
Focus Area Landlord Meeting
May 12, 2008

On Monday May 12th, 2008 over eighty rental proper-
ty owners in the area between A to G Streets and 9th to
17th Streets attended a meeting to discuss their role in
helping create Stronger Safer Neighborhoods. The
room was packed as Chief Tom Casady explained the
no cost and low cost resources that the Lincoln Police
Department has available for property owners and
managers on the LPD website. 

Chief Casady demonstrated the use of LPD crime map-
ping to define problem areas and stated that Landlords
must be a major force if the focus area is to improve.
Southwest Team Captain Mike Woolman was also on
hand to answer questions about the area and listen to
concerns.

Jon Carlson, Aide to Mayor Beutler for Neighborhood
Projects, talked at length about the need for property
owners to manage their properties professionally. As a
fellow property owner, Carlson discussed the rental
economy in general and stated that good management
and safe, clean housing is the only business plan that
will succeed in the long haul. Poorly managed proper-
ties drive out good tenants and drive down the values
of the surrounding property. Carlson answered ques-
tions and urged all present to sign up to receive updates
and crime alerts related to their property.

Lynn Fisher, President of the Real Estate Owners and
Managers Association (REOMA), explained the benefits
of becoming a REOMA member. Along with a monthly
newsletter and website [www.reomalincoln.org] full of
information regarding successful property manage-
ment, REOMA sponsors seminars on Landlording
Basics, and holds monthly dinner meetings with speak-
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ers on topics relating to Property management, legal
actions, tax policy, and more.

John Benson of Tenant Data Services spoke about the
online screening service [www.tenantdata.com]. For a
small fee, Tenant Data will return an instant credit histo-
ry and rental history. They also offer local and national
criminal histories, and keep a database of tenant per-
formance based on move-out reports from member
Landlords. These are invaluable aids for fairly and pro-
fessionally screening tenants before renting to them. 

The meeting was a big success on all fronts. The turnout
was tremendous. Rental property owners proved to be
excited and energized to help strengthen and improve
the neighborhood. Stronger Safer Neighborhoods con-
tinues to grow in partnerships and vitality. The Heart of
Lincoln neighborhoods and the entire community will
continue to feel the benefits.
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