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Engineering Services Spring 
Meeting 2009

www.lincoln.ne.gov
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Organization Changes

• Good-Byes in 2008
– Bruce Sweney
– Charlie Wilcox
– Dick McBride
– Wayne Teten
– Larry Duensing
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Organization Changes

• Hellos / Changes
– Larry Duensing
– Elmer Cole
– Jon Brakeman
– Scott Cockrill
– James Puls
– Randy Saathoff
– Tony Ngo
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Organizational Changes

• New or Expanded Duties
– Scott Opfer (Street Maintenance)
– Kris Humphrey (Antelope Valley)
– Holly Lionberger (Lab / Material Testing)
– Erika Nunes (SW 40th/Spring Meeting)
– Kelly Sieckmeyer (RR Crossings)
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Reminders

• Consultants – Update your information with 
Purchasing

• Contractors – Keep Site Supervisors up to 
date on changes and testing 

• Everyone – Give Erika your feed back on 
Spring Meeting suggestions
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Development Services Center

• January 2010 implementation
• Development Services Center or DSC
• Also called a One-Stop Shop
• Goal is to be more Efficient and Effective
• Provide more transparency and 

accountability thru better tracking 
• Improved Customer Service
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Changes to the Executive Order Process

• Change occurred right around the Spring 
meeting last year

• Currently City is responsible for either 
performing or hiring of the inspection for 
Private Construction Agreement projects.

• Developers are putting down an initial  
deposit for City services and paying as we 
go
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Transportation Stimulus Funds

• American Recovery & Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) of 2009

• Signed into law on February 17, 2009
– To retain and create jobs
– Infrastructure Investment
– Accountability and Transparency
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Overview of the Final Legislation

• $27.5 Billon for Highways
• $8.4 Billon for Transit
• $1.5 Billon for Discretionary Program
• $9.3 Billon for Rail
• $1.3 Billon for Aviation
• $0.1 Billion for Misc.
• $48.1 Billion TOTAL for Transportation
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Overview - Highways

• 50% of only the State’s funds have to be 
obligated within 120 days.

• All funds (including locals) have to be 
obligated within 1 year

• Obligate = OK to bid
• No waivers of ANY Federal Requirements
• Have to certify maintenance of effort (still 

spend like you were before)
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Nebraska

• $236 million Total
• NDOR = $158 million (50% within 120 days)

• First Class Cities = $29 million
• Counties = $9 million
• Omaha = $23 million + $2 million (Iowa)
• Lincoln = $9.3 million
• Enhancement = $7 million
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What’s ALL we can do BECAUSE of 
stimulus dollars?

• Continue marching Antelope Valley 
towards completion

• Increased Capacity, Condition 
Improvements, and Preventive Maintenance 
on existing arterial streets

• Getting other arterials further along the 
major widening process (grade studies, 
ROW)
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Lincoln’s $9.3 million

• Trying to get projects through the Federal 
process as quick as possible

• Antelope Valley Project (maintenance of 
effort)

• One bridge deck rehab (40th and Superior)
• Partnering with County on Saltillo Road 

from US-77 to 70th Street
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Adding to that $9.3 will be $6.9

• $16.2 million will be spent in 2009, 2010, 
and 2011 on arterial road rehabilitation

• 310 Blocks in 25 Segments
• 310 Blocks = 19.4 miles
• Can rehabilitate 7.8 miles for the same cost 

as building one mile of new four-lane.
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Where are the Rehab locations?

A Street: 17th to 27th; 63rd to 
Imperial Drive

Adams: Interstate 180 to 14th; 
57th to 62nd

Cornhusker: Russell to 70th

Holdrege: 19th to 25th; 33rd to 
47th; 70th to 79th

Old Cheney: Salt Valley View to 
Hunts Drive

O Street: 15th to 44th; 
Wedgewood to 84th

P Street: 17th to 27th

Pioneers: 32nd to 54th

Sheridan: South to Calvert
Van Dorn: 33rd to 48th; Normal 

to 70th

Vine: 70th to Sierra
Y Street: 18th to 27th

Northwest1st: Highland to 
Fletcher

South 27th: Alpha to A
North 33rd: P to Holdrege
South 56th: South to Randolph
North 70th: Adams to Vine
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What about other divisions

• Water $ - went to state revolving fund
– Lincoln isn’t poor enough
– Lincoln isn’t bad enough

• Wastewater $ - also state revolving fund
– Getting some very limited dollars

• Urban Development – Block Grants
– Undecided at this time
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What might be ahead?

– Desire to find ways to do other arterial 
expansions (S. 56th, Old Cheney, Pine Lake)

– Potential Issues 
• Federal Process 
• Public Process
• Costs
• Complaints about the amount of work
• Complaints about the streets picked
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From 2/27 LJS

• Poor street choices 
After reading Mayor Chris Beutler’s preliminary list of identified 
streets as the priority for repairs (“Mayor wants to use stimulus to 
repair streets,” LJS, Feb. 20), I am amazed at the selection: A Street 
from 63rd to 70th streets and Sheridan Boulevard from South to 
Calvert streets among them. These streets are in very good condition 
compared with Holdrege from 70th to 84th streets. 

I hope people test drive these routes and let the mayor know what they 
think. Does the south side of O always get priority? 

Bill Avey, Lincoln

http://journalstar.com/articles/2009/02/19/news/local/doc499d9dd87acaa460803189.txt
http://journalstar.com/articles/2009/02/19/news/local/doc499d9dd87acaa460803189.txt
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“Does the south side of O always get priority?”

• South of “O”
– 7 locations 
– 49 blocks

• North of “O”
– 8 locations
– 83 blocks

• On “O” Street (3 locations = 44 blocks)
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“These streets are in very good condition compared 
with Holdrege from 70th to 84th streets”

• Holdrege – 70th to 84th = 64
• Sheridan Blvd. – South to Calvert = 62
• "A" from S. 63rd to S. 70th = 57
• Just as you can’t judge a book merely by its 

cover, you can’t judge a road by ONLY its 
potholes (what the average person perceives)

• What the computer program kicks out just 
doesn’t strike home with the average person
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What is considered when picking 
arterial street projects / work?

• Street Condition (Pavement Management Software)

• Curb and Gutter Condition
• Current / Future amount of Traffic on the road
• Existing Capacity / Future Capacity Needs
• Coordination of other needed work (water, 

wastewater, gas, electric, telephone, signals)
• Type – Arterial, Collector, Residential
• Unpaved or Non-Standard Streets
• Usually work on list for about 8 months
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Consider this… 
From Fiscal Year 2006 to 2008

• Spent over $65 million on major widenings / expansions
– Rosa Parks way West/Homestead Expressway
– 84th from Kathy Lane to Cheney Ridge Road
– Pine Lake Road from 40th to 56th
– 48th & O
– Yankee Hill from 27th to 40th

– Pine Lake from 40th to 56th

– Pine Lake Road from 84th to 98th

– East Adams from 75th to 90th
– West Adams NW 56th to NW 48th (NW 56th)
– Pioneers 70th to 84th

– S. 27th from Pine Lake to Yankee Hill 
– Fletcher from 14th to 20th
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From Fiscal Year 2009 to 2011

• Planning some $26 million in major 
widenings / expansions
– 98th from Old Cheney to Pine Lake
– 98th from Hwy 2 to Pine Lake
– Alvo from NW 12th to N 14st

– N. 14th from Superior to I-80
– West Denton
– SW 40th Overpass and Paving from “O” Street 
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Spending Comparison

• Fiscal Year 2006 – 2008
$65 million on major expansions
$3 million on existing arterials

• Fiscal Year 2009 – 2011
$26 million on major expansions plus spending additional 
funds on starting ROW
$16 million on existing arterials

• Antelope Valley not included in these figures
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What’s ALL we can do BECAUSE of 
stimulus dollars?

• Continue Antelope Valley towards 
completion

• Increased Capacity, Condition 
Improvements, and Preventive Maintenance 
on existing arterial streets

• Getting other arterials further along the 
major widening process
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Other things to be aware of

• Chad Blahak – Stimulus CZURU (½ czar 
and ½ guru) coordinating for the entire city.

• Erika Nunes – PWU transportation 
coordinator 

• Please don’t call asking them what work 
they have for you. 

• Redistribution of transportation funds may 
occur in Sept.
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A rising tide floats all boats
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