
TO: Urban Design Committee 

FROM: Ed Zimmer 

RE: Agenda of May 6, 2014 

DATE: April 29, 2014 

 

Our May 6th agenda has numerous items, including a North Bottoms redevelopment proposal that may 
attract neighborhood attendance.  Therefore we’ve scheduled the meeting in the larger Room 113 
(adjacent to the City Council Chamber, to the west). 

Item #2 : As requested at the Committee’s April meeting, representatives of Nebraska Innovation 
Campus will return to discuss a “tree-free” landscape plan for the environs on the planned greenhouses 
on Salt Creek Roadway. 

Item #3: The City’s licensing procedure for installing art on public property includes a review by Urban 
Design Committee.  Attached materials provide details on two sculptures that have been proposed for 
installation.  “Granite Hi-Chair” a 13.5-foot-tall granite work by Texas artist Jesus Moroles, proposed by 
Sheldon Museum of Art for installation in the landscaped median on N. 12th St. just south of R St. 

       

“Pitch, Roll, Yaw” by Lincoln artist Shannon Hansen is a commission by the Duncan Family Trust in 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of Duncan Aviation’s location in Lincoln.  The steel “paper airplane” 



would measure32.5 feet tip-to-tail, and be installed on a steel pylon.  The location is adjacent to the 
West Adams Street, on the route leading to Lincoln Municipal Airport (and the Duncan Aviation facility). 

Item #4: PCE-Geist Expansion 

PCE of Lincoln is a fast-growing, multi-national plastics manufacturer and IT company with corporate 
headquarters at 1711 Yolande, which opened in 2012.  1 

 

Existing PCE Inc. building, 1711 Yolande Ave. 

PCE is preparing to expand on land it owns to the south and east.  Renderings and a site plan of the 
proposal are attached.  UDC’s input is requested as this is a TIF-supported, public-private endeavor. 

Item #5  Elsey Partners Apartments, 10th & Y Streets 

Elsey Partners of Manhattan, Kansas are proposing a redevelopment in the North Bottoms 
neighborhood on the north side of Y Street between 10th and 12th Streets, consisting of approximately 
125 units in a 5-story building.  TIF assistance is proposed to address street improvements and other 
uses.  The associated zoning applications will request a change of zone from R-4 to R-8 and a Community 
Unit Plan (CUP).  The existing zoning in the area is depicted on an attached map, along with Chris Elsey’s 
project description, site plan, and elevations.   

R-zoned property in the project location is subject to the Neighborhood Design Standards.  Several of 
the standards make reference to other buildings on the “blockface” and on the opposite side of the 
street.  In the case of this project, the proposal would remove all the residences on the north side of Y 

                                                           
1 http://www.geistglobal.com/news/pce-inc-open-house-and-recognition-being-named-icic-top-100-company 



Street and there are no houses on the south side of Y, which is a University parking lot.  The 
Neighborhood Design Standards address such situations with Standard 6, which states: 

6. In areas subject to these Standards that do not have prevailing patterns (such as new 
streets developed as Community Unit Plans [CUPs]), the general intent is to produce 
dwellings which are oriented to principal access ways and have the “neighborly” 
design characteristics called for in these standards, while respecting the creative 
design elements fostered by CUPs. 

The proposed development would include some fill to elevate the first floor level 1 foot above the flood 
plain, requiring approximately 2.5 feet of fill at the south side of the property, tapering to no fill at the 
NW corner.  The project would also be shaped by its adjacency to the railroad tracks, which run 
southwest to northeast, south of the property.  County Health Dept. recommends a 300’ buffer between 
residential development and active tracks, hence the east end of the parcel would be used for parking 
and the southeast part of the building would follow the diagonal line of the tracks.  Finally, the proposed 
design is 5 stories tall on the south 
side, “stepping down” to 2 stories 
along the north alley.  (There would 
be four levels of units, but some of 
the fourth-floor, south apartments 
would have a mezzanine or loft, 
forming the 5th story). 

At right is a quick sketch-rendering 
combining the proposed site plan 
and elevations, with an aerial view 
of the setting, offered just as an aid 
to understanding the submitted 
materials. 
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