
TO: Urban Design Committee 

FROM: Ed Zimmer  

RE: Meeting of April 5 18, 2016 

DATE: March 30, 2016 

ITEM 2: Mixed-use Redevelopment at 48th & Holdrege 

Schafer Richardson, a Minneapolis real estate development firm, and Greenleaf Properties of Lincoln are 
proposing a mixed-use redevelopment of the “Tastee/QP Hardware” block of North 48th St. between 
Holdrege and Aylesworth.  Studio 951 of Lincoln is their architect for a five story building with 
approximately 19,000 sq. ft. of retail space on the first floor and approximately 98 units on floors 2-5.  
Parking is proposed on the east portion of the full-block parcel, with garages along 49th Street.  A project 
description and larger images are attached.  I will incorporate a few reduced images into this memo to 
raise in support of a brief discussion. 

The materials suggested “subject to overall project costs” are two colors of brick on the ground floor, 
and gray and white fiber cement paels on most of the 2nd-4th floors.  Also proposed are accents of 
orange and deep red fiber cement panels at the southwest and northwest corners, and dark lap siding 
on the recessed fifth floor and on the balcony recesses.  

 

The site plan shows the parking internal to the block, screened form the residential properties to the 
east with a row of garages.  The project description notes “sufficient landscaping will be utilized to 
provide screening and buffering between garages and neighborhood homes to the east of 49th Street.”  



The landscaping is described (in comments to staff) as illustrative of the planned extent of landscaping, 
but “more conceptual than actual.” 

 
Mayor Beutler is particularly interested in the Urban Design Committee’s advice on the suitability and 
durability of the proposed exterior materials, as well as overall a response to the overall urban design 
impact of the proposal.  

Illustrated at right are the 
“Third North Apartments” 
in Minneapolis, a recent 
larger project by Schafer 
Richardson with some 
similar architectural 
features. 

thirdnorthapartments.com/ 



Item 3: 224 N. 28th Street, “Small House” infill project 

Urban Development Department (UDD) has been working on a revised design for the infill project on the 
small lot at 224 N. 28th Street.  Stacey Hageman (MCRP & MArch) has assisted in offering a revised 
concept that includes a separate garage east of the house, with alley access, and a 28th Street façade 
that maximizes the street presence of a single-story, 527 sq. ft. house.   UDD hopes to have Stacey’s 
concept drawn to present to the Committee at the meeting. 

Item 4: Annual Report 

Attached. 
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