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DATE, TIME AND Wednesday, August 15, 2007, 11:45 a.m., Rm. 113, 
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OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Nicole Fleck-Tooze and Devin Biesecker of Watershed
Managment; Glenn Johnson of the Lower Platte South
NRD; Marvin Krout, Ray Hill, Stephen Henrichsen, Sara
Hartzell, Christy Eichorn, Brandon Garrett and Michele
Abendroth of the Planning Department; other interested
parties.

STATED PURPOSE Cardwell Branch Watershed Management Briefing
OF MEETING:

The meeting was called to order at 11:45 a.m.

Nicole Fleck-Tooze began by stating that she and Glenn Johnson and Devin Biesecker are
going to update the Commission on watershed master planning and specifically the
Cardwell Branch Watershed Master Plan.  

She noted that this effort began in 1996 when there was severe flooding in Beal Slough.
There was discussion at that time about approaching the flooding issue in a more
comprehensive way.  The Beal Slough Master Plan was the first watershed management
master plan approved and adopted in 2000.  Other master plans have included Southeast
Upper Salt Creek, Stevens Creek, Deadmans Run and Little Salt Creek.

Each of these plans addresses flood management, water quality, stream stability and
resource protection; has a public process; provides a database of watershed
information/computer modeling system for analysis; addresses urban watershed issues;
provides guidance for future development; and has a plan for capital projects.

The goal for Beal Slough was to develop a tool for stormwater management and identify
capital projects to address stormwater issues in the urbanized area as well as issues which
may arise due to future development.

The second plan approved was the Southeast Upper Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan.
The goal was similar to Beal Slough which was to develop a tool for stormwater
management and identify capital projects in the watershed which address floodplain
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management, stream stability and water quality.

Johnson updated the Commission on the Stevens Creek Watershed Master Plan.  He
stated that the issues were floodplain management, long-term stream stability, to preserve
water quality, have a public participation process, and identify areas of opportunity.  

They also looked at how to reduce the shear stress and the risk of stream bank erosion as
urbanization takes place.  They found two solutions.  One was to do a regional detention
and the other was to do site-specific best management practices (BMPs).  The proposed
standards for site-specific stormwater facilities that were recommended in the Plan were
to revise the City standards to combine structural BMPs with stormwater detention.  The
modifications would include the addition of a sediment forebay and an outlet structure to
control small rainstorms.

Esseks asked if these are part of the design standards.  Johnson stated that these are
proposed standards.  Fleck-Tooze stated that there were concerns about how this would
be integrated into the detention standards.  The City and NRD have partnered with a
developer to do a couple demonstration projects to show how it could be integrated.  They
will use the results of these projects to determine how they need to approach this process
holistically.

Johnson noted that the Deadmans Run area is a fully urbanized and built environment.
The goals for this watershed master plan were to develop planning tools and improvement
projects to reduce flooding, maintain long-term stream stability and improve water quality.
They also wanted to protect the existing environment.  An open house and briefing on the
master plan for the Planning Commission will be in mid-October.  They expect to have a
public hearing in early January.

Staff is currently in the process of developing the Little Salt Creek Watershed Master Plan.
It is funded by the 2007 bond and the Natural Resources District.  The scope for the
upcoming plan was developed by local, state and federal agency input.  

Biesecker updated the Commission on the Cardwell Branch Watershed Master Plan.
Cardwell Branch dumps into Salt Creek.  This master plan was a two phase study with the
first phase completed by the United States Geological Survey with watershed assessment.
Phase two was to develop the watershed master plan.  The floodplain map was submitted
to FEMA for preliminary review.  The study recommendations include opportunity areas,
two sensitive areas and capital improvement projects.  The Capital Improvements Program
recommendations include 8 stream improvement projects and 1 flood control project.  The
total cost for these projects is $3,172,800.  

There will be an open house next Tuesday.  Then the plan will be brought to the NRD
board for a vote in September and tentatively to the Planning Commission in October.  It
will be brought to the City Council in October or November.
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Esseks asked what the practical implications of these plans are.  Fleck-Tooze stated that
all the plans are providing a dynamic model so as development occurs in the watershed,
it allows them to analyze and recommend components, and in the long-term, protect water
resources.  Their intention is to get out ahead of development to keep costs lower.

The meeting concluded at 12:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Michele Abendroth
Planning Department
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