
IN LIEU OF 
DIRECTORS’ ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

Monday, December 21, 2020 
 
 
I. DIRECTORS CORRESPONDENCE 
 PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
 1.   Action dated December 16, 2020    
 
II. CONSTITUENT CORRESPONDENCE 
 1.   Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan – Lincoln Chamber of Commerce 
 2.   SRO’s Lincoln Public Schools – Christopher Spike Eickholt   
 3.   Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan – Wayne Mortensen 
 4.   Take back your authority and responsibilities – stuartj12@zoho.com  
 5.   Put the power back where it belongs – clauseninc@gmail.com  
 6.   Request to reinstate – Mark Sroczynski 
 7.   Please regain your legislative power – Sondra Kahler 
 8.   Letter in Support of South of Downtown – Vish Reddi 
 9.   My property – James Brewster 



**ACTION BY PLANNING COMMISSION** 
 
NOTICE: The Lincoln/Lancaster County Planning Commission will hold a public 

hearing on Wednesday, December 16, 2020, at 1:00 p.m. in Hearing Room 
112 on the first floor of the County-City Building, 555 S. 10th St., Lincoln, 
Nebraska. For more information, call the Planning Department, (402) 441-
7491.   

 
In order to limit the number of people gathering at any one time and our  
effort to adhere to required “social distancing” protocols, we are  
staggering the times of various hearings over several hours. These times  
are identified in () next to each agenda item.  We are encouraging 
attendees to arrive no more than 15 minutes before their scheduled 
hearing. An agenda item will not begin before the time posted.  

 
  **PLEASE NOTE: The Planning Commission action is final action on any 

item with a notation of *FINAL ACTION*. Any aggrieved person may appeal 
Final Action of the Planning Commission to the City Council or County 
Board by filing a Notice of Appeal with the City Clerk or County Clerk within 
14 days following the action of the Planning Commission.  

 
The Planning Commission action on all other items is a recommendation to 
the City Council or County Board.  
 
For the protection of all those involved, the Planning Commission will be 
allowing testimony on agenda items by videoconferencing. For those who 
wish to testify by video, you must register with the Planning Department 
Office to participate by calling 402-441-7491 or emailing 
Plan@lincoln.ne.gov by 10:00 a.m. the day of the meeting. You will be 
asked to provide your name, address, phone number and the agenda 
item(s) you wish to speak on, and your position on this item. On the day of 
the hearing, you will receive a link via email, which will be needed to join 
the hearing to provide your testimony. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2020 
 
[Commissioners Corr, Finnegan, and Joy, absent] 
 
Approval of minutes of the regular meeting held December 2, 2020. **APPROVED:  6-0; 
(Corr, Finnegan and Joy absent)**  
 
1. CONSENT AGENDA:  
 (Public Hearing and Administrative Action); 

 
 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE:  
 



  1.1  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE 20016, to review as to conformance 
with the 2040 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan, a proposed 
amendment to the Yolande Avenue Redevelopment Plan, to add the "Revolution 
Wraps Redevelopment Project", for the construction of a 12,000 square foot building, 
parking, and associated improvements, on property generally located at 1801 
Cornhusker Highway. 
Staff recommendation: In Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan 

  Staff Planner: Andrew Thierolf, 402-441-6371, athierolf@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission recommendation: FINDING OF CONFORMANCE: 6-0 
(Corr, Finnegan, and Joy absent).  Public hearing before the City Council 
is tentatively scheduled for Monday, January 25, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. 

 
2. REQUESTS FOR DEFERRAL: See Items 4.2a – 4.2c. 
 
3. ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT AGENDA:  None. 
 
4. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION: 
 
 (*** 1:00 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM: ***) 
 
 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE: 
 
  4.1  COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CONFORMANCE 20017, to review as to conformance 

with the 2040 Lincoln-Lancaster County Comprehensive Plan, a proposed new 
South of Downtown Redevelopment and Strategic Plan, which would serve as a 
guide for the redevelopment activities within the redevelopment plan area. The 
proposed redevelopment plan area consists of 263.5 acres, more or less, bounded 
by South 10th Street, South 17th Street, A Street, and L Street. 
Staff recommendation: In Conformance with the Comprehensive Plan 

  Staff Planner: Collin Christopher, 402-441-6370, cchristopher@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission recommendation: FINDING OF CONFORMANCE: 6-0 
(Corr, Finnegan, and Joy absent).  Public hearing before the City Council 
is tentatively scheduled for Monday, January 25, 2021, at 5:30 p.m. 

 
  (*** 1:30 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING ITEM: ***) 
 

ANNEXATION AND RELATED ITEMS: 
 
  4.2a ANNEXATION 20014, to annex approximately 74.74 acres, on property generally 

located at 10400 Van Dorn and 2300 South 98th Streets. 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval  

  Staff Planner: George Wesselhoft, 402-441-6366, gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission granted the applicant’s request to defer this 
application to the January 6, 2021, hearing.  

 
  4.2b CHANGE OF ZONE 20038, from AG (Agricultural District) to R-3 (Residential 

District) on property generally located at 10400 Van Dorn Street. 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval  

  Staff Planner: George Wesselhoft, 402-441-6366, gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov 



Planning Commission granted the applicant’s request to defer this 
application to the January 6, 2021, hearing.  

 
  4.2c SPECIAL PERMIT 20047, to allow for a CUP (Community Unit Plan) with 510 

proposed residential dwelling units on approximately 137 acres, with requested 
waivers, on property generally located at 10400 Van Dorn and 2300 South 98th 
Streets.   *** FINAL ACTION *** 
Staff recommendation: Conditional Approval  

  Staff Planner: George Wesselhoft, 402-441-6366, gwesselhoft@lincoln.ne.gov 
Planning Commission granted the applicant’s request to defer this 
application to the January 6, 2021, hearing.  

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE ARE SUSPENDING THE OPPORTUNITY FOR ANYONE 

WISHING TO SPEAK ON AN ITEM 
NOT ON THE AGENDA UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
Adjournment 2:54 p.m. 
 
PENDING LIST:  

 CHANGE OF ZONE 20029, from R-3 (Residential District) to H-3 (Highway Commercial 
District), on property generally located west of North 33rd Street and Schworer Drive. 
  
PRELIMINARY PLAT 20004, for a new preliminary plat consisting of two lots, on property 
generally located West of North 33rd Street and Schworer Drive.       
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Todd Wiltgen <TWiltgen@lcoc.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 1:55 PM
To: Bennie R. Shobe; Jane Raybould; James M. Bowers; Roy A. Christensen; Richard W. 

Meginnis; Sandra J. Washington; Tammy J. Ward
Cc: Daniel K. Marvin; Council Packet
Subject: Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan
Attachments: City Council Ltr 12-14-20.pdf

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

Good Afternoon,  
 
Please find the attached letter supporting the City’s Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan on today’s agenda. 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 
 
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  
 
TW 
 
TODD WILTGEN| PUBLIC POLICY SPECIALIST  
LINCOLN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
3 Landmark Centre|1128 Lincoln Mall, Suite 100| LINCOLN, NE 68508 
P: 402.436.2352 C: 402.304.7685 | TWILTGEN@LCOC.COM| WWW.LCOC.COM 
 

 
 
Proud supporter of the Lincoln Airport. Check LNK every time you fly. 
 

Protection & Privacy Notice: This communication, along with any attachments, is covered by federal and state law governing electronic 
communications and may contain confidential and privileged information. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please reply 
immediately to the sender and delete this message. 
 
 



3 LANDMARK CENTRE | 1128 LIINCOLN MALL, SUITE 100 | LINCOLN, NEBRASKA 68508 
P: 402.436.2350 | F: 402.436.2360 | WWW.LINCOLN.ORG 

 

 

 
 

December 14, 2020 
  
 
 
Lincoln City Council Members 
555 South 10th Street, Room 111 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
  
Dear Members of the Lincoln City Council: 
  
The Lincoln Chamber recognizes housing affordability as one of the most important 
components to attracting and retaining a diverse workforce. A lack of affordable housing has 
become a significant barrier to increased entrepreneurship and economic development in 
our community.  
  
For these reasons, Chamber staff appreciated the opportunity of working with the City of 
Lincoln’s Urban Development Department developing the Affordable Housing Coordinated 
Action Plan. In addition to hosting four stakeholder meetings for young professionals, 
business leaders, major employers and land developers, we also assisted with conducting 
an online employer survey. In March of this year, the draft Plan was featured at our last in-
person Growth and Development Forum.  
  
The Chamber is supportive of the guiding principles of the Affordable Housing Coordinated 
Action Plan. We have been actively involved in a steering committee forming an Affordable 
Housing Consortium for the City of Lincoln which is one of the initial recommendations 
contained in the Plan. Please be assured the Chamber is committed to working with the City 
and community leaders to overcome the affordable housing barriers identified in this Plan.  
  
Thank you for considering our position on the Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan.  
  
Sincerely,  
  

  
  
Wendy Birdsall, CCE 
President 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Spike Eickholt <spike@eickholtlaw.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 2:04 PM
To: Council Packet
Attachments: 2020.12.14 Letter Testimony re MOU on SROs.pdf

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

Members: Please accept and consider the attached testimony regarding Item 4.d. on today's agenda. I apologize 
for the lateness in this submission.  
 
Thank you all for your service.  
 
 
--  

Christopher Spike Eickholt 

Eickholt Law LLC 

Federal Trust Building 

134 South 13th Street 

Suite #505 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

spike@eickholtlaw.com 

402-310-5663 

This electronic mail and any attached documents are intended solely for the named addressee(s) and contain confidential information. 
If you are not an addressee, or responsible for delivering this email to an addressee, you have received this email in error and are 
notified that reading, copying, or disclosing this email is prohibited. If you received this email in error, immediately reply to the 
sender and delete the message completely from your computer system. 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Wayne Mortensen <wayne.mortensen@nwlincoln.org>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 2:36 PM
To: Council Packet
Cc: Sandra J. Washington; Tammy J. Ward; Wynn S. Hjermstad; Charlie Wesche
Subject: Support for 20R-542 (Affordable Housing Plan)

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

Honorable Councilmembers:  
I apologize for the brevity of my comment and the informal medium of my remarks. Please do not allow either 
to convey any sort of apathy about the importance of the resolution you will consider today (Item 4b) in 
adoption of the Lincoln Affordable Housing Coordinated Action Plan. 
 
Tremendous work and insight went into the authorship of the plan, but it was nothing in comparison to the 
dialogue and agenda setting its release has generated among civic leaders and housing stakeholders across the 
region. I moved my family back to Nebraska after seventeen years away to help lead NeighborWorks Lincoln 
and play a significant role in the implementation of visions just like this one. Both I and my organization are 
preparing to meet this moment and advance this plan, in close collaboration with the City.  
 
The facilitation of more equitable neighborhoods will help Lincoln leverage its strengths to become a more 
resilient and inclusive community that is better positioned to confront the generational social, economic, and 
environmental challenges we have only begun to face. I strongly urge adoption of Comprehensive Plan 
Amendment 20001; it will place the City a better trajectory for additional resources, partners, and implementers 
in our continued fight for housing access. 
 
Best, 
Wayne Mortensen, CEO 
NeighborWorks Lincoln 
--  
Wayne A. Mortensen, AIA  
NeighborWorks Lincoln | Chief Executive Officer 
2530 Q Street | 402.477.7181x101 | www.nwlincoln.org 
 

To help protect you r 
privacy, Micro so ft Office 
prevented au tomatic  
download of this pictu re 
from the Internet.
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To help protect your privacy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
 

NeighborWorks Lincoln revitalizes neighborhoods and supports homeownership, keeping Lincoln a safe and 
prosperous community. 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: stuartj12 <stuartj12@zoho.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 3:37 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Take back your authority and responsabilites

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

The city charter allows the mayor to have emergency powers for 3 days. Its been 275 days. 272 days 
longer then legally allowed. You need to take back the authority to legislate from this out of control 
mayor. This failure to do your job is why recall petitions exist. 
 
 
 



5

Angela M. Birkett

From: clauseninc@gmail.com
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 6:34 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Put the power back where it belongs

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

Do your thing please.  
 
Why is it important that the City Council makes these decisions for Lincoln? 
Emergency powers, intended for short term use during a crisis where the legislative body may not be able to rapidly 
respond, has been coopted to provide the Mayor unilateral control over what should be legislative acts.  
Her health director, a position under the direct report of the Mayor, is legislating changes on the fly to areas that would 
normally and should still be done by the liquor control board or the City Council. This process eliminates the standard 
ability for citizens to voice their opinions and opposition to the legislative body. Mandates are being used in place of 
laws and the City Council has done nothing to stop, and in fact have encouraged, the bypassing of their own legislative 
authority. In other words, Mayor Gaylord Baird is making law, independently. 
She has held emergency powers for 275 days. On Christmas Day, the Mayor will have held emergency powers LONGER 
than she hasn't held them during her time in office!! 
 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office pre
auto matic downlo ad o f this picture from the Intern

 

Virus-free. www.avg.com  
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Angela M. Birkett

From: mark sroczynski <mark.sroczynski@outlook.com>
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 7:32 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Request to reinstate

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 
 
I ask that you retrieve back the purpose of the Lincoln council to provide opportunities for checks and balances and to 
remove complete decision making and authority from one body. 
 
Sent from my iPhone 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: sondrak@twc.com
Sent: Monday, December 14, 2020 7:53 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Please regain your legislative power

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

To the Lincoln City Council members: 
 
I implore you to please reel in your legislative control, and stop allowing our Mayor unilateral 
control over what you all are responsible for. She is single-handedly making laws, and you are 
simply rubber stamping it all. If you believe that this is how our City Council should function, 
we have no need for you! Please step down and leave. You are not needed to warm those 
chairs. It is indeed your job to make financial decisions and legislate on the behalf of your 
constituents. If you do this properly, you will often tell her “No!” and you will completely and 
thoroughly listen to your constituents without bypassing this right afforded to us. Again, 
please make moves needed to put the power back where it belongs. 
 
Thank you! 
A fellow Lincolnite, 
Sondra Kahler 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: Vish Reddi <Vish.Reddi@nearsouth.org>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 10:33 AM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Letter in Support of South of Downtown

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

Dear Members of City Council, 

At our November 9, 2020 board of directors meeting, the Near South Neighborhood Association voted in 
support of the South of Downtown redevelopment plan as presented now.  

 

The area designated as the South of Downtown includes a part of the Near South neighborhood. We understand 
the need to provide housing for people of different needs and support the revitalization of the area designated as 
the south of downtown to attract a diversity of residents for an equitable and inclusive community. We 
specifically support provision of retail, entertainment, and recreational services for residents, employees, and 
visitors to ensure a diverse, multi-generational and complete neighborhood that supports active, healthy, and 
independent lifestyle choices. While we support the redevelopment plan as proposed, we continue our mission 
to improve the quality of life while maintaining the density of our neighborhood to aid our aging infrastructure. 

 

Accordingly, we appreciate the Planning Department efforts to establish a comprehensive plan to improve 
amenities in the area that is designated as South of Downtown. 

Thank you for the opportunity to voice our needs and concerns. We respectfully express support of the 
redevelopment, revitalization and gradual improvement of the area designated as the South of Downtown. 

Sincerely, 

Vish Reddi, President 

Near South Neighborhood Association 

To help protect you r priv acy, Microsoft Office prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internet.

 
www.nearsouth.org 
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Angela M. Birkett

From: James Brewster <jamesbrwstr@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, December 15, 2020 11:58 PM
To: Council Packet
Subject: Fwd: My property

[CAUTION] This email comes from a sender outside your organization. 

 

James Brewster 
 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: James Brewster <jamesbrwstr@gmail.com> 
Date: Tue, Dec 15, 2020, 11:56 PM 
Subject: My property 
To: Sandra J. Washington <SWashington@lincoln.ne.gov> 
 

Sandra when I have expressed my concerns about my property and was not threatening lawsuits nobody seem to 
feel my pain because I new what was going to happen to my property and my concerns are becoming a reality. 
Nobody herd me or felt my pain. Phil Euhler is going to destroy the esthetics of my property. I had the nicest 
property around and i trusted you Council members that you would make this right for every one who is 
effected. The bros got enough where it's not going to destroy there property. I saw right through what back 
room  
 
deal went on with the bros.  
I don't believe i have been treated fair and that i could be squashed like a cockroach. I'm being forced out of my 
home of 28 years. Thought that mattered. The system is broken and I'm appalled that some Council members 
didn't know anything about the development and voted yes to approve this. If this can not be rectified i hope 
you Council members think about me and my property and how my quality of life will die and how i was 
destroyed by the city council members by allowing this to happen and not protect me and my rights. 
 
James Brewster 


