
MEETING RECORD

NAME OF GROUP: URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE

DATE, TIME AND
PLACE OF MEETING:

Wednesday, March 5, 2008 3:00 p.m., Room 106, County-City
Building, 1st Floor, 555 South 10th Street, Lincoln, Nebraska

MEMBERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Margaret Berry, JoAnne Kissel, Gordon Scholz, Scott Sullivan and
Mary Anne Wells.  Mike Eckert absent.

OTHERS IN
ATTENDANCE:

Aralyis Reid (Lincoln Electric System); Richard Toren (Sinclair
Hille); Ken Reitan, Diane Terpsma, Brandon Terpsma (Citizens); Ed
Zimmer, Marvin Krout, Marvin Krout, Brian Will and Michele
Abendroth (Planning Department.)

STATED PURPOSE OF
MEETING:

Regular Meeting of the Urban Design Committee

The meeting was called to order at 3:05 p.m.

Approval of meeting notes of February 6, 2008
Kissel moved approval of the February 6, 2008 meeting notes, seconded by Scholz.  Motion carried 5-0. 
Berry, Kissel, Scholz, Sullivan and Wells voting ‘yes’; Eckert and Todd absent.

Window replacement at LES Building, 11th & O Streets (Sinclair Hille)
Richard Toren stated that this building was renovated in the late 80's.  At that time, it was a federally
funded project and parts of the windows are painted wood windows which are now deteriorating, and they
would like to replace them.  The building should not change much in appearance.  They are going to have
a fixed aluminum window with an offset glass plate to replicate the appearance of double-hung windows. 
They are proposing a clear glass.

Zimmer stated that the ordinance says we don’t review transmission lines or utility installations but very
often we review plantings around substations and planting screenings.  However, he felt this should be
reviewed by the Committee.  This is not a local landmark, so it does not need to be reviewed by the
Historic Preservation Commission.  The building is on the national register.

Scholz commended LES’ efforts in respecting the profile and replication of the windows.

Kissel moved approval of the project, seconded by Scholz.  Motion carried 5-0.  Berry, Kissel, Scholz,
Sullivan and Wells voting ‘yes’; Eckert and Todd absent.

Proposed revisions to Lincoln lighting standards (Planning Dept.)
Krout stated that this is a project that they have been working on for some time.  They were working on
the philosophy of delegating responsibilities so the City Council does not have to review every lighting
standard.  They want to have standards that are clear and effective and not ambiguous, realizing there are
always exceptions.  The idea is that there should be less public hearings and less individual review if we
improve our standards.  The Near South Neighborhood Association came to them complaining of lights at
convenience stores.  They requested parking lot requirements and that lighting should not trespass on
adjacent residence properties.  They realized the lighting standards were scattered, somewhat archaic,
difficult to understand and had loopholes.  So they hired Ken Fairchild from Olssons Associates to look at
the study.  They also set up a committee to help in the review.  
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Krout stated that Olssons did a lot of surveying and looked at existing standards.  They have gotten
complaints about the unshielded wall compacts on apartments.  The inability to adjust from the brightness
to the darkness is the problem, which is a security issue.  

The recommendations expanded lighting standards to cover all districts, including residential districts,
and not just use permits districts.  The standards cover all types of lighting applications and environments,
not just parking lots, recreation lighting and street lighting.  New thresholds were set for all outdoor
lamps.  Lighting for architectural/landscape should light only the area intended to light.  

Canopies are the another issue.  New standards were set for the vertical light level on adjoining residential
properties as well as for light trespass.

For arterial street lighting, LES uses a cutoff type of light.  In the residential streets, they use a lighting
that is not cutoff lighting.  They have done decorative lighting in various places in the City, and those
were identified in some cases as being a problem.  The problem is that on a well-used street which needs
to be well-lit, they have received complaints.  The general idea is to put in standards that everyone is
going to be responsive to and the City should be a model for implementing.  

Krout noted that the draft proposed standards are on the Planning Department’s web page.

2008 Enersen Urban Design Award
One suggested candidate for consideration for the Enersen Urban Design Award was the Sawmill
Building.  Zimmer asked the Committee members to forward any other candidates to him prior to the next
meeting.

Staff Report
Zimmer stated that they have been asked if this Committee would participate in joint project with the
Historic Preservation Commission to develop design principles for the West Haymarket project.  The
proposed date is March 27 from 3:00-5:00.  More information will be forwarded to the Committee
members.

Ken Reitan stated that he supports the glass tower building as he feels Lincoln needs an image change in
that it needs a more modern feel.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.

**Please note that these minutes will not be formally approved until the next meeting of the Urban
Design Committee. **

Q:\UDC\MINUTES\2008\080305.wpd


