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Find out what is happening in 

YOUR neighborhood!! 

 

 Most people are aware of what gang 
graffiti is; writing, scribbles, or drawings on 
walls of public areas.  The purpose of gang 
graffiti is for a particular gang to ‘mark their 
territory’.  Sometimes the graffiti is a right of 
passage for new members or a way to prove 
your allegiance to the gang.  As a citizen,    
seeing graffiti in your neighborhood can bring a 
range of emotions.  You can become upset that 
other people have such little respect for      
property.  You are disgusted at how the graffiti 
makes your neighborhood look.  You are angry 
that you have to spend money and time to 
clean it up. It can be frustrating if you have a 
habitual offender in you neighborhood as well.  
Perhaps, your garage was tagged with graffiti 
and you spent the afternoon painting over the 
damage only to find that it had been hit again a 

few days later.   

 However, the words and graffiti can 
sometimes mean more than what meets the 
eye.  By looking at what is written in the graffiti 
we can identify people by their gang names, 
determine who they might be associating with.  
We can also find out which gangs are feuding 
with each other.  Cross out graffiti is when a 
gang member ‘tags’ something and another 
gang crosses out or writes over the top of it.  
Usually they will tag their gang symbol.  When 
you see cross out graffiti this symbolizes that 
two gangs are in close proximity to one another 
and are having territorial disputes with each 

other.  This is a way for the gangs to           
communicate with each other and send      
messages or threats.  When there is the      
possibility of a territorial dispute you may see 
an increase in graffiti vandalism and other 

crimes as well.   

 We have seen an increase in graffiti 
vandalism cases recently.  The most common 
places for this kind of activity are garages, 
walls, and fences.  They are also showing up in 
and around schools.  The activity seems to 

occurring most often over night.   

 There are some things you can do to 

deter further vandalisms and gang activity.   

 Call the police any time you observe 
suspicious activity or people.  We rely 
on you to tell us when something is going 
on in your neighborhood.  Don’t hesitate to 
call when your instincts tell you something 

does not seem right.  

 Clean up the graffiti quickly.  The longer 
you leave it up the more opportunity there 
is for more graffiti to appear in the same 
location. By cleaning up the graffiti quickly 
it is also sending the message that you are 

not tolerant of graffiti in your neighborhood.   

 Report graffiti as soon as possible.  
Police reports need to be made for each 
graffiti vandalism.  This is the best way for 
the police department to track the gang 

activity.   

 

 

 

 

A car left unattended to 

warm up  

sends a clear message… 
 

 

STEAL ME!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Lock your doors. 

Stay with your car. 

 

Lincoln City Municipal Code 

8.52.050 Graffiti as a Nuisance; Prohibited. 

The existence of graffiti on public or private property which is visible from public property or public 
right-of-way is in violation of this chapter and is declared to be a public nuisance and is subject to 
the removal and abatement provisions specified in this chapter.  It shall be the duty of every owner 
of property within the city and within three miles of the corporate limits of the city to keep their  

property free from graffiti that is visible to public property or public right-of-way. 


