
bound travelers. The sign may
also add some freshness and
interest to the windowless,
stuccoed west facade.




The west fagade would
also feature one of the
signs for a grocery store
occupying the first
floor, called “U-Stop
Market.” The market’s
sign on the west fagade,
measuring 8’ by
approx.. 3', would be
positioned in the bay
south of the vertical
wall sign and would be
lit with down-pointed
gooseneck maps. The
black and white
background of the wall sign be painted on the wall, with “U-Stop” and “Market” on
separate, removable panels.

The ground floor of The Schwarz will include two restored, recessed entryways on
the north facade. The one on the west will provide access to elevators to the upper
floor residences. The eastern entrance will serve the ground-floor Market.
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NCRTH ELEVATION
Each entrance is proposed to be topped with a painted metal panel with dimension
letter, seven feet long, with exterior illumination by gooseneck lamps. Also
proposed are vinyl signs applied to tops of the lower windows of the market
storefront and to the door glass of the residential entrance, of similar design to the
signs above.
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The canopy and dock on the east face of the building is being rebuilt and would have
two pedestrian oriented under-canopy signs for the market, one near the O Street
entrance to the covered dock and one nearer the Market’s east entrance.



The main sign for U-Stop Market is proposed to be mounted atop the canopy,
consisting of a neon “U-Stop” and individual channel letters spelling MARKET, lit
with exposed LED bulbs.

FAST ELEVATIGN NO SCALE

All of the proposed signs are consistent
with the criteria of the Haymarket Special
Sign District and have precedent with
historic sign types from the district and
modern signs approved by the
Commission. The use of painted wall signs
on the east and west facades has strong
precedent on this building, and is
consistent with the “hierarchy” of sign
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NONCUAL LETTER DER. NO SCALE types historically seen in Haymarket.
Painted wall signs were typically located on
“f—_;w 9 secondary facades, while carved or

[/ i § é TI : stamped “dimension” letters on metal

i VA REL IS backings were more common on primary
—= ] ® ] J‘ i facades. The proposed entrance signs on
I - oo r— the north, primary facade follow this

SI0E VEW PLAN VEW example. The Market signs on the east

MODNTING SYSTEM. NO SCALE fagade are similar type and position to

several signs (0ld Chicago and Dozo sushi restaurant) approved for the district.

Overall, it is welcome to see a whole package of signs for a building for the
opportunity evaluate its overall impact.



Recommended finding:
The proposed signs are consistent with the Haymarket sign guidelines and compatible

within the overall character of the Haymarket Landmark District.

Recommended action:
Approval of a certificate of appropriateness.
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