
Please share any comments you have regarding housing in Lincoln.
 The foreclosure rates in Lincoln are not so good. I would like to see decent hardworking people not be bullied by 
greedy bankers and mortgage lenders. Housing and Urban Development is likely understaffed and underutilized 
by the citizenry at large.
 Property taxes are way too high. Much higher than many other places in the United States. When people from 
out of state hear how much we pay in property tax their jaws drop.
 The spread of parks in Lincoln and the attention that has been paid to rehabbing old parks is excellent. It's hard 
to fight the temptation for grocery stores, etc., to want to focus on large stores that are far apart, rather than 
smaller markets. That's an issue with the stores, not the city/county, but it's still an issue. It is definitely true that 
there aren't that many places in Lincoln where you feel like you could easily walk to run many of your errands.
 Think more in terms of livable neighborhoods, where you can walk/bike to everything you need. Make sure 
schools are safe to walk and bike to.
 Not as familiar with these topics. I would ideally like to see more efforts made to develop more affordable 
housing for more Lincolnites.
 We could always use more parks. Beyond that, it's sometimes hard to find a whole house to rent, which my 
husband and I are always looking for. Something in the near south, or woods park, with some character. we 
should support those neighborhoods that are restoring old houses.
 Housing doesn't seem to be a large problem, rather transportation infrastructure and better commercial areas 
near residential areas.
 I am more concerned that housing whether high end or low end be designed to create a "neighborhood" feel. 
Housing over the last few decades are really garages with a dwelling unit on the back. This design does not make 
an environment that encourages positive community attributes (i.e. not a Norman Rockwell scene). Housing 
should abandon cul-de-sacs. This design increases costs of public services infrastructure. It also tends to cut off 
neighborhood access, and the remedy is to install a narrow sidewalk between houses--this is poor design.
 I will choose my house in Lincoln based on how many amenities are within walking distance of me. That's why I 
find the Havelock, Bethany, Meadowlane, and downtown areas so appealing.
 I live at 37th and J. We moved here for two reasons, 1) I've always loved the neighborhood and 2) it's pretty 
much no more than a 15 minute bike ride to anything I need. My furthest commute is to BNSF on West O (25 
min.) Those are THE two reasons I live where I live. Quality of life, ease of life and not being behind the wheel of 
a car are my main objectives.
 Trails are it! Parks, too... please don't cut down on the amount of park-space required in a development in order 
to save on maintenance - find a different and unique way to fund if that's a problem.
 These issues are not easily controlled by the government they tend to be market driven. Fallbrook, Campbell’s 
development and others are trying to change the norm and mix housing, office and retail. Let’s get that going.
 at this point in my life living downtown or near it works wonderfully. I would even love to live in a mixed use 
development. In the future, when I have children, I will want a good sized house, with a yard, and a safe 
neighborhood. I will not want to live in a apartment where I can hear my neighbor using the bathroom or 
domestic incidents in the hallway. I know I will have to drive further to obtain goods and services in if I live in a 
neighborhood with a single family home but that is a price I am willing to pay. Lincoln needs a variety of housing, 
both high density mixed use, and larger single family housing with a yard and room for a garden. This diversity of 
housing will allow Lincoln to attract and retain citizens in all walks of life.
 People don't want to live where they work or shop. It's too urban, too noisy, and there are too many cars and 
people around. The time to deal with those issues is past. It used to be pleasant living near small stores when 
towns were smaller. However, big-box stores with huge parking lots have replaced little, family-owned stores. 
Large companies have replaced family-owned businesses. It is too stressful to live near the traffic and bright 
lights of these types of developments. Keep residential areas separate from commercial areas. Improve public 
transportation with small, frequent buses using straight north-south-east-west routes.



 Get the city out of micro-managing neighborhoods. I fully support intelligent zoning and community planning. 
But city takes it way to far. You could get rid of whole departments.
 I do not believe is the government's job to provide variety of housing. I believe that is the market, along with all 
the other housing issues, except for affordability -- some govt. intervention in this area is acceptable.
 As a member of the staff of a housing related non-profit I can attest that Lincoln needs more affordable 
nhousing opportunities for lower and lower middle income households.
 Market will set home prices and amenities city should place our tax monies towards a small more efficient 
government.
 Affordability? Why are lots in Lincoln selling for $50K? There is a lot of room to grow here. Hartland homes 
builds these tiny little homes on tiny little lots that in 50 years will create a slum area that no one will want to 
live in. Is that what Lincoln wants? I don't think so. He does build a quality home for the money but there is so 
much restriction on available lots due to the city it keeps the prices way too high. There is not one reason a 
60X120ft lot in Lincoln should be over $25-30K. But this is just my view.
 There are certainly a variety of types of housing, but current trends in Lincoln are trying to penalize some of 
them even if they are the most environmentally responsible, economical or enjoyable. The issue of housing 
located near all of these items can be offset if you choose a low cost or responsible form of transportation. An 
example is the choice to drive a car that gets 40 mpg vs. one that get 15 mpg. As more hybrids come available 
and there are some showing up on used car lots, a larger population base has access to them. The issue of 
housing affordability ties primarily to codes, regulations and the City considering certain items to mandate. I 
would recommend eliminating Impact Fees and collecting infrastructure money in some other form. I'm not sure 
what would be best, but this system isn't working.
 Programs to help people stay in their old houses would be useful so we don't have to tear down the historic 
buildings to build poor quality and ugly apartment houses.
 The open market place in Lincoln supplies a wide range of types of housing and a wide range of rent amounts. 
Everyone is able to find housing unless they have issues with bad behaviors.
 You need to create more jobs and housing will figure itself out.
 Fallbrook and Village Gardens are OK for the most part. I'm not sure how effective the "work where you live" 
intent truly is in these developments. But personally, I've always loved alleys for their practicality and their 
subordinate nature - and getting the ugly mega garages as far away from the front curb as possible! If I were to 
make an unenforceable rule, it would be mandating that every garage be reccessed AT LEAST 2 feet back from 
the fron door of the house or townhouse.
 Would like to see more residential developments like Village Gardens and Fallbrook.
 The property tax is killing many people.
 The property tax is killing many people.
 Immediate importance of easy access to daily life stuff and services. Lincoln need to improve the access both 
from transportation aspect and replace fresh grocery to downtown.
 Lincon needs a bond issue to improve public recreational facilities like offering an indoor, year round pool in 
downtown (the YMCA is not enough and the spray park is not a pool), more pocket parks like Hazel Abel 
(featuring commissioned public art), more recreational/art programming, some tennis courts and a couple 
soccer fields would be nice. Recreational amenities should reflect the cultural diversity of downtown. City 
leadership is needed to encourage corporate underwriting of arts and cultural opportunities like one sees in 
Austin, TX. A bond issue needs to be based on the needs of all four quadrants of Lincoln. For instance, Lincoln 
sorely needs a regional, full service aquatic center with water slides, wave pools, etc. Lincoln needs a full range 
of tennis courts. Lincoln needs a permanent investment in a regional skate/skateboarding park. All of these 
investments would improve downtown and/or specific quadrants while making Lincoln more of a destination 
 I am all for having housing close to stores, but placing a Wal-Mart Super Center in a neighborhood was a terrible 
failure for the planning department.



 Wealthy live in the South. Poor live in the North. Resources like Hospitals go South. Zero resources go North. 
There is not one hospital on the North side regardless of the growth we've seen over the last 10 years. Also why 
did the arena go downtown, when putting it on the North side of Lincoln near I80 would have drawn people 
from Omaha, York and Grand Island?
 I feel the Building and safety department along with impact fees and other development constraints have hurt 
affordable housing in a huge way. This is one area where the city has failed.
 Need to encourage more affordable housing and more subsidized housing
 More and better mixed use projects where people can live close to where they work, play and shop is desirable.
 I think housing costs are higher than they are in omaha and many surrounding areas..why? I recently built a 
home in Lincoln..the fees are very high..
 Houses are too tight. All you see is garages and no character. Streets for smaller developments are too narrow. 
No room to park or drive if cars are parked in street.
 People just starting out in the work field, making minimum wage, can't afford 600-1000 a month for rent. 
Cheap, rundown, bug infested apts are not appealing.
 Due to sprawl, there are many areas where the only option for grocery shopping is to get into a car. This is also 
true of some densely-populated areas. Again, due to lack of a mass-transit mentality, one must drive to get to 
work in many parts of town. The bike trail system is great, as are parks.
 Since I have been living in the country around 20 miles from Lincoln for a little over 20 years, I am less familiar 
with what has been taking place in the city except for what I see when driving to and from work, shopping, and 
visiting friends. However, having lived in several different areas of Lincoln over a period of 30 years, I have seen 
the movement of shopping away from downtown, the growth of suburbs, and some of the decline that has 
taken place within the city, such as the near south. I realize that all this is typical of U.S. cities and I was pleased 
to read that a Gallup poll found Lincoln to be the happiest city; however, I am concerned about the way the 
growth isolates people from each other (compare the housing and layout of, say, B St. between 16th and 17th, 
and any area in Williamsburg. Lincoln really needs much better public transportation and better, safer ways to 
encourage and accommodate travel by bicycle and walking.
 I've never owned a house; rather have rented my whole life. Based on my experience, housing prices in Lincoln 
are stellar when compared with other communities, such as Madison, WI. Living in a centrally-located area is 
very important. I've been lucky to live near work, businesses, bike paths, bus routes, and parks that I use on a 
regular basis.
 The core of the city is wonderfully pedestrian/cyclist friendly, near to services and employers. Unfortunately 
many of the sprawling outlying neighborhoods are very far from anything useful (they are also hideously 
overpriced). If one searches hard enough, there are affordable housing options in Lincoln, but prices are rising 
and they can be hard to find.
 Continue to develop bike trail system throughout the city to improve access to recreation.
 Again, who is Lincoln and Lancaster County?
 I still remember the neighborhood grocers, drugstores...rather than the huge shopping strip malls so prevalent 
now. Easier to walk and frequent these stores. As I get older, I find myself longing for that experience once again. 
It is so 'busy' and not as safe in the large parking lots, etc. plus takes much longer to shop and means a person 
must drive a good distance for essentials.
 if I do not know I check neutral
 The market does and should determine the types of housing and affordability in a city like Lincoln. Locating 
housing near work and goods and services are nice but not significant factor in choosing a home.
 We cannot dictate where people will live, but we can set zoning that allows small neighborhood shopping areas 
where people can buy necessities. Bus routes that are carefully planned will help people purchase homes that 
are convenient to both work and shopping.



 We need to have a pro-active, solution-oriented approach to code enforcement and response to problem 
properties. The current system seems to treat each complaint in isolation and often allows a property to remain 
red-tagged or in disrepair or empty for many years.
 too many apartments
 I think most persons/families don't want the kind of residential districts that we need to be moving to, e.g., 
drive across/through south Lincoln; they don't want to live near their employment but are still looking for 1950 
suburbs living which tears up agricultural lands, etc. So, until the mood of the populace changes more, we may 
be stuck with what we have. There are hopeful examples, e.g., people live in Fallbrook - but only higher income 
folks, I think.
 We need more affordable housing in all locations.
 We need more affordable housing in all locations.
 Housing for accessibility is lacking as well as affordable housing in areas other than core neighborhoods with 
transit population and rentals
 I think it is very important for the city to expand and grow while keeping "green space" for the people living in 
the city. I think that the accessibility to other parts of town is very important as well and I think Lincoln does a 
POOR job of this. I live by Capital Beach.. heaven forbid I need to get to East Central Lincoln... Even Southeast 
Lincoln can take a while. Lucky for me I have HWY 77.. Being on the East side you are not so lucky.
 I think that most of the housing decisions should be left to the private sector. Set the zoning and get out of the 
way.
 I believe Lincoln is doing fine with housing. It's affordable and there are many choices between ownership and 
renting.
 Lincoln is a 20 minute town for the overwhelming majority of its residents, don't over think it!...let the PEOPLE 
choose what they want to do, stop trying to control it, let development happen naturally.
 types of housing in the downtown area are either too pricey or uninhabitable
 Housing affordability would be something differant if taxes were not so high. City and County need to work 
better together to lower taxes. One example it fire stations. Two rual stations in the city, what a good place to 
 City government is driving the price of affordable housing "through the roof"! We need less regulation. Allow 
the citizens to determine the market not a few in government.
 Lincoln is easy to access around by driving. Work sites for spouses put us in different areas of town. Internet is 
breaking down the need to travel. Don't plan for work/housing based on history.
 You cannot live in an apartment while just starting out. You have to have roommates. Apartment housing costs 
are ridiculous and I know too many people that have moved home because of apartment rent increases.
 Tax tax tax tax too much
 Again, no definitions. Any rating that I would give to any of these answers might mean the opposite to the trying 
to interpret them.
 Be careful that the planning doesn't drive up the cost of housing. Let the city expand and don't require too much 
green space. This will drive up the cost of housing.
 The city should not use Impact Fees AND TIF to support new housing in Lincoln. You are using your taxing 
powers to dictate where new housing goes and not allowing the market determine housing locations.
 Housing needs to be available where the market wants to be. Not where the government wants them to be. 
Otherwise you will suppress housing starts and jobs.
 This is a car town. Period. You're never going to be some fancy-transit Seattle or something. Since you don't 
define "near" it's hard to answer these questions. Once I have to get in my car I don't really care if something is 6 
blocks away or six miles. So unless you want to plan everything being within 1-6 blocks of my house, forget 
 Limited inventory of housing has driven housing prices up.
 There needs to be more low-income housing in downtown Lincoln as everyone that wants to should be able to 
live downtown.



 Lincoln is largely employing State, University and Government workers. These people earn enough to drive to 
work. It is a fantasy to try to locate everyone near anything. Consideration needs to facilitate transportation for 
those who need it. Does not mean a huge bus but smaller, more efficient units. Property tax increases add to the 
expense of renting as well as owning a home and are much to high.
 Lincoln is largely employing State, University and Government workers. These people earn enough to drive to 
work. It is a fantasy to try to locate everyone near anything. Consideration needs to facilitate transportation for 
those who need it. Does not mean a huge bus but smaller, more efficient units. Property tax increases add to the 
expense of renting as well as owning a home and are much to high.
 The city needs to get rid of impact fees and let the market determine the demands of where and what kind of 
housing to build.
 Need more apartments and other options other than single family houses. How about some smaller homes like 
rowhouses or some condos? Location is another issue--a lot of neighborhoods separate uses so that it is hard to 
walk to anything. If you do want to walk, you have to go out to a busy arterial with a sidewalk right next to traffic 
and no trees for shade or protection from vehicles.
 If you mean Lincoln and Lancaster County regimes, you are doing a terrible job. The free market will do much 
better.
 Over regulation on the part of planning has excessively elevated housing costs in Lincoln
 I think that some of the planned urban developments have been a good attempt at helping to create areas in 
which people can work, live, and play without a lot of transportation. But I think that decades of poor planning 
and sprawl will provide a lot to overcome.
 It's not the job of government to be involved with types of housing, housing locations, affordability, etc. etc. etc. 
Let the market decide.
 Although housing is generally affordable, taxes are an issue. Especially, as people get older, the tax break for 
home owners is not significant. Many of my friends say that they will not be able to retire here so there will be 
an exodus over the next few years. I would like to see more incentives to keep people here that are retired. The 
tax break should not be tied to income as much as age. The city needs to come up with a way to make property 
ownership more affordable for retirees so that there is an incentive to remain in Lincoln.
 Again, housing near work in this community should allow for offie parks outside of the city and in the suburban 
areas. zoning should allow this.
 A 10 percent set aside for "affordable housing" should be a requirement for every new housing development in 
the city. It would reduce the snob factor in new developments, scatter affordable housing throughout the city, 
and stabilize real estate values.
 As a conservative Midwestern town, we're a little behind.
 Would like to see more 'neighborhood' shops, small grocery stores, coffee shops, etc. within walking distance of 
residences. I was very disappointed to hear the developer of the space at Idylwild and Holdrege say they cannot 
attract a small grocery store because they are not profitable. The store at 33rd and A as well as Ideal is always 
jammed, so it seems like it might be a profitable approach.
 The closer work is to home, the more people will want to live here. Let's go for it!
 NE Lincoln has a lot of apartment complexes that are not in walking distance to much. Senior and youth centers, 
schools and smaller shopping areas should be located close to developments (like Fallbrook) rather than large 
big box streets located where you must drive.
 Homeowner taxes in Lincoln are ridiculous!!! Everyone i know who is retiring is leaving Lincoln due to taxes. The 
cost of living in Lincoln is too high. Even renting is expensive in Lincoln. There is no shortage which would explain 
why new housing construction is down in Lincoln.
 I think there could be more bike trails and lanes. Also there is no grocery downtown. I think some mixed use 
development could go in the north bottoms. And we need more employment downtown as well.



 There is too much of a focus on development and expanding the city outwards. These communities are failing to 
be pedestrian friendly, they increase the demand on motor vehicles, draw businesses away from the downtown 
and older neighborhoods, and are driving up housing prices. In addition, these developments are taking away 
from the funding needed to maintain existing infrastructure, resulting in higher property taxes, and reduced 
services. Allowing this to continue is simply bad policy.
 We need to continue to work on the above issues regarding housing in Lincoln.
 New housing is on the edges of town, many business are moving to the outskirts also. This pulls money, 
development away from the older parts of town and creates longer driving distances. One of the attractive 
things about Lincoln has always been it's small town feel; this is lost in the newer areas of town, which resemble 
the suburbs of any other midwestern town.
 We have excellent opportunities for affordable house, both rental and ownership. LHA has been very pro active, 
as have other groups, in creating options for low to moderate income households. This serves the entire 
community. Probably not appreciated by our more suburban portion of the population.
 The sprawling subdivisions of houses and housing units don't have much character. I appreciate how Lincoln has 
tried to make roads connect areas of the town efficiently. Traffic signals perhaps could be timed to allow for a 
more uninterrupted transit, rather than having to stop needlessly at certain untimed lights, especially on side 
 I have not been keeping up with this.
 Let the free market work. Again, less government involvement (while sometimes needed) is better.
 We have not respected the city core by maintaining the integrity of older homes. Instead we have allowed the 
tearing down and putting in cheap newer duplexes etc. or covering the homes with plastic siding. Restoration is 
so much better than "remuddling"
 Lincolns Park facilities and bike trails are well located near housing
 I wish there were more and much better low income apartments in our community. It is difficult in a university 
town, students misbehave, but so do landlords, nobody complains when the deposit is not returned. There 
should be more oversight over the whole rental industry. I think there are attempts at placing firms on the 
outskirts of Lincoln, and hopefully housing will be available close by.
Sidewalks are awful! Snow removal awful! On/off ramps
None
There are many run down houses and converted houses/apartment buildings near downtown/Near South. Very 
hard to find a home for a family.
Downtown area and Near South must condemn and remove dilapidated houses and buildings. Build new 
apartments!
Need more side by side duplex

No new construction of residences even begins to meet the needs of moderate income individuals.
Lincoln is not so big that you can't reach most services within 15 to 20 min of driving
Property taxes for me have little rhyme or reason to the actual selling/insurance value and I felt my argument 
was disregarded when I made a protest.
Very low cost of living in comparison to other cities of similar population size nationwide.
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