Crime Action Team Meeting -- June 30, 2008

The Stronger Safer Neighborhoods Crime Action
Team met on Monday evening, June 30, 2008, to
discuss issues and action plans for the focus area
south of the State Capitol from 9th to 17th and A to
G Streets. Over 45 volunteers attended. The meet-
ing opened with a presentation from Lincoln Police
Chief Tom Casady on Crime Mapping. Chief
Casady demonstrated crime mapping tools like
CrimeView Community and Crime Mapping.com

which are available to the public on the] LPD Web

site.

Chief Casady illustrated how Lincoln police offi-
cers use even more sophisticated crime maps and
data to recognize and address crime hot spots
throughout the community. He talked about crime
trends and the importance of citizen involvement in
creating Stronger Safer Neighborhoods. Casady
described the “Broken Window Theory” that shows
criminals are statistically much more likely to com-
mit crimes in areas suffering from physical disorder.

Jon Carlson, Aide to Mayor Beutler for Neighbor-
hood Projects, then discussed the Stronger Safer
Neighborhoods project and the role of the Crime
Action Team. He noted that crime prevention is
always the number one topic at neighborhood meet-
ings. Carlson suggested that LPD’s ability to track
and map crime along with the philosophy of
“Broken Window Theory” provides a great oppor-
tunity for community volunteers to help reduce
crime.

The Stronger Safer Neighborhoods plan calls for a
series of neighborhood cleanups, graffiti paint-
overs, alley brush removal, and increasing and
improving lighting in the area. Through these
efforts, volunteers can help significantly reduce the
likelihood of crime. Additionally, neighborhood
watch groups and coordinators will be activated on
each block. Block parties will be held. Community
organizers will join LPD officers in going door-to-
door checking on residents, listening to their con-
cerns, and engaging them in the ongoing efforts.

Cleaning up the neighborhood reduces crime,
increases pride, and encourages re-investment. It
also frees up officers to do what they do best: solve
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problems, deter trouble-makers, and catch crimi-
nals. The Crime Action Team is an important part
of the overall plan that will create Stronger Safer
Neighborhoods in our community. For more infor-
mation or to volunteer, contact Jon Carlson at 441-
7224 or email at jcarlson@lincoln.ne.gov.
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